Colossians 1:1-20
I. Introduction

A. Author – Paul

1. Previously correspondence – Col. 4:10
2. Christians of Colassae and Laodecia (chp. 4)
B. Date – 62-64 AD (58AD). (Ephesians believed to be written same time; Philemon) 
1. Epaphras, Onesimus, Archippus all mentioned.
2. This is following the missionary journeys. 

a. 1st – 44-48 AD,  2nd – 50-53 AD,  3rd – 54-57 AD

C. Introduced to Gospel by Epaphras, possibly later or prior to church established taught by Paul.
1. Acts 2:7-11 – Epaphras there?
2. Acts 16:6 – Paul visited the Phrygian and Galatian Region.  Also Paul spent an extended period of time in Ephesus, 100 miles from Colassae.
3. Philemon 1:19 – Paul converted
4. Col. 2:6-7 - Close knowledge of their teaching and reception.
D. Theme – All sufficiency of God – nothing more needed!
E. History – Phrygia/Colassae
1. Colassae was a City of Phrygia 
a. Phrygians came during the collapse of the Hittite empire in 1200 BC.

b. They were  a sea faring people. (Balkans)
c. Mythical King Midas of the Golden Touch was of Phrygia.

· Gordias and Midas were names of their kings.

d. Phrygian empire highest prominence in 8 century. 

e. Fell for a century to the Lydian Empire.

f. Cyrus conquered in 546 BC

g. Alexander the great took in 333 BC

h. Gauls overtook the eastern part to form Galatia.

i. 133 BC being overtaken by Rome, Phrygia was removed from maps becoming Asia and Galatia.

j. Phrygian name eventually disappeared from use in 1453.

2. Cities close to Colassae – Hierapolis (12 mi) and Laodicea (10 mi)
a. Located in Lycus Valley, well watered (lycus tributary of meander river)
b. Dark red wool – colossinium – gave Collasae its name.
c. Situated on Major road from Ephesus to Euphrates.
d. Visitors of many nationalities traveled through.

· This resulted in many ideas and practices floating about.
e. Never Excavated

3. Gnosticism (see additional pages)
II. Col. 1:1-12 – Greeting to the Colossians
A.  Vs. 1-2 - Letter Introduction

1. What is difference between Saints and Faithful Brethren? (Relationship w/God vs. Christians)
B. Vs. 1-8 - Thanks Given to God Regarding the Faith of the Colossians
1. Note:  Paul always praying for them.
2. Notice the existence of Faith, Hope, Love – I Cor. 13:13
3. Why did they have faith and love for all the saints?  The Hope of Eternal Life.
a. Rom. 8:24-25
4. Where did they hear of this truth?  The Gospel.
5. Where was the Gospel?  All the world.
6. Where did they hear it from? Epaphras
C. Vs. 9-12 – Prayer for continued Growth
1. Why did Paul pray for increased knowledge of God’s will for the Colossians? (board list)
a. So would walk appropriately.
b. So they would work appropriately.

c. So that they would endure and be patient.

d. So they would be thankful.

e. So that they would glorify God.

2. In these verses (9,11), with the use of the word “filled” and “power”, I believe there were gifts.
a. Note:  Scriptures were not available then as now.  To be filled took on a different context.  Certainly one could be filled with the information as they learned, but also those teaching could be filled with knowledge directly from Holy Spirit, that is those who had hands laid upon them.  This is not a necessity today now that we have the word of God in print.

3. Vs. 12 – Qualification  to share in the inheritance

a. What are the qualifications? – Hear, believe, repent, confess, baptized, faithful living.
III. Vs. 13-23 – Our Inheritance is Because of the Father through Christ.
A. Vs. 13-14 – It is through the Father we are in the kingdom of God.
1. Christ redeemed us from our sins on the Cross.

2. He sent the Holy Spirit, giving us the words of the Father, that those who seek could be in Him.

3. When clothed with purity of Christ, the Father who sent the Son, transferred us into the kingdom.

B. Vs. 15-20 – Christ is Supreme
1. Chart by William Hendricksen:
Supremacy of Christ
In Creation

Vs. 15 – The Head
Vs. 16 – He is Deity
Vs. 17 – Unity Exists
In Redemption 

Vs. 18 – The Head
Vs. 19 – He is Deity
Vs. 20 – Unity Exists
2. Vs. 15 – False teaching – Jehovah’s Witnesses.
a. Christ is not deity, but a creation. “First-born of Creation”
· Implication: Christ is not eternal and not coexistent with the Father.

· John. 1:1 – “the Word was [a] God” – created being.
· He was highest of angels, he is Michael.
b. Christ is deity

· Heb. 7:1-3 – Christ is eternal. 
· John 1:1 – There is no article “a” in the text.  Nor does it meet grammar rules.

· Thus, the Word is God.  John 1:14 Assures us Christ is God.
· If Christ is God, he is not an angel.  He is not Michael.

· Rev. 3:14 – The term here means “origin” or “Originator”

· Heb. 3:4 – Originator of all things is God. – Christ is God.

c. Vs. 18 - Christ is not only Supreme over all Creation, He is supreme of those over death.
· He was not the first to be resurrected, but he is the Most important to be raised.

d. Jehovah’s witness doctrine is simply another form of Pantheism.
IV. Summary of Colossians 1:1-20
A. Colossians had received the Word and it was Prayed they Grow continually in it.

B. It is through Christ we are qualified to be heirs of God.
1. Christ was Deity and supreme in all things.

C. He is supreme or “first born” over life and death.

Gnosticism – Kevin Cauley Notes
I. "Gnosticism" comes from the Greek word "gnosis" and simply means knowledge.
· Consider I Cor. 1:22, James 1:5
A. Gnostics were concerned with "knowledge" because believed salvation was based upon obtaining special enlightenment through scriptural "mysteries."
B. Gnosticism had origins in paganism and is Pantheism
1. Gnosticism teaches that there are multiple "gods" in existence called "aeons."
2. They form hierarchy of deities under "Monad" from whom all things came.
3. From these lesser deities came "Demiurge" which created all physical things.
4. Higher order of "gods" were thought to be "spiritual", lower order "physical."
a. A distinction developed between the spiritual and the physical: in essence the spiritual is good and the physical is inherently evil.
5. Distinction affected the practices of those who believed Gnosticism.
a. Some Gnostics believed that the Demiurge was the Old Testament god and that Jesus, an aeon of the Monad was sent to correct him.

b. As Christianity expanded, Gnostics quickly to combined two religions.
C. Gnosticism draws a false distinction between the physical and the spiritual.
1. They continue such distinctions on a practical level in two schools of thought.

a. The ascetics practiced denial of the physical body.
· They believed that to overcome the sinfulness of the physical state, one had to refuse himself all earthly pleasures.
· Included one's diet, sexual practices, handling of money, drinking habits, etc.
· This is refuted in Colossians 2:16-23.
b. The anti-nomians practiced licentiousness.
· They believed that since the flesh was sinful and the spirit was holy that nothing could be done in the flesh to corrupt the spirit.
· They thus indulged in all sorts of fleshly delights and carnal appetites.
· This is refuted in 1 John, 2 Peter, and Jude.
D. Gnostic Material Examined Today:

1. "The Da Vinci Code" is a popular work that presumes certain Gnostic teachings to be true and bases a fictional story upon those things. (Married Jesus)

2. The "Gospel of Judas" – Special knowledge of Judas.
3. 1945-1946 – In Egypt,  ancient Gnostic texts were discovered.
E. The Bible teaches knowledge isn't "special" and isn't "secret" but available for all.

1. I Cor. 2, Eph. 3, I Pet. 1, 2 Pet. 1:3, Gal. 1:6-10, 2 Tim. 3:16-17
