Daniel Introduction and Chapter 1
Daniel the Author
Matthew 24:15 - Daniel was a prophet of God as declared by Jesus Christ.
This is significant as to the inspiration and trustworthiness that Christ held the book of Daniel.
His book is one of the Major Prophets.
The book is even written in two languages, Aramaic (Chaldean and Hebrew).

The Life of Daniel
He was born in Jerusalem about 623 B.C. probably during the reign of the king Josiah. 
Daniel lived his entire life as far as we know in the service of a line of various kings and rulers.  
From Nebuchadnezzar's through to Darius the Mede and Cyrus the Great. 
Darius being a king over the city Babylon in place of Belshazzar.
 Time of death of Daniel is unknown but believed to be peacefully under Cyrus the Great.
The Kings He lived through:
Nabopolassar 626-605
Nebuchadnezzar – 604-562
Evil-Merodach 22 years - 582-560 BC in absentee of Nebuchadnezzar   7 years 582-575 BC coregent for Nebuchadnezzar's return 12 years - 575-563 BC (Polyhister) 
Evil Murdach 562-560
Neriglissar 560-556
Labashi-marduk 556
Nabonidus 556-539 – Son Belshazzar (replaced by Darius the Mede) 
Cyrus the Great 539-529

Theme and Prophecies of Book
Theme: The sovereignty of God.  
Daniel is a book about God's powerful rule over the mighty and powerful nations of this world. 
Teaches us about the dangers of sin, pride and the pursuit of pleasure and power.  
Daniel teaches us about:
Nature and need of repentance and faith 
Necessity of a humble and submissive attitude towards God.

Prophecies:
Tells of Medes and Persians, Greece, Rome, and the Establishment of the Church.
Tells of the coming of Christ and the end of the Law.
Tells of the death of Christ and Establishment of His covenant.
Tells of the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple.
Tells of the return of Christ and the resurrection; eternal life and eternal punishment.
Number of items that tie Revelation and Daniel together.  
Without Daniel, a number of items in Revelation would have been undeciphered.





The Setting of the Book
Begins with the Neo (New)-Babylonian Empire.
Comes to power November 23, 626 B.C. with the recognition of Nabopolassar as king.
Nabopolassar was once a soldier of the Assyrian army
The empire ends by the conquering of Cyrus the Great in 539 B.C. of the Medo-Persian empire who in prior classes we have discussed as taking Babylon.
Nebuchadnezzar son of Nabopolassar.
Shortly, after Nabo came to power his son married the daughter of the Median King – alliance.
Somewhere around 612-607 BC Nebuchadnezzar destroyed Nineveh.
Signaling the end of the Assyrian empire and the beginning of The Neo-Babylonian empire.

 Following this battle, Nebuchadnezzar went down and battled Pharoah-Necho taking land Egypt had conquered from Egypt to the upper Euphrates in Syria.  
Part of this activity is recorded in Jer. 66:2-12 (Battle of Carcemish).
The Pharoah had taken Jerusalem prior to that point and had appointed Jehoiakim as king. 

As Nebuchadnezzar pushed Egypt back all the way to its borders, Nebu heard of his father’s death and turned back to Babylon to claim the throne.  
It was during this timeframe, 604 B.C. that Daniel, Shadrack, Meshack, and Abednego were taken captive to Babylon (also known as Shinar).
This was fulfillment of prophecy.
2 Kings 20:16-18; Is. 39:7
The Word official in the text is - Saris – It means castration and is defined Eunuch.
This is properly rendered in the KJV.

Nebu would take Captives from Jerusalem again.
587 B.C. Second wave of Captives taken from Jerusalem – Ezekiel
586 He burns Jerusalem
581 B.C.
















 Daniel 1
Verses 1-7
Nebuchadnezzar in 606 BC besieged Jerusalem.  
He was able to successfully take the city via God’s will (Hab.1:6).
The vessels carried off were taken to the temple of Nebu's god called "Bel".

Among many treasures he took many young Israelite men.  
Of those men, were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azaraih.  
These men according to Josephus were kin to Zedekiah.
The men were taken to serve the king of Babylon in his court.  
To be good looking and have a wide intelligence.  
Trained in many disciplines for 3 years
 Fed with the choice food and drink of the king for that time frame.
These four men were renamed Shadrach, Meshach, Abed-nego, and to Daniel, belteshazzar.
Verses 8-16
Daniel comes to the conclusion that he was not going to eat the food and drink of the king.  
Clarke offers up this explanation in regard to this decision:
Because they ate unclean beasts, which were forbidden by the Jewish law.
Because they ate… beasts which had been strangled, or not properly blooded.
Because the animals that were eaten were first offered as victims to their gods. 

Daniel’s decisions were made so that he might remain pleasing to God.
This included not partaking of the wine
The Hebrew word for wine in this text is - Yayin – this is alcoholic wine.
This would explain why  they would not drink it.

Daniel’s approach was requesting that he not eat, rather than immediate disobedience.  
It is through God’s will, that his request was found acceptable.
The alternative Daniel requested was that he eat vegetables and water.  
Of course, God made certain that Daniel and his other obedient companions appeared healthy above and beyond all others.
When we are obedient to God’s will and desire to faithfully serve Him, he will steer temptations away from us.  
This is evident in the life of Daniel.

Verses 17-21 
Daniel and his companions became personal servants to the king and be honored consultants.  
Daniel served 45 years under Nebuchadnezzar and beyond.
