The Community Church
(Inspired in Part by: http://preachersfiles.com/philosophical-underpinings-of-the-emerging-church/) 
I Introduction – There are many efforts under the label “new”, to attract people to God. - Ecclesiastes 1:9
A The Community Church Movement
1 Referred to as “Emerging Church” or more understandably – Liberalism.
2 Leading Examples of this type of Church are:

a Willow Creek Community Church

b Saddleback Community Church

c The Hills Church of Christ (Formerly Richland Hills Church of Christ)
B Community Churches engage in Postmodern Existentialism
1 Postmodernism Theology: A focus on being cutting edge and different from past religious practices.
a Past doctrine and ideology are rejected for newly developed thought.
2 Existentialism: Reality is based on your own personal experiences, perceptions, and emotions.

a There are no absolute rights and wrongs.  These are determined by the individual.
3 Postmodern Existentialism: Making everyone feel good about their own perceived religious experience regardless of what they have to do. 
C Community Churches are Anthropocentric!

1 Remember?  This is Man centered.

a Community Churches focus on the perceived needs and wants of man

b Community Churches focus on his experiences and responses to them.
c Community Churches change to appeal to the greatest mass of people.
2 You should not be surprised when you hear of Community Churches which are open 7 days a week offering, meals, gyms, restaurants, coffee shops, hair salons, schools, daycare, concerts, dances, plays, and puppet shows.  
3 Do not be surprised when you hear of the use of instruments, waving of hands, swaying, micing, praise teams, faith only, the sinner’s prayer, rejection of the deity of Christ, rejection of his resurrection, traditional and modern services, Saturday and Sunday worship services, female ministers and leadership, and open association with other faiths.
4 This is all done in the name of attracting people to God.

D When and how did this begin?

1 The current model of Community Churches is said to be based on the Willow Creek Community Church started in1975.  There respectable goal was to unify the people.  
2  I would suggest that in reality it began with first departures from Biblical Authority.  
a It was present in the first century.

b It was obvious with the Development of the RCC.

c Later, the Reformation, rather than a Restoration, became a birth of Denominational Daughters.
d Postmodernism became more apparent in America with the introduction of the Missionary Society and Instrumental Music in the Church in 1849; 1856.

e This led to the development and split of the Church into the Disciples of Christ and “Christian Churches” in 1906, 1926.
f The fundamental Issue was Failing to Understand and Follow Biblical Authority 
II The Willow Creek Community Church

A In 1975, Willow Creek Community Church asked the community:

1 "Why do you not attend church?" They answered:

a Churches are always asking for money

b Church services were boring and lifeless

c Church services were predictable
d Sermons were irrelevant to daily life in the real world

e The preacher made people feel guilty or ignorant, so they leave church feeling worse than when they entered the doors."

2 The Call was for Change! Change! Change!

a Remember the people of Samuel’s Day?

· 1 Samuel 8:4-7 - They rejected God for man.
· I Samuel 8:10-13 - How did their hopey, changey thing work out?
B What Should Willow Creek Have Concluded from the Responses?

1 Response #1 - “Churches are always asking for money”
a 1 Corinthians 16:2 - Upon the first day of the week let each one of you lay by him in store, as he may prosper, that no collections be made when I come.
b 1 Corinthians 9:14 - Even so did the Lord ordain that they that proclaim the gospel should live of the gospel.
c 1Timothy 5:16-18 - If any woman that believeth hath widows, let her relieve them, and let not the church be burdened; that it may relieve them that are widows indeed.  Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in the word and in teaching. For the scripture saith, Thou shalt not muzzle the ox when he treadeth out the corn. And, The laborer is worthy of his hire.
d Who should be Followed?  God or Men?

2 Response #2 - “Church Services were Boring and Lifeless”
a Matthew 22:37 - Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.

b 1 John 5:12 - He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.
c Gal 5:22-23 - But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.
d Colossians 3:15-16 - And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.

e John 4:24 – God is spirit, those that worship Him must worship in Spirit and Truth.
f If the services were Boring and Lifeless, whose fault was it?
3 Response #3 - Church Services were Predictable

a The Bible provides examples of Assembly, Encouragement, Singing, Teaching, Praying, Giving, and partaking of the Lord’s Supper.  

b 1 Corinthians 14:33 - For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints.

c 1 Corinthians 14:40 - Let all things be done decently and in order.
d Heb 12:28 - Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear:
· Reverence for God compels man to follow the Biblical Pattern.

e Again, Who Should be Followed?  God or Man?
4 Response #4 - “Sermons were irrelevant to daily life in the real world”
a 2 Timothy 3:16-17 - All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.
b Peter 1:2-3 - Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord, According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue:
c There is only one possible way sermons were irrelevant.  The sermon was not according to Scripture.

5 Response #5 - “The preacher made people feel guilty or ignorant, so they left church feeling worse than when they entered the doors.”

a Hebrews 12:5-14 – Guilt is not a bad thing to have if you have committed sin.
b I Tim. 2:15 – Be diligent to show thyself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, handling accurately the word of truth. – There is a solution for ignorance, it is not limited by intelligence, but by effort.
c Act 17:30 - The times of ignorance therefore God overlooked; but now he commandeth men that they should all everywhere repent:
d Sadly, many preachers due to fear of being fired, disliked, or losing members has stepped away from teaching sermons that aren’t “feel good”, “happy happy joy joy” sermons.
· People have mistakenly associated these sermons with an absence of love.

(i) Rather, these are loving sermons that desire people put themselves in a position of salvation.
· Remember: Christ spoke not only of our heavenly treasure, but repentance, judgment, and hell.

C Willow Creek Decided to Listen to Man instead of God and Followed Postmodern Existentialism.
1 They thought they would bring unity by approaching Religion in a bold new way!
a Unfortunately, the bold new way is not the Biblical Way.
· Jer. 6:16 - Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. But they said, We will not walk therein.
2 Willow Creek Should have decided to Follow God’s Pattern Rather than Please Man
a They should have desired to create unity through the Word rather than emotion.

b Instead they have become a divider of souls from Christ.
III Community Churches have Developed a Number of Problematic Goals Trying to Please Man.
A Goal #1 - Accept everyone and their beliefs – “I’m Ok, You’re Ok”
1 This sounds good.  Don’t judge based on looks.  Don’t judge me for what I do.  Love me for who I am.

a Eph 4:4-6 - There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.  – Problem: The Bible says there is only one Faith.
b 1Peter 3:11 - And let him turn away from evil, and do good; Let him seek peace, and pursue it. You reject the Word of God. – Problem: What is good and evil? If we are all OK?
c I Corinthians 15:33 – Do not be deceived, Bad company corrupts good morals.
B Goal #2 – Have conversation rather than “preaching”
1 Don’t tell me what I should or shouldn’t do, let’s have a conversation about what I think is right for me.
a 1 Corinthians 1:21 - For seeing that in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom knew not God, it was God's good pleasure through the foolishness of the preaching to save them that believe.
b 2 Timothy 4:2 - preach the word; be urgent in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching.

c Proverbs 14:12 - There is a way which seemeth right unto a man; But the end thereof are the ways of death.

d Problem:  The scriptures have to be ignored to do this. 
C Goal #3 - Avoid doctrinal dogmatism and moral absolutes.
1 If you just tell me about love and happiness, I will stay and bring my friends.  The Church will grow!
2 Galatians 5:19-21 - Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these: fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousies, wraths, factions, divisions, parties, envyings, drunkenness, revellings, and such like; of which I forewarn you, even as I did forewarn you, that they who practise such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.
3 1Co 6:9-10 -  Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.
a Problem:  These are moral absolutes.
4 Acts 20:27 - For I shrank not from declaring unto you the whole counsel of God.
a Problem: Paul didn’t avoid anything, that’s pretty dogmatic!
D Goal #4 - Influence others by your own example
1 Just be you and let your example shine to the world!
2 3 John 1:11 – Beloved, imitate not that which is evil, but that which is good. He that doeth good is of God: he that doeth evil hath not seen God – 
a Problem: Your example may not be the example God wants anyone being influenced by.
E Community Church Goals are based on Feelings rather than God’s Word.

1 Yes, they feel like they are doing what is right.
2 Yes, they feel like the more people that gather the happier God will be.
3 Yes, they feel like they are bringing people closer to God.
4 Unfortunately, it is a lie.  Feelings are no substitute for truth.
IV Closing
A Community Church – Emerging Church – Postmodern Existentialism – Liberalism

1 It is all about a focus on man, his wants, his needs, his emotions.

2 It is a big house of unbiblical practices.

3 This is nothing new.  

B The Willow Creek Community Church of Christ

1 They wanted to create Unity.
a So did the folks at the tower of Babel.
2 They asked a great number of questions.
a However, they failed to respond to them in a Biblical way.

3 Unity that is not under God only results in Separation between God and man.
C The Community Church has set forth Human Goals instead of Godly Principles.

1 This has led to man serving more than God.
2 A failure to preach the God’s truth.
3 A rejection of morality as God has established it.
4 A failure to follow Christ’s example.
D There is only one Foundation

1 1 Corinthians 3:11 - For other foundation can no man lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.
a The community Church Movement is built on the sand of man’s emotion.
b When the Rock of Christ falls upon it, it will be scattered as dust. (Mt. 21:44)
2 It is Christ’s words which will judge you in the final day.

a If you want to live by his words, you can’t live in the Community Church.

