Christian Speech

Series: Living a Life of Freedom in Christ

I) Introduction:  In this series, we are examining items which threaten our freedom in Christ.

A) Stated Purpose:  Determine if we are living free in Christ or Free from Christ?
B) My Job: Present information to make informed decisions about our actions and scripture.

II) Today, we will examine Attributes of Christian Speech.
A) Attribute #1 – Self Control
1) Gal. 5:22-23 – “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control” 
2) It is very crucial we control our tongue, but it is very hard – James 3:1-12
(a) Vs. 1 – Describes the importance of the example of one who teaches.

(b) More eyes are on those who teach and the tongue can ruin that example quickly.

3) One’s religion is useless if his speech is not under control – James 1:26
(a) A great number of people have been turned away from the Church because of someone’s tongue.

(b) Ex. To my shame, I know my tongue has soured people about the Church in the past.

· God will forgive you for lack of control, but the consequences may last a lifetime.

4) Remember: Col 4:5-6 – Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders, making the most of the opportunity.  Let your speech be always with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer each one.
(a) The only way this happens is with self control.

5) Remember: Tit 2:7-8 -  in all things showing thyself an ensample of good works; in thy doctrine showing uncorruptness, gravity, sound speech, that cannot be condemned; that he that is of the contrary part may be ashamed, having no evil thing to say of us. 

· 500 sound words can be crushed by one word presented with a lack of self control.

B) Attribute #2 – An Honest Tongue

1) Our heavenly Father has always expected man to be truthful

(a)  Exodus 20:16 – Mt. Sinai to the Jews.

(b) Prov. 12:17-22 – Truth tells what is right, brings healing, joy, and is a delight to God.

(c)  Matt. 5:33-37 – Christ encourages straightforward speech.

(d)  Eph. 4:25 – “We are members of one another”

·  This statement brings self into view.  

· Of course, I don’t want someone else to lie to me.
· But it is as if we were lying to ourselves when we lie to a brother.
· A lack of honesty about our behaviors and consequences in life will lead to death.

2) God never approves of lying in the Bible.

(a) There is no white lie disclaimer.  

(b) When we exaggerate a truth, it no longer becomes a truth.

(c) Some claim there is situations when lying is acceptable.  

· God Does not promote Situational Ethics.

3) We are all guilty of failing to tell the truth at times, but we need to exhibit self control and be honest.

(a) Pro 3:3 – Let not kindness and truth forsake thee: Bind them about thy neck; Write them upon the tablet of thy heart:

C) Attribute #3 – Wholesome Speech

1) Philippians 4:8 – Good things in, Good things out.  Garbage in Garbage out.

2) Catgories of Speech which are unwholesome

(a) Abusive, insulting language

· Mat. 5:22 – We are degrading individuals who like us were given life by God.
· Choose to identify them as a sinner declare their crime, but don’t degrade.

· Such speech simply comes from anger or hatred.
(b) Blasphemy of God’s Name

· Eph 4:31 - Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamor, and railing, be put away from you, with all malice: and be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving each other, even as God also in Christ forgave you.

· Railing (also in Col. 3:8) as stated in ASV is the word: Blasphemia or Blasphemy
· according to Thayer’s Greek Dictionary:

· Slander, injurious speech, reproachful speech

· When we speak of God in this manner, we are sinning.
· Ex 20:7 - Thou shalt not take the name of Jehovah thy God in vain; for Jehovah will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.

· Something which is vain is empty.
· God’s name is not a word which can be used without thought.
· Common expressions like OMG are exactly that... expressions without thought.
· They are no different than the outright using of God’s name as a swear word.
· If it is vain, it is blasphemous against God.

(c) Gossip (which is slander or Blasphemy against man)
· Lev 19:16 - Thou shalt not go up and down as a talebearer among thy people: neither shalt thou stand against the blood of thy neighbour: I am the LORD.
· I Tim. 5:11-13 – This verse focuses on a woman, but all people should avoid being idle.
· 2 Thess. 3:11 reinforces this idea.
· Titus 3:1-2 – “Malign no one”, “Speak evil of no man”

· This verse was hard to categorize, I think Barnes says it best:
· The idea is, that we are not to slander, revile, or defame anyone. We are not to say anything to anyone, or of anyone, which will do him injury. We are never to utter anything which we know to be false about him or to give such a coloring to his words or conduct as to do him wrong in any way. We should always so speak to him and of him in such a way that he will have no reason to complain that he is an injured man. It may be necessary, when we are called to state what we know of his character, to say things which are not at all in his favor, or things which he has said or done that were wrong; but,

· we should never do this for the purpose of doing him injury, or so as to find a pleasure in it; and,

· where it is necessary to make the statement, it should be so as to do him no injustice.

· If you are wondering if what you are doing is gossip ask yourself:
· What is my motive in sharing this information?

· How do I know it is true?

· Will any harm or good come of me sharing the information?

· Is this the proper person or authority to share the information with?
(d) Shameful Speech

· Col 3:8 - but now do ye also put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, railing, shameful speaking out of your mouth:
· Shameful speaking is defined by Thayers and Strongs as:
· Evil Communication

· Obscene speech

· Vile conversation
· I believe one of the biggest dangers people have today is their language in texting on phones and computers.
· Men and women are saying things that they would never want made public.
· They are dropping their guards and their morals.
· Inappropriate conversations are being engaged in the name of “flirting”.
· Such activity is not “harmless”, but is completely sinful.
(e) Profanity 
· Eph 4:29 - Let no corrupt speech proceed out of your mouth, but such as is good for edifying as the need may be, that it may give grace to them that hear.
· The word corrupt according to Thayers is:
· rotten, putrefied

· corrupted by one and no longer fit for use, worn out

· of poor quality, bad, unfit for use, worthless

· Our words should edify – “Build up”

· Cuss words or profanity builds up no one.
· Cuss words are often merely a corruption that served good purpose – language.

· They become words of anger.

· They become vain words – worthless by the definition of corrupt.
· They become words which are classified as shameful speech.

· Drawing back on Phil. 4:8, profanity is in no manner a focus on pure and honorable things.
III) Conclusion
A) Back to our Series Question: Are living free in Christ or Free from Christ?
1) We are living a life free in Christ if:

(a) Our Speech is characterized by Self Control, an honest tongue, and wholesomeness.
2) We are living a life Free from Christ if our speech is characterized in the following ways:
(a) We do not exercise control over what we say.

(b) We lie.

(c) We use abusive or insulting language

(d) We blaspheme God

(e) We Gossip or blaspheme man

(f) We use shameful speech
B) If you have to use your tongue, Do it in the following ways:

1) Use your tongue to teach others about Christ as Peter did in Acts 2.
2) Use your tongue to defend the truth as in I Pet. 3:15.
3) Use your tongue to encourage other Christians as commanded in Heb. 10:25.
4) Use your tongue to praise God as stated by Paul in Eph. 5:19.
C) Most of us would do much better if we spoke a lot less.

1) Jas 1:19 - Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger;
2) Pro 10:19 - When words are many, transgression is not lacking, but whoever restrains his lips is wise.
3) If you are struggling with your tongue -  Pray about it like David did:

(a) Psa 141:3 - Set a guard, O LORD, over my mouth; keep watch over the door of my lips!
