I. THE DAY OF DECISION
II. INTRODUCTION:

Olympic Decision – Skier – ABC – did not want to hit flat!  Run too fast!

Decisions – You made them today!

III. Joshua 24:14-15
Ronald Reagan

A. Former President Ronald Reagan, as a boy, had an aunt who took him to a cobbler, for a pair of new shoes.  The cobbler asked young Ronald, "Do you want square toes or round toes?"  Unable to decide, Reagan didn't answer, so the cobbler gave him a few days to think about it.  Several days later, the cobbler saw Ronald on the street and asked him again what kind of shoes he wanted, square toes, or round toes.  However, again, he still couldn't decide, so the cobbler replied, "Well, come by in a couple of days, and your shoes will be ready."  When the future President went to the shoe store, a few days later, he found that his shoes were indeed ready. However, to his surprise, he found that one was square-toed, and the other was round-toed.  The cobbler look at young Ronald and said, "This will teach you to let people make decisions for you."  Our future President said later, "That experience taught me that if you don't make your own choices, someone else will." 

1. The fact of the matter is, that, as long as we live, we will always be faced with choices.  

2. We make over 2500 decisions on an average each day.  Some important and some not.

B. Young or old, life is full of decisions, and choices.  

1. Many times no decision is a decision! – These determine our life direction!

C. You are the sum total of your life choices.  You can change your life by changing your choices.  

1. Sounds simple!  It is intended to be.
2. Nothing rarely is ever accomplished without clear decisions.
1. Joshua, who is 110 years old, brings his final message, his final words to a point of decision.  “choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve”.   

D. If they choose God he makes it clear there are two things they must do:

1. Make some “Necessary Nos!”
2. Commit to some “Absolute Yeses!”

2. Israel Was Commanded to Clean out their closets!  
3. "Throw away the gods your forefathers" (verse 14), "throw away the  foreign gods that are among you"(verse 23). 

4. The Israelites must stop looking toward these idols for answers and guidance in their lives. 

5. Israel must speak some Necessary Nos to tempting idols.

· What are Idols? – Time grabbers, food, clothes, need of friends, games, pride, etc.
· Israel’s Bold Words – Verses 16 and 24
1. Despite the people's bold words, they still needed to clean out their closets and check the contents of their hearts for those idols that had been with them all along. 

a.    And it's not enough just to get these idols gone. 

b. The idols must be replaced with a love for God, a love only for God. No Room for Idols!
c. Our 21st-century idols may look different from those worshiped by the Egyptians, the Amorites, or the Canaanites. 
6. Idols are all the same - they fill up our lives in those places where only God should be.
What are Our Necessary No’s?”
A. We idolize success and equate it with big.
1. We idolize success and equate it with big -- a bigger bank account, a bigger house, a bigger boat, even a bigger church. 

2. We enshrine this idol in the acres of bigness of the Mall of America.

3. We bring this idol home to houses big enough to accommodate a football team.

 Ex. Saul – head Taller – I Sam. 9:2 ; Nebuchadnezzar’s Idol – 90 ft. Dan. 3:1 – Shadrack, Meshak, Abed..
4. Size for the sake of size is not necessarily a sign of success. 

· Size for the sake of size is a Necessary No -- one of those false gods we must stop bowing to in our lives, stop holding close to our hearts. 

A few years ago, there was a much publicized remake of the classic Japanese B-movie Godzilla. The advertising hook used to lure movie-goers was a single line: "Size does matter." The only thing big about the Godzilla remake, however, was that it was a big bomb! Size didn't matter. Not the size of the monster, not the size of the budget, not the size of the advertising blitz. The movie was a dud. 

B. We idolize popularity.

·         1.  We idolize popularity -- and not just when we're 14 and trying to find way the into cool clique. 

2. The lure of the god of conformity, the need to fit in and feel accepted, no matter how much it takes, is a powerful pull throughout our lives. 

· 3.  We worship this false god when we:

· join in the gossip mill in the lunch room. 

· Fail to lift our voices in praise to God, because other Christians are not. 

· Close our eyes to a coworker's stealing. 

· Shut our mouths when our boss fudges some figures. 

· Keep working at a place that knowingly, selfishly hurts others. 

 

Ex. All to be popular – Don’t Rock the Boat.
4. Worshiping the god of conformity will never let us fit in. It only leaves us looking foolish and frightened, mindless and heartless. 

Ex. Rehoboam (Solomon’s Son) – He chooses friend’s advice - 2 Chron. 10:8
There is a story of the Native American chief and the meteorologist. It's October, and a American Indian chief believes it's going to be a cold winter. So he instructs his tribe to collect firewood. To double-check his prediction, the chief calls the National Weather Service and asks a meteorologist if the winter is going to be a cold one. The weatherman responds, "According to our indicators, we think it might be." So the chief tells his people to find extra wood, just in case. A week later he calls the National Weather Service again, and they confirm that a harsh winter is headed their way. The chief orders all his people to scavenge every scrap of wood they can. Two weeks later, the chief calls the National Weather Service again, and asks, "Are you absolutely sure this winter is going to be cold?" "Absolutely," the Weatherman replies, "The Indians are collecting wood like crazy." They were conforming to the Popular Indicators of Man.

2. C.  We idolize making money.

1. We idolize making money such that we worship greed itself. “He who dies with most toys wins.”

2. Many believe companies exist to aid the good of mankind.  Companies are about the bottom line. 

3. Beyond profit-making and profit-sharing, is the shrine of the God of Greed.

4. Stock Market is more than a sign of company health, but a legal method to worship the dollar. 
· Capitalism Common Sense Definition: You have two cows. You sell one and buy a bull. Your herd multiplies, and the economy grows. You sell them and retire on the income.

· Modern Day Capitalism: You have two cows. You sell three of them to your publicly listed company, using letters of credit opened by your brother-in-law at the bank, then execute a debt/equity swap with an associated general offer so that you get all four cows back, with a tax exemption for five cows. The milk rights of the six cows are transferred via an intermediary to a Cayman Island company secretly owned by your CFO, who sells the rights to all seven cows back to your listed company. The annual report says the company owns eight cows, with an option on six more.     Ex. Acts 5:4 – Annanias and Saphira
        5.  Here’s an example of our love of things.  In 2001, more than 32,025 packaged products 

·              debuted, according to the Market Intelligence Service.

· Playstation is the modern GI Joe w/the kung-fu grip.
3.     D.  We idolize Youth and Beauty.

·         1.  We idolize youth and beauty, and want to have them our whole lives. 

2. God demanded that the Israelites turn their hearts over to the one and only God of Israel.

· The god of youth demands we turn over our chins, our noses, our flab, our wrinkles, our age spots, and our love handles, and subject them all to the knife, the needle, and the suction machine so that we may be presentable at the altar of this skin-deep god.

· Elective cosmetic surgeries are no longer a guilty secret – We Brag about them!
· Past years, 7.4 billion dollars to improve nature, turn back the clock, worship of youth and beauty.

3. The latest Fountain of Youth? Botox, the "five-minute facelift." 

a. Hundreds of thousands of people are paying from $300 to upwards of $1000 every few months for injections to get rid of age lines. 

b. In 5 years or less, Botox sales are expected to hit $1 billion per yr.

c. One billion dollars spent to freeze our faces!

d. That's what we've spent to build up the shrine of this idol. 

e. What does it say about a culture that will spend a billion dollars to try to stop time from leaving its marks on our face, but can't find a way to pay for schools for our kids, homes for our homeless, or basic healthcare for our poor. 

f. Our faces may look youthful, but our hearts grow hardened, shrunken, incapable of seeing beyond the self-created reflection we stare at in the mirror.
Ex. Jesus Mat. 23:27 – “White Sepulchres – full of dead bones  (Pharisees)

4. The God who's saved us, loved us, protected us, and cared for us is a holy and a jealous God.
5. As followers of Christ, we have to make some necessary Nos! 

· Before Augustine was converted to Christianity, he was very immoral sexually. The story is told that not long after he'd become a believer, he was walking down a side street when a woman came up quietly behind him. "Augustine, it is I," she whispered; he recognized her as someone with whom he'd been sexually involved.
Augustine turned to her and replied, "Yes, but it is not I." Augustine knew he was no longer the man he used to be.  – We as Christians are no longer who we used to be!

6. In the hymn "O For a Closer Walk with God,":

The dearest idol I have known, 

7. Whate'er that idol be,
Help me to tear it from thy throne,
And worship only thee.
8. What's your dearest idol? Will you tear it from the throne this morning, and worship

9.        only God? Can you say a Necessary No?

The Israelites had to do more than give Necessary No's to false gods. They had to "yield your hearts to the LORD, the God of Israel." (verse 23).   They must commit to some “absolute yeses.”
II.  ABSOLUTE “YESES!”

     A.  Make a choice to for God.

a.          1.  Why is that right decisions are more difficult to make than wrong ones?
b. The path of least resistance is what makes people and rivers crooked. 

c. Some decisions that we make in life are not that earth shattering, history will see little difference in the cereal you chose to eat for breakfast, but we will make some life altering choices.

2. These are choice made by every human being. And we have to live with the consequences.

3. Joshua urges Israel to move beyond indecision and restlessness, to a clear-cut decision for God.

4. Joshua 24:14, 15, “Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your forefathers worshiped beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD.  But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.”
5. There can be little doubt about what Joshua is after. 

a.   The word “serve” appears six times in verses fourteen and fifteen. Joshua called for a decision that would help end the spiritual, intellectual, and moral restlessness.
b.   Joshua demands an “Absolute Yes” to committing to serve the Lord, when he says,         

b.  “Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness.” Or “whole heartedly and without reservation.” 
6. Hundreds of years later, the prophet Elijah on Mount Carmel gave a similar challenge.

c. a.   He said, 1 Kings 18:21 - “How long will you waver between two opinions? If the LORD is God, follow him; but if Baal is God, follow him.” 
d. The (RSV) renders this verse as “How long will you go limping with two different opinions.”
7. There are two stages of Christian faith:  “No” and “Yes” in relationship to Jesus Christ!

8. Matthew 12:30, “Jesus said, ‘He who is not with me is against me, and he who does not gather with me scatters.’”

9. Too many individuals are trying to keep on foot in the world and one foot in the church. 

a.   They don’t want to make a commitment that might change their status in the world. 

b.   They don’t want to give up their sin to be right with God. 

1. c.   They end up sitting on the fence, not really a part of the world and not really a part of the church.

         9.  Joshua challenges us to acknowledge that it is time to make a decision.        

b. Enter the world and live by it standards and collect its rewards, or serve God, wholeheartedly. 
c. One finally has to make a decision.

     B.  Completely fulfill the challenge God has given us.

1. The people respond to Joshua’s Challenge to follow God with "Far be it from us to forsake the LORD to serve other gods!...We too will serve the LORD, because he is our God." (v. 16, 18)
2. Joshua response isn’t as the crowd expected.  Instead of praising them, Joshua offers resistance.  

a. He says in verse 19, “"You are not able to serve the LORD. He is a holy God; he is a jealous God. He will not forgive your rebellion and your sins.”
b. What was Joshua doing when he came back with this reply?  

c. He was challenging these people to really commit to the challenge.

Not long ago at a high school, three military recruiters showed up to address some high school seniors. Graduation was only a few months away, and the military men were there for the obvious--to articulate to these graduating young men and women some of the options that military service would provide them. The meeting was to last forty-five minutes. Each recruiter--representing Army, Navy, and Marine Corps--was to have fifteen minutes. 
Well, the Army and Navy recruiters got carried away. When it came time for the Marine to speak, he had two minutes. So he walked up with two minutes to make his pitch. He stood utterly silent for a full sixty seconds--half of his time. Then he said this: "I doubt whether there are two or three of you in this room who could even cut it in the Marine Corps. I want to see those two or three immediately in the dining hall when we are dismissed." He turned smartly and sat down. When he arrived in the dining hall, those students interested in the Marines were a mob. They acted without delay. He appealed to the heroic dimension in every heart.
4. The words of Joshua are enticing!  The people were to sign up!  Josh. 24:21-24
3. There could be no mixing of allegiance to God with other gods. 
a.  A firm choice had to be made then, as well as every generation to follow. 

5. b.  Men must choose between expediency and principle, between this world and eternity, between God and anything that would try to take His place.
4. "It doesn't take great men to do great things for God, it only takes dedicated men!"  You see, it's not your talent, your time, or your treasure that He wants: HE WANTS YOU!  

    C.  Provide a spiritual legacy.

6.         1.  Look at Joshua 24:1.  Who is to choose?  Who was being addressed?  The leaders of the nation.  

7. To all the heads of the families he says, “Choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve… But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD." (Joshua 24:15)
How could Joshua choose for his household?  Because he was the leader of that house!

8. I wish ever man, every leader of the church would decide as for his house, we will serve the Lord.

d. To provide a spiritual legacy for children, we must set an example before them first.

e. If both Mom and Dad attend church regularly, 72 % of their children remain faithful.

a.  If only Dad, 55% remain faithful.

b.  If only Mom, 15%.

f. If neither attended regularly, only 6% remain faithful.

9. The example of parents and adults is more important than all the efforts of the church and Sunday School.

10. Some little boys staying overnight in the backyard in a tent.  Dad listened to the talk… 

              “my add know the mayor!”  Another said, “Well my dad knows the governor!”  And 

               then he heard the voice of his own boy say, “That’s nothin’, my daddy knows God” 

               (top that!)  The said, “He does not!”  “He does too!”  “How do you know?”  “I heard 

               him talking to him just this morning!”

CONCLUSION
If there are a thousand steps between us and God, he will take all but one.  He will leave the final one for us.  The choice is yours.

Will we Say Necessary No’s to Worldly success, Popularity, Money, Youth and Beauty, 

E. Will we Say Absolute Yes’s to Choosing God, Accepting His Challenge, and Providing a Spiritual Legacy?
