Colossians 1:21-2:23

I. Summary of Colossians Chap 1:1-20
A. Colossians had received the Word and it was Prayed they Grow continually in it.
B. It is through Christ we are qualified to be heirs of God.
1. Christ was Deity and supreme in all things.
2. He is supreme or “first born” over life and death.

II. Vs. 13-23  Continued… – Our Inheritance is Because of the Father through Christ.
A. Vs. 21-23 – The Reconciliation of Christ Requires Our Faithful Obedience to His Will.
1. Christ died to Reconcile us.
a. Reconciliation only comes through believe (therefore hope) and obedience to the Word which we have received.
b. That Word has been preached throughout the world.
2. Point: If we do not obey, he will not present us holy and blameless.

III. Vs. 24-29 – There is no secret Knowledge!
A. Vs. 24 - Paul is fulfilling the Christian Struggle to make certain the Truth is Revealed.
1. His suffering has been to see salvation proclaimed.
a. It is a continuation of the suffering of Christ, since he is part of His body Church.
b. In a small way, Christians continually suffer as Christ’s body.
· 2Ti 3:12 - Yea, and all that would live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.
c. In all of this, Paul rejoices!  Why?
· Paul has been made a minister of the Word!
· The Word brings hope to mankind.
· It makes them complete in Christ.
· This is something to rejoice about!
· This is the purpose of his work.
· This is why Paul has been given the gifts of the H.S.  Confirmation, Edification, Glorification, in spreading the Word.

2. Important:  The Word is no longer a mystery.  There is no secret knowledge to be shared.
a. 2 Ti 3:16 - Every scripture inspired… teaching, for reproof, for correction, for instruction…
b. Nothing more is needed.


Colossians 2

I. Vs. 1–23 - Encouragement and warnings against False Teachings.
A. Vs. 1-5 – Stay in Christ which has given you all knowledge for salvation.
1. Vs. 1 – “those who have not personally seen my face”
a. Some suggest none of these folks had seen Paul before.
b. Note:  Col. 4:13 – Mentioned Hieropolis and Laodicea. 
c. It is suggested by some that since Colossae and Laodicea are mentioned in vs. 1, that those who had not seen Paul’s face might be those of Hieropolis. 
· It is my leaning that Paul had visited the area previously, this is speculation.

2. Vs. 2-3 - Being in Christ, we have all the “Full assurance of Understanding”
a. That is, we do not have to fear missing salvation because of secret knowledge.

3. Vs. 4-5 – Why does Paul tell the Colossians this?
a. So false teachers would not cause them to step away from the gospel (like the Galatians).
· Pro 18:17 - The one who states his case first seems right, until the other comes and examines him.
· The Word should be our ultimate examiner.  In this case, what Paul has preached and confirmed should be the examiner.
b. So he can continue rejoicing in their growth and faithfulness, rather than see transgression.

B. Vs.6-15 - You have been taught Christ, Baptized in Him, and Freed by Him from the curse of sin.
1. Vs. 6-7 – They Colossians were soundly taught the word and gladly received it.
a. Paul Commands they walk as Christ.
2. Vs. 8 - Paul warns the Colossians not to return to the slavery of:
a. Philosophy – Gnostics.
b. Lies
c. Their own traditions
d. The base things of the world
3. Again it should be asked why not go to these items?
a. The answer comes in the next 5 verses.

4. Vs. 9-15 – Answers:
a. Vs. 9 - Christ is deity – that is he is supreme.
b. Vs. 10 - He is head over all – again supremacy.
c. Vs. 9 - In him, we have fullness – the other gimmicks fall short.
d. Vs. 10 - In him, we are complete – again nothing more needed.
e. Vs. 11 – In Christ, baptism is our circumcision.
· Circumcision identified the Israelites as children of God.
· Baptism which clothes us in Christ (Gal. 3:27) and obedience identifies us as children.
· In Christ, we are raised from the deadness of our sins, forgiven.
f. Vs. 14 - In Christ, children of God are free from the law of Moses, it is fulfilled in Him.
g. Vs. 15 - “having despoiled the principalities and the powers, he made a show of them openly, triumphing over them in it.” – KJV, ASV – He triumphed over Romans and Jews in it (the law).
· “It” – is the law, also referred to in 14 as “it” and having been nailed to the cross.
5. All of the “answers” are reasons Christians should not seek any of the diversions from the truth.
a. These establish Christ’s Diety and refute Gnosticism and the Jehovah’s witnesses.

C. Vs. 16-19 – “Therefore” means, because all of this is true, then you should reason the following:
1. Vs. 16-17 – Don’t be taken in by the Judaizers pushing the law.
a. The law is not meaningful as is the church.
b. That is the body from which the shadow was cast.
c. The body has value, a shadow does not.
2. Vs. 18-19 – Don’t be taken in by Gnostic doctrines which rob you of salvation by:
a. False humility
b. False worship
c. False visions establishing “special knowledge”
d. Not holding to the gospel of Christ.

3. Christ is the head. It is by him we grow.

D. Vs. 20-23 – Why are you leaving Christ for falseness!
1. They had chosen to follow Christ leaving the things of the world.
2. As the ascetics, they were following aspects of self denial, not given by Christ.
3. The reading of the KJV and ASV gives a clearer reading of vs. 23.
a. Col 2:23 - Which things have indeed a show of wisdom in will-worship, and humility, and severity to the body; but are not of any value against the indulgence of the flesh.
b. “Will Worship” – self made religion
· The very words “will worship” identify these as false worship, not true worship.
· The language identifies with folks such as Ellen G. White and Joseph Smith.
· These are pantheistic and Gnostic doctrines which enable man to indulge his will.
c. Pro 14:12 - There is a way which seemeth right unto a man; But the end thereof are the ways of death.

II. Summary Colossians 2
A. Paul encourages the colossians to endure in Christ.
B. They had been given all knowledge necessary for salvation.
C. They had been baptized and freed from the curse of sin.
1. The Freedom came in Christ because he is supreme and he is God.

D. Because of these things they should not be:
1. Taken in by Judaisers.
2. Taken in by Gnostics.

E. Why on earth would you leave Christ?





Colossians 3
I. Introduction
A. The doctrine of Christ has been established in the first two chapters.
1. Chapter 3 deals with practical application.

II. Vs. 1-17 - A Christian’s life is given to God.
A. Christians are Dead to the World
1. 
