Distinction between the Covenants – Authority - 5

I. Introduction

A. Authority does not come from personal feelings, popular majority, or sincerity.

B. Living with a lack of authority will lead to eternal destruction.

C. Authority inheres in God.  

1. The Father delegated authority to Jesus who only did and said exactly what the Father commanded.

2. Jesus delegated Authority to the Apostles

3. The Apostles taught only the words of Jesus, which were the words of the Father.

4. The Final Authority to direct our lives is the Bible by inspiration of the Holy Spirit.

II. Two Follow up points Regarding Biblical Inspiration and it Being the Final Authority for Lives

D. Some folks say they live by only the Red Letters in the Bible.

1. (Some Translations put in red the words Jesus directly spoke). 

2. This does not agree with what we have just studied.  The apostles spoke the Words of Jesus.

a. Mat 28:20 – [go to the nations] teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you
b. Jn 14:26 - But the Comforter, even the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said unto you.
c. Mat 10:20 - For it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.
d. Jn 12:48 - The one who rejects me and does not receive my words has a judge; the word that I have spoken will judge him on the last day.  - is not just the red letters
E. There were others who had gifts by the laying on of hands of the apostles.  

1. Some were able to speak prophecy – Mark, Luke, Acts, James, Jude – 

2. Were their words as authoritative?  Yes, their words were given by the Holy Spirit.

a. I Cor. 2:9-13 – God gave the spirit so we might know His Words.
b. Eph 3:3-5 - how that by revelation was made known unto me the mystery, as I wrote before in few words, whereby, when ye read, ye can perceive my understanding in the mystery of Christ;  which in other generations was not made known unto the sons of men, as it hath now been revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit; – Inspired words were given to the apostles and prophets.
F. When we read the Words of the New Testament, we are reading the inspiration of God.

1. But What About the Old Testament? We have just mentioned Jesus and inspired men of the New Test.

2. How we view the inspiration of the Bible, is going to influence how we view its Authority.
a. Heb 1:1  God, having of old time spoken unto the fathers in the prophets by divers portions and in divers manners, - We Know the Old Testament has the words of God by prophets.
b. 2 Tim. 3:16 – “all scripture is inspired of God” - The Bible is Verbal Authorization from God.

III. What Covenant Are We Accountable Today?

G. Questions to Ask - Accountability

1. Why did Abraham not ever observe the passover?

2. Why did Joshua not ever be baptized for remission of sins?

3. Why did John the baptiser not observe the Lord’s supper?

H. Answer lies in the relationship of those individuals with the covenants they lived.

1. Abraham was not part of Law of Moses.  He did not live under it.
2. Gal 3:16-17 - Now to Abraham were the promises spoken, and to his seed. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.  Now this I say: A covenant confirmed beforehand by God, the law, which came four hundred and thirty years after, doth not disannul, so as to make the promise of none effect.
3. Joshua was not baptized for remission of sins, because he lived under the law of Moses.

4. For John, the Lords Supper was to be done in the Kingdom Luke 22:29-30.  He lived before it.

I. More Questions

1. Abel made animal sacrifice – Why don’t we?
2. Noah built an ark – Why Don’t we?
3. Moses worshipped in a tabernacle – Why Don’t we?
4. Israel Worshipped with Instruments – Why Don’t We?
5. These are all items written in the Bible.  Part of Commandments God Gave

6. How do I know if I don’t have to do these things or if it is wrong to do them?
IV. A Beginning to Understanding is Determining What the Bible Says about the Covenants

A. Heb. 8:6-10 – Jeremiah Centuries before spoke of a New Covenant.
1. Vs. 6-7 Says he has done this.

2. Vs. 13 – Says it is made the old ready to vanish.

a. It was old and aging even then during the time of Jeremiah

B. Heb. 10:9-10 (Psm. 40:6-7) – Word’s Attributed to Christ.
1. He came to do God’s Will.

2. He took away the first covenant with His death upon the Cross.

3. To establish the second – which is what sanctifies us.

a. It is this covenant in His Blood that allows us to be holy.

C. Gal. 3:19 - The Promise was about Jesus.
1. Vs. 19 - Law given until Christ comes.

2. Vs. 21 – Was the law against God’s promises?  No, it just couldn’t bring life.

3. Vs. 24 – The Law was just a tutor, a schoolmaster, to lead to Christ.

a. The Greek word [pedagogue] here actually is descriptive of a servant who lead them to and from school and took care of them during school hours.  He was not a teacher.

4. Vs. 25 – Faith here is not our belief, but rather the coming of the faith, that is covenant of Christ.

V. Summary

A. (Heb. 8:6-7) - Law had a purpose but it was fulfilled.  

1. Christ has come with something better.

2. It is not with fault like the old covenant.

B. (Heb. 10:9-10) – “I have come to do thy Will, Oh God”.  What is that will?  

1. To take away the first and establish the second.  

2. It is by the second will that we are sanctified.

C. (Gal. 3) – Law had a purpose - To last until Christ came.  

1. Now that His covenant come, we are no longer under the old.

D. What does this tell us about Biblical Authority?

1. We cannot go to the Old Testament scriptures to find justification for the things we do in Christian work and worship today.

2. Gal. 5:2-4 – Paul states we are severed from Christ if we seek our Authority from the Old Law.

3. Col. 2:13-14  And you, being dead through your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, you, I say, did he make alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses; having blotted out the bond written in ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us: and he hath taken it out that way, nailing it to the cross; 
a. When Jesus Died, the old law died with Him.  He brought a New Covenant with Him.

4. We cannot go to the Old Testament to find the commandments we are to live by today.

A Pressing Application About the Distinction between Covenants for Today

A. New Testament teaches one must be baptized to be saved.

1. Mk. 16:16, Acts 2:38, Acts 22:16

2. One Might Say: I don’t think baptism is necessary because thief on the cross was not baptized.

a. No Water anywhere

b. Jesus told him he would be in Paradise.

3. If thief was not baptized, then neither do I!

4. But what about the covenants?  When did the thief live and die?

a. Before or after the New Covenant Established?

5. Heb. 9:15-17 - New Covenant came into effect when Jesus Died – 

a. Thief lived before establishment of new covenant. Baptism for remission of sins was not in effect.

6. It is apples to oranges to compare ourselves to the thief on the Cross.  

B. This is an important distinction because:

1. If We don’t know where we get Authority for our Actions:

a. We could require something of someone that is not required

b. We could tell someone they don’t have to do something when they have to do so.

c. We could introduce aspects to our life which God does not authorize today – LTC Churches

· Adding or Taking from God’s Command will result in our Destruction.

C. What is the proper useage of the Old Testament?

1. Rom. 15:4

2. I Cor. 10:11

a. We go to the Old Testament to learn principles; to see examples of God’s Blessing and Judgement.

b. We don’t go to learn the details about how to serve.

· We don’t learn to build an ark… we learn that God rewards the righteous, saves the obedient, and punishes the disobedient.
VI. Why Do We Need to Establish Biblical Authority for what We Do?

1. To properly serve our God with our lives

a. Eph 2:10 - For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God afore prepared that we should walk in them.
b. Proper Service to God Glorifies Him!  Improper Service separates us from Him.
2. To Establish the Truth to Others

a. Mat 28:19 - Go ye therefore, and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit:
b. We cannot be effective teachers if we can’t live our lives by the authority of the scriptures.
3. To Defend the Truth

a. 1Pe 3:15 -  but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect,
b. When we can can identify authority for all that we do, the defense of the scriptures is made easy.
VII. Closing - What Have We Learned Today?

A. Bible was written by men inspired   -   Old and New are God’s Words.  -   We live under a new covenant  - 

The Authority of the Old Covenant Died with Christ  -  All Authority today is from the New Covenant.

This allows us to: Properly Serve God – Establish Truth to Others  - Defend the Truth with Authority.

