Establishing Authority

Commands

I. Introduction – Credit - Dave Miller – Wayne Jackson – Eddie Parrish

A. Past Lessons
1. All Authority of Jesus came from the Father

2. All scripture is inspired by the Father

3. The foundation of our lives must be build on Jesus

4. The New Testament provides the authority of Jesus for the details of our service today

5. The Old Testament provides examples of God’s Judgement and Blessing

a. It serves as a watchman (Ez. 33)

6. Biblical Authority is necessary for our salvation, the salvation of others, and the defense of truth.

II. Establishing Biblical Authority

A. Establishing authority is not the same as hermeneutics.

1. "Hermeneutics" is a set of rules for interpreting or explaining. 
a. Many Hermeneutics: Mystical method, allegorical method, spiritual method, hierarchical method, rationalistic method, apologetic method, dogmatic method, inductive method, deductive method.

b. Today, many churches we are acquainted with, churches our young folks are visiting with for the purpose of socialization, are suggesting we need a new hermeneutic or way of looking at the authority of the Scriptures.

a. Matt. 21:24-27 – We Focused on this Scripture Two Lessons ago. (Baptism of John – Heaven or man)
b. Jesus recognized the need to establish God’s authority not develop a man made hermeneutic.

· Jewish hermeneutics led to Israel's apostasy (Matt. 15:8-9; Matt. 23).

· Today, many religions and false teachers in the Lord’s Church instruct their members to interpret the Bible based on their creeds, catechisms, other gospels, or hermeneutics.

· Christians cannot interpret God's word based on man-made rules of interpretation.

c. Jesus has not given us a rulebook to use in interpreting His word. The Bible is its own built in hermeneutic.  It’s own authority provides the understanding.

· Eph 5:17 - Wherefore be ye not foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.

· 1 Pet. 4:11 – Only way we can speak with Authority is if he allows us understanding.
· 2 Cor. 4:3-4 – 

B. The Composition of Bible Authority

1. Bible is made of direct statements, accounts of action, and implications to impart authority.

a. This is how it guides our lives!
b. You might know these as command, example, and necessary inference 

c. God’s Word is in the form of these three. 

· From it, we gather Authority for everything, as Jesus Did.

· Because the Word is understandable as it is, we need no hermeneutic.  We must simply obey.

2. Let’s take a closer look at How The Bible guides our lives.

Direct Statements

A. The Bible is a book of law

1. Isa. 2:2-3 – The New Law will begin in Jerusalem.

2. Jer. 31:33 – New Covenant is Law.

3. 1 Cor. 9:20-21 – However Paul approached folks he always did so under the Law of Christ.

4. Gal. 6:2 – There is a command to fulfill the law of Christ.

5. Simply put, the Bible being a book of law contains commands that are to be obeyed. 

6. What does it mean to give command?

a. com·mand  - To direct with authority; give orders to.

7. Command are delivered by “Direct Statements”
B. 5 Approaches to Delivering Direct Statements which Establish Authority Over Our Actions
a. Imperative Statement – Imperative statements are commands.
· Ex. Mark 16:15 - Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. 

· Ex. Acts 2:38 - Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
b. With imperatives we are told exactly what we must obey.

a. Declarative statement – To state something authoritatively; affirm.   

· Ex. Mark 16:16 - “He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned.” 
b. A declarative statement simply states a fact with authority.

c. If one wishes to be saved, he must be baptized.

· This is authority for which we must be obedient.

1. Interrogative statements – A sentence or an expression that asks a question. 

· Interrogative statements impose demands upon us.

· Ex. 1 Kings 18:21 - And Elijah came to all the people, and said,"How long will you falter between two opinions? If the LORD is God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow him." 
· Ex. Acts 22:18 - And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.' – Demands Action

· Ex. Rom 6:3-4 - “Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?” – This demands the proper baptism.
b.  All of these questions call upon the hearer to act according to the Authority of the Will of God.

a. Hortatory statements – an exhortation or strong urging.
· Ex. Heb 6:1 -Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of Christ, let us go on to perfection, not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God,

b. The Hebrew author provides life guidance by the Authority of the Father.
c. Optative statements - Expressing a wish or choice.

· Ex. Rom 6:2 - God forbid.  We who died to sin, how shall we any longer live therein?
d. The point is clear, this statement expresses righteous living by God’s Authority.
2. These 5 types direct statements are all Biblical Reality.  When God is giving the direction they carry the same authority as a command.  They are unflawed and not a man-made hermeneutic.
C. 5 Classifications of Direct Statements which Establish Authority over Our Actions
1. Moral and Religious Commands –  10 Commandments  -  Jesus Greatest Commands.
a. Moral commands have to do with man’s relationship to mankind.

· Commandment like, “Thou shalt not steal,” and “Though shalt not commit adultery,” are moral.
· Ex. 1Co 8:13 - Wherefore, if meat causeth my brother to stumble, I will eat no flesh for evermore, that I cause not my brother to stumble.
· Ex. Mat 5:44 - but I say unto you, love your enemies, and pray for them that persecute you;
· Ex. Gal 6:10 - So then, as we have opportunity, let us work that which is good toward all men, and especially toward them that are of the household of the faith. – These are moral
· When we are more worried about our Brothers’ and Sisters’ salvation than our comfort, entertainment, or position – We have right mindset on our relationship w/our fellow man.

· Religious commands involve humanity’s reverence and relationship to the Creator. 

· (OT) – Circumcision, Offering of incense, Offering sacrifices, Observing the Sabbath (OT)

· (NT) - Baptism, Gathering on 1st Day of Week, Partaking of Lord’s Supper (NT)

· These are religious obligations intended to test man’s loyalty to God and Glorify Him.

b. Are we willing to Trust the Lord?  

c. In faith, will we follow both His Moral commands and His religious commands?

a. Positive and Negative Commands

· Positive commands require a responsibility

· Ex. Jesus instituted Lord’s supper - 1 Cor. 11:24 -, “This do in remembrance of me” 
-    This was a positive command. 
· Those Christians who neglect the observance of the communion upon the first day of the week (Acts 20:7) have violated one of the Savior’s positive commands.

· Negative commands prohibit wrong-doing. 

· Ex. When Paul stated, “Lie not one to another” - Col. 3:9, he gave a negative command. 

· In this day, being “negative” is frowned upon by many. 

- Don’t want to hear No!  Many kids and Adults ignore No.  “It’s about the Bling”
a. Remember eight of the Ten Commandments were negative. 

· Isa. 55:8-9 - God’s thoughts do not necessarily harmonize with modern trends - 
2. Generic and Specific Commands

· Generic Commands – require general obligation
· Judgement of how to fulfill that obligation is left largely up to the individual.

·  Ex.  “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to the whole creation” (Mk. 16:15).  How may one Go? 
· One may “go” personally (by means of plane, automobile, etc.), or he might “go” indirectly (Mailing tracts, internet recordings, supporting others, etc.).
b. Specific Commands – requires precision in our obligation.
· No choice involved in a specific command. 

· Ex. Act 2:38 - And Peter said unto them, Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins; and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  
· Peter did not say “go get wet”; He used the word - baptizō - “be immersed,”

· No Authority for either sprinkling or pouring of “baptismal” water. 

3. Universal and Limited Commands
· Universal Commands – To all mankind
· Ex. Adam and Eve – “Be fruitful and multiply fill the earth” – Same to Noah and Family

· Ex.  Act 17:30 - The times of ignorance therefore God overlooked; but now he commandeth men that they should all everywhere repent:  - No one is exempt
· Ex. Mk. 16:16 – Baptism and belief are Universal.
· Limited Commands - Not all commands are for everyone.
· Ex. The Command to be circumcised – (Gen. 17:10-14) – Males – Hebrew or Servants of.

· Ex. The command to observe the Passover feast annually (Ex. 12:14) – Only Israel

· Ex. Christ said: “Tarry ye in the city, until ye be clothed with power from on high” (Lk. 24:49). 

a. To determine our Authority for Action, we must pay attention to the classifications of Statements. 
4. Temporary and Permanent Commands
· Temporary Commands – Not intended to last forever
· Ex. Ex. 20:8 - “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy” – Authority stopped at Cross.

· Ex. The Law was a tutor, but not it is fulfilled (Gal. 3:24-25).  Obsolete has not Authority.
· Ex. 1 Cor. 14:1 - “Desire spiritual gifts” – These have passed on.  I Cor. 13:10.
a. Permanent Commands
· Ex. Jesus, with reference to marriage, charged: “What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder” (Mt. 19:6).  Permanent as long as Marriage Lasts. 
· Ex. Mar 12:29 - Jesus answered, The first is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God, the Lord is one: and thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength. 
1. Closing – What have we learned?  We are learning to Establish Authority.
A. God Delivers Commands to us by utilizing direct statements from His Inspired Word.

2. Different approaches in delivering direct statements that command the Authority in our lives.

3. Different classifications of those direct statements which command the Authority in our lives.

a. None of these are man made hermeneutic.  They are words of God.

b. The Bottom line in recognizing the authority of God’s Commands:
c.  They are one way of three of knowing the authorization God has given for our actions.
· Direct Statement, Example, Implication
B. Two ways of Interpreting Something
1. What someone/something says – We have looked at this today.

2. What someone/something does – This will be the substance of our next lesson.

· These things are common sense.  They are how we interpret everyday.

1. Invitation

2. What did Jesus Preach on this earth?  Obedience through love to the Father.

3. What did He do on this earth?  He lived a life of loving obedience to the Father.

4. Are you ready to walk in the steps of Jesus?

5. Are you ready to lay your life down in His Service?

· You can place your life in the watery grave of baptism today.

· You can arise anew, an heir to the kingdom of God.

c. Now is the time.

