“Daniel: Faithful In Adversity”
· Introduction: 

· Being accused of something when you are totally innocent of any wrong doing is difficult to handle.

A. It must have been for Daniel. Because Daniel did what was right, though he was sentenced to death.

· Daniel is much more than a thrilling child’s story; there are many valuable lessons from the life of this man who slept with lions.
B. I. Background To Daniel

C. Promise of Judah’s fall - 2 Kings 20:16-18.
· And Isaiah said unto Hezekiah, Hear the word of Jehovah. Behold, the days come, that all that is in thy house, and that which thy fathers have laid up in store unto this day, shall be carried to Babylon: nothing shall be left, saith Jehovah. And of thy sons that shall issue from thee, whom thou shalt beget, shall they take away; and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon.
D. The fulfillment of Judah’s fall to Babylon - Daniel 1:1-7.
E. Daniel and his friends are put to the test - Daniel 1:8-21.
F. Daniel was promoted and now, as an old man, he is tested again - Daniel 6.

II. The Plot Against Daniel

A. The Responsibility of Daniel - Daniel 6:1-3.
B. The Reputation of Daniel - Daniel 6:4-5.
C. The Accusation of Daniel’s Peers - Daniel 6:6-15.

D. The Reaction of King Darius - Daniel 6:14-28.
1. To Daniel - Daniel 6:14.
2. To Daniel’s Accusers - Daniel 6:24.
3. To Daniel’s God - Daniel 6:26-27.
A. III. Practical Lessons From Daniel

· With Adversity Comes Opportunity 
· Ex. Lakers Ballgame, Bullride, Our Jobs, Preaching Christ

· Matthew 5:16 - Even so let your light shine before men; that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.
· Job13:15 - Behold, he will slay me; I have no hope: Nevertheless I will maintain my ways before him.
· 1 Peter 2:19 - For this is acceptable, if for conscience toward God a man endureth griefs, suffering wrongfully.
· One never has to choose to do wrong 
· Ex. Swearing, Ignoring Needy, hollering at kids or spouse, gossip.

· 1 Corinthians 10:13 - There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.
· Revelation 2:10 (letter to church at Smyrna) - Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.
· Serving God is not always easy 
· Christ Healing Malchus Ear, speaking out about wrongs, not drinking with Co. Execs

· John 15:18-19 -  If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you.  If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you.
· BUT Romans 8:28 -  And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.
Don’t be ashamed of your faith 
· Ex. Family, Friends

· Mark 8:38 - Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation; of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.
· Philippians 1:20 - According to my earnest expectation and my hope, that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but that with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by life, or by death.
· Matthew 10:33 - But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven.
