Searching the Topic of Sin

I. Mt. 16:27, Rom. 2:5-7, Proverbs 24:12
II. Introduction
A. What is sin? 
1. I John 3:4 - Every one that doeth sin doeth also lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness.
2. I John 5:17 – All unrighteousness is sin…

3. English – Not living by God’s command is called sin.

B. Kinds of sins?

1. I Tim. 1:8-11 – Not a comprehensive list, not a comprehensive list, but it covers it all.
a. Again, if it is against the gospel of God, it is sinful.

C. Introducing Questions Regarding Sin

1. John 19:11 - Jesus answered him, Thou wouldest have no power against me, except it were given thee from above: therefore he that delivered me unto thee hath greater sin.  

a. Are there degrees of sin?

1. 2 Pet. 2:20-21, speaking of those Christians turning from the truth 
a. 2 Pet 2:20-21 - For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning. For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them.

b. Are there degrees of Punishment for Sin?
A. Answering the Questions

1. Sins from an Earthly Standpoint
1. Today’s Standards

a. Ex. Stealing a 43 cent donut – 
b. Ex. Murder – 
c. Men would say there are degrees of sin and punishment.
2. Old Testament Standard 

a. Lev 24:20-21 - breach for breach, eye for eye, tooth for tooth; as he hath caused a blemish in a man, so shall it be rendered unto him.   And he that killeth a beast shall make it good: and he that killeth a man shall be put to death.
b. Moses by the inspiration would say there are degrees of sin and punishment on earth.
2. Point: According to God and man, different sins have had different earthly consequences.

1. Q. So are there degrees of sin?  Different degrees of earthly punishments for sin?  A. Yes.

Spiritual Consequences of Sin in Total
2. Isa 59:1-2  Behold, Jehovah's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear: but your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, so that he will not hear.
3. Rom 6:23 - For the wages of sin is death; but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
4. 2 Th 1:8-9 - rendering vengeance to them that know not God, and to them that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus: who shall suffer punishment, even eternal destruction from the face of the Lord and from the glory of his might,

a. Do Not Be Confused: Any Sin that is not forgiven will see you in Hell eternally.
b. Degrees of eternal punishment for Sin 

c. We know the consequence of all sin is eternity in hell, but are there eternal degrees of punishment?

d. Follow Up: John 19:11 – Greater sin?

e. Violation of Civil Authority – Pilate
f. Violation of Spiritual Authority – High Priest – Caiaphas
a. Mt. 11:20-24 – Choraizin Bethsaida Capernaum – Most of miracles done
b. “More tolerable” vs. 22;  vs. 24
c. All wicked punished
a. Luke 12:42-48 –  Faithful or unworthy Steward?
· From Guy N. Woods

· Different levels of knowledge possessed by people

· Different degrees of preparation

· Variations of Service rendered

· These differences will determine level of punishment
· Mt. 25:14-30 - Parable of Talents 

· Different men entrusted with different levels based on ability

- 5,2,1.

- The man who did not live up to his ability was condemned.

a. Heb. 10:26-31 – 
· “Much severer” – based on:

· Rejection of New Covenant based on Christ blood vs. Old.

These Scriptures seem to tell us that, yes, there are degrees of sin and punishment.  The punishment for these vary both on earth and in Hell.
1. No Pleasure in the death of the Wicked

2. Eze 18:23 - Have I any pleasure in the death of the wicked? saith the Lord Jehovah; and not rather that he should return from his way, and live?
3. Eze 33:11 - Say unto them, As I live, saith the Lord Jehovah, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die, O house of Israel?
1. All who obey the will of God will have eternal life

2. As there is assurance for the sinful of going to hell, there is same for the righteous going to heaven.

3. Revelation 2:10 – “Be faithful unto death, and I will give thee the crown of life”.

4. Rom. 6:23 – “The wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal Life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

5. John 3:16 – “For God so love the world that He gave His only begotten so that whosoever believeth on Him should not perish but have eternal life.”

1. Degrees of Earthly Reward

2. Enjoyment from singing – Not all the same

3. Enjoyment from sermon – Not all the same

4. Enjoyment of being around Christians – Not all the same

5. Enjoyment of sharing the gospel – Not all the same

6. Enjoyment of study – Not all the same

1. Degrees of Eternal Reward

a. Mt. 25:14-30 – Parable of the Talents – 
b. Different abilities
c. Entrusted at different levels
d. Rewarded based on their faithfulness
a. Luke 19:11-27 – Parable of the Pounds (Minas) – 

b. Different abilities

c. Entrusted at different levels

d. Rewarded commensurate with their faithfulness
a. Daniel 12:3 (Jackson – Woods)

b. By deduction if there is a many, there must be a few.  Thus, a lesser reward or distinction.

c. If the reward for fewer and many is the same, why the promise?
2. 1Co 3:15 - If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as through fire.

a. What Loss?  Loss of reward.

3. Mat 10:41 - He that receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet's reward: and he that receiveth a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous man's reward.

a.  There is a distinction in rewards.
These Scriptures all seem to point toward a difference in not only earthly, but heavenly rewards based on faithfulness.

1. Cautions

2. Jam 2:26  For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, even so faith apart from works is dead.

3. We don’t earn heaven - Eph. 2:8-9
A. Conclusion

1. It does indeed appear that there are:

2. Different degrees of sin

3. Different degrees of punishment for sin

4. Different rewards for faithfulness
1. It is doubly clear that:

2. The unrepentant sinner is going to hell and it won’t be fun.

3. The Faithful Christian is going to heaven and it will be joyful.
