Is the Church a Denomination?

I. Introduction
A. Few things get me as irritated as much as hearing those who want to run down the church call it a denomination.  
1. I know there are different ideas here as to what a denomination is.  
2. My personal opinion is based on definition:
a. de - taking away
b. Nomination - promotion of a name.
c. So a Denomination is taking away the name of something.

3. Having a name like Mormon, Catholic, Lutheran, Protestant, Presbytarian, Methodist, Episcopalian, and others have taken away the name of Christ from their identity.
a. Christians wear Christ’s name! 
b. The church of Christ is not a denomination!

B. There are some who wear the name Christian and there are some Churches of Christ who are false teachers.  No question about it.  
1. How do we know which they are?  
a. We compare their behaviors and teachings to what the Bible says.  

2. Does the false teaching make them denominations?  No!  When they take away their identity as Christ's children and body is when they become denominations.

C. I want to share a sermon I heard at a lectureship in Bowling Green, Ohio.  The notes I took... I wish they were more complete... but I did my best.  The speaker ran off like 50 scriptures.. 40 + from memory.

II. “The Church of Christ : A Denomination?”
A. Three key Scriptures to remember regarding this sermon:
1. Psalms 127:1 -  Except Jehovah build the house, They labor in vain that build it: Except Jehovah keep the city, The watchman waketh but in vain.
2. Mat 15:13 - But he answered and said, Every plant which my heavenly Father planted not, shall be rooted up.
3. Mt. 16:13-19
4. If the church isn't built on Christ, it will be removed.
a. There is then a lot at stake in making certain what we do is right.

B. The sermon then moved to 11 key points.  These points were to be taken as we cleared our mind of all thoughts about what we perceive the church to be.  They demonstrate how united Christ is with His Worshipers.

1. The Church is the Bride of Christ
a. 2 Cor. 11:2 - For I am jealous over you with a godly jealousy: for I espoused you to one husband, that I might present you as a pure virgin to Christ.
b. Most brides take on their husbands name.

2. The Church is the Body of Christ
a. Eph 1:15-23
b. Most people in this world have no problem focusing on themselves, to glory or detriment.
· Indeed, Christ cares for his body with true care. 

3. All Spiritual Blessings We Have are in Christ
a. Eph 1:3 - Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ:
b. Hope, peace, forgiveness, Love, eternal life, all in Christ.

4. All Baptized are one in Christ
a. Gal. 3:26-27 - For ye are all sons of God, through the faith, of Christ Jesus.  For as many of you as were baptized into Christ did put on Christ.
b. Being in and putting on means we assume the characteristics of Christ.

5. We teach / preach Christ
a. Acts 8:4-5 - They therefore that were scattered abroad, went about preaching the word.  And Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and proclaimed unto them the Christ.
b. Vs. 12 - But when they believed Philip preaching good tidings concerning the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.
c. Mt. 28:19-20 - The Apostles were commanded it in
d. 2 Tim. 2:24- We are to be able to teach.
e. I Tim 3:2 –As a qualification elders are to be apt to teach.

6. Christ is the Head of the Church
a. Col. 1:18 - And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.
b. The head, means he is supreme over it.
· Mt. 28:18 – All authority has been given me on heaven and earth.

7. Christ is the Builder of the Church
a. Mat. 16:18 - And I also say unto thee, that thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.
· Christ lays claim to the Church being his creation.

8. Christ is the Foundation of the Church
a. Eph 2:20 - So then ye are no more strangers and sojourners, but ye are fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the household of God, being built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the chief corner stone;
b. 1Co 3:11 - For other foundation can no man lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.
· His life and teaching are what the Church is based on.

9. Christ's Blood purchased the Church
a. Acts 20:28 - Take heed unto yourselves, and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit hath made you bishops, to feed the church of the Lord which he purchased with his own blood. 
· He gave his life as a purchase price.
· What price would man give for the church?

10. Christ saves the Church
a. Eph. 5:23 - For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, being himself the saviour of the body.
b. Christ sees the church as precious and worth existing.

11. The Doctrine of Christ is taught in the Church
a. 2 John 9-11 - Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not in the teaching of Christ, hath not God: he that abideth in the teaching, the same hath both the Father and the Son.  If any one cometh unto you, and bringeth not this teaching, receive him not into your house, and give him no greeting:  for he that giveth him greeting partaketh in his evil works.
Knowing these things, what would you name the Church?
III. Names
A. 1 Cor. 12 – the term body is used 18 times.  That Body is the church, that body is Christ!
1. Ex. When you take medicine, does it matter whose name it is on the bottle?  
a. I mean would you just take Travis Main's medicine?

2. If Kevin Cauley lost his credit card and you found it, how important is the name on that card? 
a. How important to Kevin?

3. If Linda Davis lost her a blank check, which she signed, how important is it that her name is on the check?

4. If Mike Simmons autographed a baseball card for me... how important is that autograph vs. say the autograph of Babe Ruth?

5. How many kids do you know named Jezebel?  Delilah?  Judas Iscariot?
6. There is something in a name.

7. Most folks get the ad coupons in their mailbox.  Often there are pictures of missing children on those papers.  Imagine your son or daughters picture being on there.  
a. Your child is wearing a blue shirt, red pants, has brown hair and brown eyes.  
b. Sure enough, a child is brought in that has a blue shirt, red pants, brown hair and brown eyes.  Your child's name is Ron Reed.  This child's name is Chad Binkley.  
· How important is the name?  Someone might say.. hey.. you are just trying to cross every T, dot every i, isn't that over doing it?  
· Would it be if it was your kid lost???

IV. Thinking about Crossing T's and Dotting i's
A. Do you think these people feel it is important?
1. Annanias and Saphira - giving the right way
2. Cain and Able's - offering the right way
3. Nadab and Abihu - the right fire
4. Uzzah - the proper handling instructions

5. Details!  Speak where the Bible speaks, be silent where the Bible is silent!
a. Judges 12:1-3, 4-5, 6
b. Shiboleth - a body of water
c. Sibboleth - a grain of corn
d. Because of one wrong syllable, 42,000 died.  Name important?

B. The sermon was wrapped up with three stories...
1. A bumper sticker which read "The Church of Christ's Choice".
a. That is the church you read of in the Bible.

2. Debate between a Denominational preacher and a Church of Christ preacher was scheduled.  Church of Christ preacher took ill and could not attend.  An elder with no debating experience went instead.
a. The Denominational preacher ranted for 40 min on how faith saves.  
b. The elder got up read Acts 2:38 and sat down.  
c. The Denominational preacher ranted for 30 minutes.  
d. The elder got up, read Acts 2:38 again and said - "It's still there". 
· When you are baptized in the name, you are added to the body.
3. Two men out knocking on doors looking for contributions to build a church in the area.  They get $5, $20, $15's and doors slammed in their faces too.  Finally, the come to the door of an old lady.  She tells them she will donate $1000.  They are amazed!  She says there is only one stipulation.  
a. The church must put a sign out that says, "This is the Church of Christ".  
b. The talk about it and tell her, "Ma'am we are sorry, we just cannot do that."  
c. She says, well, I will still give you $1000.  
d. Simply, put out a sign which says, "This isn't the Church of Christ".

4. Names are Important!

V. Closing
A. I hope you enjoyed the notes I took on the sermon.  I found them very appropriate and important when talking about what is and isn't a denomination.  The Church of Christ isn't a denomination!  It hold’s Christ’s name because it is His.

1. There is only one Church which is Christ’s.
2. Christ’s church offers salvation.
3. In Christ’s church we receive all spiritual blessings.
4. To be added to that church you must be baptized.

