Colossians 3:18-4

I. Introduction

A. Review Chap. 1
1. Colossians had received the Word and Paul Prayed they Grow continually in it.

2. Through Christ we are heirs and reconciled, but we must be faithful to his Will.

B. Review Chap. 2
1. Paul encouraged the Colossians to endure in Christ, who is Diety

2. He wonders why on earth anyone would leave Christ.

C. Review Chap. 3:1-17
1. Seek Spiritual Things

2. Do not Return to your old ways.

3. Put on Christian Virtues guiding your life with His Authority.

II. Chapter 3 (continued)

A. Vs. 18-4:1 – Our Relationship to others under Christ
1. These Verses Establish 2 Key Points:

a. We are to do our best to serve those who have a higher authority than us. 

· We are serving God in all roles, not just men.

b. Responsibility rules those with authority, to use it wisely.

· Authority requires kindness, patience, and remembering all men are servants.

· Heb. 13:17
2. Vs. 18-19 – Husbands and Wives 
a. hupotassō
· to arrange under, to subordinate, to subject, put in subjection, to subject one’s self, obey, to submit to one’s control, to yield to one’s admonition or advice, to obey, be subject

b. Verses Using this Word

· Luke 2:51 – Christ subject to parents

· I Pet. 5:5 – Younger to older

· Luke 10:17 – Spirits/Demons were subject to disciples by Christ’s Authority

· Rom. 13:1, I Pet. 2:13 – Subject to Governmen

· I Cor. 14:32 – Spirit of tongues/prophecy, subject to the prophets.

· I Cor. 15:27 – All Things subject to Christ.

· I Cor. 16:16 – Submission to those established in Christ.

· Eph. 5:21 - Submission to fellow Christians.

· I Cor. 14:34, Eph. 5:22, I Pet. 3:1,5 – Wives to Husbands.

· Eph. 5:24 – Wives to Husbands as Church to Christ.

· Titus 2:9, I Pet. 2:18 – Servants to Masters

· Heb. 12:9/James 4:7 – Christians Subject to God

c. I Cor. 7:15 – The Word Bondage is only used in regard to a slave/master relationship.  A wife is not a slave.  She is not bound to things which would cause her to sin.

d. Eph. 5:22-33 – Further establishes this relationship’s similarity between Christ and Church.

· To be a relationship of love and service.

3. Vs. 20-21 – Children and Parents – 

a. hupakouō - Same Root as Above.
· to listen, to harken

· of one who on the knock at the door comes to listen who it is

· to harken to a command

· to obey, be obedient to, submit to
b. Scripture Useage

· Mat. 8:27 – Wind and Sea Obey Christ

· Mark. 1:27 – Spirits obey Christ

· Luke 17:6 – Tree would uproot itself and plant elsewhere.

· Acts 6:7 – Priests obedient to the gospel.

· Acts 12:13 – Maid came to open door.

· Rom. 6:12 – Man obeying sin.

· Rom. 6:26 – man obedient to sin or righteousness

· Eph. 6:1 – children obeying.

· Eph. 6:5 – servants to masters

· Col. 3:20 – children obeying parents.

· I Pet. 3:6 – Sarah obeying Abraham in calling him Lord.
c. This word is never used for wives in submission to husbands, with exception of Sarah.

· Sarah chose to call Abraham Lord.

· Note: She also told him to get rid of Hagar and he complied.

d. This relationship establishes the ability of Authority to crush the spirit being used incorrectly.

· Indeed, how God could have crushed our spirits, knowing we are not perfect.
4. Vs. 22-4:1 – Slaves/Servants and Masters

a. Slaves/Servants

· Service, not because of authority, but because you want to do right.

· Objective is working as if you were working for God.

· The Lord provides the true reward.

· It is wrong not to serve properly (the one addressed is still the servant in this text).

b. Masters

· All authority does not rest with a master.  Nor is it wrong to have a servant or slave.

· Again, authority is a great responsibility.

B. Summary of Chapter 3 – Christians have roles as individuals and collectively which cannot be ignored.
I. Chapter 4:1-18 – Final Exhortations and Closing
A. Vs. 2-4 – Prayer with Alertness and Thanksgiving
1. Why alertness? (3:15)

2. Thankfulness – Luke 17:12-17

B. Vs. 5-6 – Wisely watch our interaction with those who are without the church.
1. Make the most of opportunities

2. Control your tongue

a. Patience and Love

C. Vs. 7-9 – Tychicus and Onesimus Delivering Letter from Paul.
1. Onesimus is a faithful brother returning to Philemon whose house the Colossians worshipped at.

a. He is noted as one of their number.

2. Tychicus is mentioned in many passages as a traveling companion of Paul and faithful Christian:

a. Acts 20:4

b. Eph. 6:21 

c. 2 Tim. 4:12
d. Titus 3:12

e. Believed to be of Ephesus

D. Vs. 10-11 – Greetings and Instructions regarding fellow brothers.
a. Aristarchus a Companion of Paul’s.

b. Acts 19:29, 20:4, Acts 27:2, Philemon 1:24.

2. Mark – Author of the Book of Mark

a. Acts 15:37 – Center of debate between Barnabas and Paul.

3. Jesus/Justus – Only time mentioned in scripture.

4. These men were all Jews.

E. Vs. 12-13 – Epaphras
1. A Fellow Prisoner from Collasae.

2. Concerned for the sister cities.

F. Vs. 14 – Luke and Demas
1. Luke the Author of the Book of Luke and Acts

2. Demas – Phm. 1:24, 2 Tim. 4:10 – Falls away.

G. Vs. 15-17 – Greetings to Laeodocia. 
1. Identifies the location of the Church.

2. Identifies the sharing of letters.

3. Encouragement to Archippus also mentioned in Philemon.

H. Paul Closes

