Should We Disfellowship? - Lesson largely a summary of Kyle Butt’s “Should we disfellowship?”
I) Introduction

A) Last week’s Sermon discussed how we have Christian Family wherever we go.
1) Our God wants that blessing for us.
(a) Created perfect environment for our survival, gave us life, made us in his image.
(b) When we brought in Chaos, He had a plan to make things right.
(c) He sent prophets to us tell of his great hope for us.
(d) He sent his son so we would no longer carry our burdens with us.
(e) He sent his Spirit as a promise which enabled men to confirm the Word & Edify the Church.
(f) He gave us the Hope we would be with him eternally.
2) God Loves us!  He wants us pure, holy, comforted by Him, away from Chaos that sin brings.
(a) When it has been needed, he has disciplined man to correct the Chaos.
B) Think about God’s Plan and…

1) Ex. Imagine a home where Children could do anything they wished.
(a) Would this be a home without Chaos?
(b) Law and discipline are needed.
2) Ex. Imagine a country where men could do anything they wished.
(a) Would it be a country without Chaos?
(b) Law and discipline are needed.
3) Atmospheres with total freedom from law and discipline result in Chaos and destruction.

C) How does the Church Avoid Chaos?
1) Realize and Follow God’s Authority over our lives – Command, Ex, Necessary Inf.
(a) Our way leads to death, Christ is the way, to Father by Him, Word is Lamp unto our feet.

(b) He has Words of Life,  Life and Godliness, teaching, reprove, correction, instruction
2) When People follow His Authority, pure and holy Church Families are found everywhere.
D) Church Families Are Cared for by qualified men - Elders. (I Tim. 3, Titus 1)

1) They have been given the Authority to lead by Christ.

(a) Acts 20:28, Heb. 13:17
(b) (Eph. 5:25-27) – Establishes Christ desires his Church free from sin.

(c) It is the job of all Christians and the Church to keep the Church pure.

· (Phil. 4:8)
2) Like parents with Chaotic children, or government with Chaotic people
(a) Elders sometimes have to discipline to rid the Church of Chaos.
E) Problem stated for this Lesson as Stated by Kyle Butt.
1) [Some]“Refuse to Acknowledge Church discipline is a Biblically mandated procedure.” 
(a) Let’s look to God’s Authority.
II) What does the Bible say about Church Discipline?

A) Mathew. 18:15-17, Romans 16:17, Titus 3;10-11, Main Text - 2 Thess. 3:6
1) Apostles commanding – This is not optional

(a) Command is “Withdraw from every brother that acts disorderly”
2) How many folks have seen a disfellowshipping?
(a) Is it that there are simply no unrepentant sinners among us?

3) How many have seen folks in sin leave the church?

(a) Is their sinfulness recognized?  Is repentance called upon? 
4) How many people have seen folks loving the world more than God who sit in the pews?
(a) How many have met with members and elders and refuse to change their course of action?

(b) How many have been told they are a stumbling block and bringing reproach on the church and simply continue doing what they want to do?
5) Why hasn’t there been more disfellowshipping?

(a) We don’t want hurt feelings.

(b) We don’t want someone to leave.

(c) We don’t want to see a smaller collection.

(d) We don’t want to upset their family members.

(e) We are afraid of lawsuits.

(f) Maybe we don’t understand what the Bible says about Church discipline.

III) How many commands of God can an individual or Church refuse to do? 

A) James 2:1-4, 9-11 – These folks were condemned in all for partiality.
1) Partiality is common among folks across the land who sit in the pews on Sunday 
(a) How is this you might ask?  Good Question!
(b) Why do they come?  Social, family, conscience, friends, hear a good message…

(c) They agree with most things, but not willing to follow everything. – Partiality!
2) Church on Sunday, but… Bars Friday night… Adulterous relationship… Pornography… Improper Dress… Filthy Media… Failure to obey Eldership…

(a) James 2:10 – “he has become guilty of all”
B) The Church may follow many commands.
1) Partake of Lords Supper, Sing without instruments, Pray, Teach the Word, take care of needy saints, disallow female leadership, publicly condemn all sin, reach out lovingly to others.

2) Yet, if they fail to engage Church displine.

(a) They ignore a command of God and are in sin.
(b) Withdrawing from disorderly Christians is a command of God.

(c) This is something that must be done.  It is an absolute, not a suggestion.

IV) Example of Withdrawal – I Cor. 5
A) The Situation vs. 1-2
1) It was a terrible sin.

(a) The gentiles didn’t consider it!

2) It was well known

(a) Paul far away knew of it.

3) They Corinthians had an arrogance over the situation.

(a) Kyle points out arrogance likely to have come from the idea of how much love they had.

· Rather than decry the sin, they were noting how well they put up with it.

· “How great we are for not rebuking the man and disfellowshipping him.”
· That would be unloving and unkind.

(b) This is the same line of reasoning used today.

· “We love them by doing nothing about their sin”

· Of course, this is the opposite of Prov. 13:24
· Who is right?  God or man?

· Who by definition is “Love”?  God or man?

(c) It is  never loving to ignore the commands of God.
4) The Corinthians have desired that the sinner be away from them.

B) Judgement of Christ – Vs. 3-5 – Paul invokes Jesus
1) John 12:48

2) John 7:24 – We are to judge using the Righteous Judgment of Christ!

(a) This is our duty as Christians.

(b) Righteous Judgment is utilizing teachings of God as our judge.

(c) Paul emphasizes this is where he gets the authority to judge.

· It isn’t Paul’s idea.

· It isn’t from the teachings of Gamaliel.

· It isn’t ideas from a collective of loving minds.

3) If you share a scenario of unrepentant sinfulness in your congregation with another eldership, what will they typically say?  Disfellowship! They stand with Christ and Paul.
(a) When it comes to one’s home congregation, men paralyze themselves in regard to the truth.
V) Arguments against Disfellowshipping
A) They will attend somewhere else anyway.
1) We have an obligation of letting that congregation know.

2) We have an obligation to follow God’s Will.

B) We are not as close as they were in the first century, so it won’t be effective.

1) “When was man ever given choice to determine if God’s commands were going to do good or not?”

(a) Ex. Materials on Noah’s Ark… Gopher wood? I don’t think that will be effective God, but thanks for the suggestion.
(b) Preach the Word God?  I am sorry, but I think puppet shows or Drama would certainly be more effective in spreading the Word of the Lord.

C) I have seen folks practice Church discipline and it has not worked.

1) Men and women have a choice to obey or not

2) Who wants them back more?  God or you?

3) Who knows how to discipline them better?  God or You?

4) What is the most effective way to get them back?  Your ideas or God’s?

(a) Ex. Erik Smith and attendance.
VI) Effects of Disfellowshipping vs. 6-7
A) Whether or not the one who has been disfellowshipped, repents or not, there are effects.

1) Good Example to the Congregation
(a) Rather than continuing to expose the congregation to sin

· To numb the congregation to sin

· To potentially encourage the congregation into sin
(b) There are many congregations composed of large numbers of folks engaged in willful sin.

· They have done so, because no action was taken to stop the sin. To remove it.
· Thus, there is no proper example and the sin appears to be approved 
· If the problems were taken care initially, then the leaven would have been tossed out.
2) Good Example to Society

(a) If society reads the Bible and sees the Church practicing it, they know they must change.

(b) Why be called to repent and be baptized, if you don’t have to repent?

3) Good example to the Erring Christian

(a) Done right the message to a disfellowshipped brother is:

· We have talked with you and shown you God’s Word.

· We have expressed our love for you and called you to repent.

· We love you enough to separate from you that you might be shamed.

· We hope your shame will spur you to return to God and save your soul.

· (2 Thess. 3:14-15)
VII)  An Important Factor in Breaking Fellowship with an Unrepentant Christian
A) Eldership
1) Good elderships focus on the Word of God
(a) They want to straighten the house if something is not right.

· It may be an Ezra or Hezekiah moment where major changes occur and fast.
2) If an eldership holds to the Word and enacts Church Discipline will the Church stand with them?

(a) Or keep themselves in a sinful state?  Kicking against the Goad as Christ told Paul?
(b) “When” and not “if” disfellowshipping occurs:

· The Church needs to support their elders.

· The Church needs to support Purity in the body.
· The Church as a whole needs to separate themselves from the sinner.

· The Church needs to be loving.  If the person is met on the street, tell them they are missed.

· But don’t buck God’s authority and associate with them.

· Regardless of how much you miss them.
· If they are family, they need to separate from them.

· Tell them you love them, you will help them if they are in trouble.

· But you will not associate with them in their current state of Behavior.

VIII)  Closing

A) Disfellowshipping is Necessary to Keep the Church Family Pure and Holy.

B) The Bible Commands Disfellowshipping and Provides Examples of it.

C) No Individual or Congregation can ignore any Command of God and not be in sin.
D) Arguments against Fellowshipping are based on the Reasoning of Man, not God.

E) Disfellowshipping benefits the Church, Society, and the disfellowshipped individual.

F) Elders following God’s Word need to be supported in their endeavors to keep the Church Pure.

