Daniel 9
I) Introduction
A) Daniel 7 – Like Chapter 2 vision, we see prophecy Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, Rome.  However, in this vision from the Roman Empire is seen the growth of a little horn, the apostate church, which would last till judgment day.  During same Roman empire an everlasting kingdom would be established of the True church.
B) Daniel 8 – Visions of a ram and goat representing Medo-Persia and Greece are seen.  In particular is mentioned the meager horn arising from a divided Grecian empire, Antiochus IV.  Invited in by those part of a disobedient Israel, he reigns punishment upon Jerusalem. This was a significant occurrence signaling the time of the end of the Mosaic/Jewish Age.

II) Chapter 9
A) Verses 1-12 – Daniel’s Prayer Part 1
1) Daniel reads  prophecy of Jeremiah in Jeremiah 29:10 that the captivity will end in 70 years.  
(a) Jer 29:10  For thus saith Jehovah, After seventy years are accomplished for Babylon, I will visit you, and perform my good word toward you, in causing you to return to this place. 

2) He prays God recall the promise to perform good.

(a) He prays God forgive his sins, those of Judah, Jerusalem, and Israel.

· He notes something very critical to an understanding of all God’s promises to his chosen people:  An oath written in the law of moses:

· Deu 28:15 - But it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not hearken unto the voice of Jehovah thy God, to observe to do all his commandments and his statutes which I command thee this day, that all these curses shall come upon thee, and overtake thee.
(b) God’s oath is consistent with what He has always proposed for His children.  
· Serve and he will bless. 
· Disobey and he will punish.
· Lev. 26:14ff 
· Note: Vs. 40-42 – Thus, we see Daniel’s prayer.
B) Verses 13-19 – Daniel’s Prayer Part 2
1) Note: In verse 16, he refers to the people as “Thy City Jerusalem”, “Thy Holy Mountain”.  
(a) Verse 17 = “Let thy face shine on thy desolate sanctuary”
· Is he not referring to the desolate people?  Verse 18 – “our desolations”
· Not the physical temple?
· We talked about the abomination of the Spiritual Desolations of the people in Mat. 24.
2) Verse 18 - “not presenting our supplications before thee on account of any merits of our own”
(a) Daniel has it correct as we practice today, we are not saved by deeds, but by God’s Grace.

· However, the full context of his prayer acknowledges punishment for failing to Obey.

· God requires this of all those who would be called His servants.
(b) Daniel sees this 70 year time frame coming to a close.  
· He wants to make sure the people are right!  It is like cleaning the house before mom gets home. 

· Repent Israel!  Forgive us God!

C) Verses 20-23 – Daniel’s Prayer Draws God’s Response
1) Gabriel comes to Daniel, saying at the start of his prayers there was command issued in regard to them. 

(a) Daniel is about to receive a message and Gabriel tells him to pay attention to it.
2) Note:  How wonderful a feeling it must be to know that by God Daniel is “highly esteemed”.
(a) The life of Daniel is an excellent example for us to emulate.
D) Verse 24-27 – The Seventy Weeks Disclaimer
1) NOTE:  There are a great number of Approaches to this text.  Study your Bible. 

(a) I have examined this text heavily over the years – I always feel as if I could know more.

2) Here is my approach on the 70 weeks:  Which are divided into 3 parts, 7 wks, 62 wks, and 1 wk.
E) Verse 24 – Accomplishments in 70 Weeks.
1) What do we know from this verse?

(a) 70 weeks is decreed for who?  The physical Israel and Jerusalem.  
· What is the 70 weeks?  It is exactly what the Hebrew text says - “70 sevens”.  
· I believe the sevens are years. This is not without precident.
· Numbers 14:34; Ezekiel 4:4-6
· So, from that we get 70 times 7 or 490 years for whatever will be said, to take place. 
(b) What is going to happen in the seventy weeks?
· Transgression is to be finished.  
· Transgression against what?  That would be the commands of the law.  
· Christ nailed the law to the cross with his death, burial, and resurrection. Col. 2:14.
· Sin is to be ended.  Heb. 9:26. Through Christ we have a covenant of forgiveness for sins. 

· Thus, we no longer carry sin with us, it has ended in that sense.
· Atonement (reconciliation) for iniquity is to occur.  
· Rom 5:10-11 - For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the atonement.
· Because of iniquity or sin, we have fell out of favor.
· Atonement is bringing us back into favor with God.
· Heb. 2:17 – Reconciliation is fulfilled in Christ.
· Everlasting Righteousness is to be ushered in. 
· Rom. 5:19-21
· Christ is the “One” whose obedience brought grace in righteousness.
· Righteousness is doing what is right in God’s eyes.
· Thus, grace abounds when we live eternally doing what is right in Christ.

a. Rom. 6:2 – Identifies Grace does not abound in continual sin.
· Vision and prophecy is to be sealed up?  
· The books should be closed on them.
· The visions and prophecy will be fulfilled.
· What Vision and Prophecy? 
· The visions and prophecies concerning Jesus Christ – 

·  Mentioned in Luke 24:44 and Acts 3:18.
· F. The Most Holy will be anointed. 
· Acts 10:38
· Heb 1:7-9 - And of the angels he saith, Who maketh his angels winds, And his ministers a flame a fire: but of the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever; And the sceptre of uprightness is the sceptre of thy kingdom.  Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; Therefore God, thy God, hath anointed thee With the oil of gladness above thy fellows.
· But what is anointing?  According to Thayer:
· consecrating Jesus to the Messianic office, and furnishing him with the necessary powers for its administration
· Knowing this we see:
· Mat 28:18  And Jesus came to them and spake unto them, saying, All authority hath been given unto me in heaven and on earth.
· Also the prophecy given back in Daniel 7:13-14
F) Verse 25 – Timeframe of Events Part 1
1) From an issuing of a decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until Christ there will be seven 7’s and three score and two 7’s (7 and 62 weeks).  
2) Which decree to restore and rebuild?  There were 4.  
(a) There was a decree by Cyrus to Build the Temple in 536 BC (Ezra 1:3)
(b) There was a decree of Darius I in 520 BC to rebuild the temple.
(c) King Artaxerxes decree in 457 BC (Ezra 4:12) commanded to build the city.
(d) This was commanded to stop, but then recommended in the book of Nehemiah in 444 BC.

3) If we take the 490 years and from the decree of Darius I in 457 BC this takes us to 33 AD.

(a)  (This is the same conclusion of Isaac Newton and a host of others).  
· This I believe is the decree of this prophecy.

4) The Bible says in Mat. 2:1 that Jesus was born in the days of Herod.  
(a) Josephus records Herod dying in 4 B.C. 

(b) Jesus began preaching when he was 30 (Luke 3:23).  
· This was the age when a Jew was considered a man who could share an opinion.  
(c) If Jesus was born in last year of Herod’s life, it would be roughly 26/27 AD when he was 30.

· That would be exactly the end of the 69th week and the start of the 70th week.  
· His ministry lasting according to most 3 and 1/2 years.  
· Taking us to 30 A.D. approx. which many regard as the time of his death.

5) It is important to recognize the language of verse 25…Otherwise, verse 26 may be confusing.  
(a) The language of verse 25 does not say threescore and nine 7’s. 
·  It could have but it did not.  
(b) It broke the time frame into two distinct pieces mainly:

·  Seven 7’s - the time frame following the decree of Artexerxes in which the Jews were rebuilding Jerusalem (Albert Barnes, Adam Clarke).  
· Three score and two 7’s - The time frame following the seven years that adds up to 69 and leads to the beginning of Christ’s ministry.

6) “the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times.”  
(a) These words are in reference to the first seven 7’s.

G) Verse 26 – Timeframe of Events Part 2
1) After threescore and two weeks (62) The messiah shall be cut off, but not for himself.  
(a) This is the second set of 7’s.  
· The key word here is “after”.  
· The Restoration of the city was in the first set of 7’s.

(b) After this second time frame, Jesus is cut off.  
· It is in the middle of the 70th week - 30 AD.  
· Christ did not die for himself, but for the sins of the entire world. 

2) The term “after” also references the destruction of Jerusalem.  
(a) Note: the destruction was not one of the original 6 items from verse 24 to be prophecied, thus, it is not tied to the timeframe of the 70 weeks.  
· Ex. After we win the game the soccer game, we will go to pizza.  When?  
· Sometime after.  
· If you were my family, that was following an hour of talking.  
· For some, it may have meant immediatly.  
· For others, it may have meant after a bath.  
· The fact is, we cannot tie Jerusalem into the 70 week time frame.  
· The facts we have only say that the destruction would occur after the 69th week.
3) The people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary.  
(a) “Prince” (strong’s 5057) is reference to the leader or ruler of the people.  
(b) This was utilized in the old testament in numerous places for the king of Israel.  
· It is my contention the prince here is a reference to Christ.  
· He indeed shall come.

· The verse does not say the prince himself was coming to destroy the city, but the people of the prince would destroy the city.  
· The verse also does not say the people were coming to destroy the city.  
· It was his own people in the city through their fear and debauchery that destroyed the city and the sanctuary.  
· Before the Romans were even in the city, the sanctuary was filled with countless bodies of dead Jewish nobility, according to Josephus.  
· It was their physical actions and sinfulness that brought destruction upon the city.  
· But if this is not a convincing argument, consider that Romans were people driven by the hand of God to destroy the city and sanctuary.  
· That, however, is not my belief.

4) The city shall end in a flood and to the end desolations will be determined.  
(a) The flood is not literal, but a flood of people, soldiers in destruction.  
(b) The desolations/desecrations will occur until the end of the destruction of Jerusalem.
H) Verse 27 – Timeframe of Events Part 3
1) And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week.    The He is Jesus.  
(a) Jesus began his ministry in the 70th week.  
(b) He confirmed the Word of God - Heb. 2:1-4
· He did so with miracles and signs and wonders.  
(c) We have looked at the 69 weeks.  
· We read after the 69th week at some point Jesus will be cut off and Jerusalem will be destroyed - yet the scripture did not nail down when.  
· Now, this discussion of the 70th week nails down one of those specifics - when Jesus will be crucified or “cut off”
2) In the midst of that week, sacrifices and grain offerings will cease.  How?  
(a) Well, Jesus was crucified in the middle of it (30 AD).  What did that signify?  
· It signified the end of the old covenant.  
· Thus, sacrifices and grain offerings had been put to a stop.  
· This is something the scriptures clearly teach - Heb. 10:1-13.  
· Did people still try to practice it?  Yes.  
· Are they still trying to practice this today?  Yes.  
· When was it stopped in according to God’s will?  - Upon Jesus Sacrifice.
3) “and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.“
(a) Not during the middle of the week, we have an independent sentence here.
· The words here convey the meaning “abominations which make desolate”
(b) The abominations of the Israelites made cause for them to be desolate (empty)
· The degree to which they were destroyed in complete by the Romans.
(c) “that determined” – captivity and destruction shall be given to the empty souls of the Israelites.
