The Paradoxes of the Cross 

A "paradox" is a "Statement that seems to contradict itself.”

A paradox involves statements that are contradictory yet true.

 It would appear that if one is true the other would have to be false.

· Standing is more tiring than walking. – (we stand when we walk).

· Do you have any new antiques?

· Trash - I'll get directly to it after awhile;   – A man’s directly isn’t necessarily a woman’s.

With this definition in mind, consider the paradoxes of the Cross.

I. WE FIND SADNESS AND JOY. – Birth sad, for wife, Joyful because of baby.
A. There is sadness because of His suffering 

· Isa 53:3-5; Mat 27:26-31 
B. There is joy because of our forgiveness  

1. Isa 53:6  

2. Eph 1:7 - In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace

3. How good does it feel when you know you are in big trouble and you are forgiven?  

· Ex. LEAVE IT TO BEAVER - Beaver got Wally a ball and paddle for his birthday.  A cheap gift.  Parents knew he went to store with more money.  – Found out he bought bow and arrow – He agreed to take it back... kept walking around block.  Real story is he broke bow when looking at it.  But family understood his dilemma and Beaver was relieved. JOY
II. WE FIND SURRENDERING AND CONQUERING. – Two Income Family Dilemma – Stay Home?
A. Jesus surrendered at the Cross.

1. He surrendered His heavenly home.

a. He came into the world.
· 1 Tim 1:15  - This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.


How does this Home Compare?  EVIL!  DIRTY! DARKNESS EVERYWHERE! Corrupted.

2. He surrendered His Glory.

· John 17:5  "And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was.
How?
a. He was born of the flesh.

· Mat. 2:4 – Hungry, Luke 7:38 – dirty feet, Matt. 26: 14-17 - betrayed, Matt. 26:37-38 – Grieved,  Matt. 27:39-40 – Mocked and abused, Matt. 27:50 – Died.
b. He was born of woman. 
· Gal 4:4-5  But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law,  to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.
Miraculous conception (not reception), but common birth.

c. He became the Son of Man  

· Phil 2:5-8    

· Lk 19:10 – “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.”
· He surrendered His life  
A. Jn 10:18  No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This commandment have I received of my Father.
a. He was put to death.

John 19:30  So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, "It is finished!" And bowing His head, He gave up His spirit.
B. 

Willingly on his own initiative!
· We conquer at the Cross 

1. Rom 8:37-39

2. In His surrendering, He conquered and made us conquerors.

C. Why Did Jesus Surrender by:

a. Coming into the world?  that we may enter heaven 

b. Being born of the flesh? that we may be born of the Spirit   
· Jn 3:5 – Jesus Answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God.

Being born of woman? that we may be born of God.

· 1 John 5:4 - For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world; our faith.
c. Becoming the Son of Man? that we may be the sons of God 

· 1 Jn 3:1-2

Being put to death? that we may be made alive.

· Col 2:12-13  buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.  And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses,
D. III. WE FIND REJECTION AND ACCEPTANCE. – Coke Machine
A. Jesus was rejected of men 
· Jn 1:11-13
· Mankind still today continues to Reject Jesus – School prayer, symbols, shirts, commandments, beliefs.

B. We are accepted of God because of what happened at the cross
· Eph 1:5-6
· Acts 10:34-35 -  Then Peter opened his mouth and said: "In truth I perceive that God shows no partiality. " But in every nation whoever fears Him and works righteousness is accepted by Him.

· Acceptance would not be possible except through Christ!

E. IV. WE FIND HATE AND LOVE.  – Getting Pool Ready to Swim In.
A. God hates sin.

1. At the Cross Jesus accepted the punishment of man for their sins.

· 2 Cor 5:21- For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.
· Mat 27:46 - And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, "Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?" that is, "My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?"   Previously suggested this was because for the first time, the father’s face was hidden from Jesus.  Isaiah 59:1-2
B. God loves sinners.

1. We can accept the grace of God (John 3:16).

· All that God has done for us – blessings, opportunities, Israel’s example, prophets, His Son, The Word
F. V. WE FIND ENEMIES AND FRIENDS. – Like winning the Lottery
1. Enemies- 
2. Jews wanted to silence Jesus. 

3. They wanted to live w/o Jesus. 

4. They wanted to remove Jesus
· Phil 3:18-19 - For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ: whose end is destruction, whose god is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame; who set their mind on earthly things.

· Today as then there are enemies of Christ.

1. Friends-

2. They wanted to see Jesus. 

3. They wanted to serve Jesus. 

4. They wanted to follow Jesus.

· Today as then, there are friends of Christ.

Conclusion with a Paradox

· I. You must be a servant to enjoy freedom!

