IS CHRISTIANITY WORTHWHILE?

Heard about God?  Jesus?  Church?   Baptized?

1. I believe there is: One Good Loving God (His will is the Bible, Disobeying that Will is called Sin), His Son Jesus, One Spirit, One Heaven, & One Hell.                  

2. I Believe: Isa. 1:18 – “Come now, and let us reason together, saith Jehovah: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.”
What if we had opportunity to have a conversation with God?

________________________________________________________________________________

3. My Comment: "You are an Awesome and Eternal God. You are everywhere in the universe, You see everything. I don’t feel you would be interested in my sins, much less for​give them."   
· Does God Care about the insignificant?
· Ex. Favorite Thing… Car? Do you know all its parts?      Ex. Concerned if someone we loved did something to hurt selves?  Even a scratch!
God’s reply: I have great interest in you, furnish you all things needful—very hairs of your head are number​ed.  

· If God is concerned about these, He would be much concerned about sin, the worst evil that can befall us.  Matt. 10:29  (No Read) God even watches over sparrows …
________________________________________________________________________________

4. My Comment: — "So you are concerned, but my sins are so great and so many — I doubt you could forgive me."   
· What Type of People is God willing to forgive?
· Ex. Bible full of examples of God forgiving liars, adulterers, thieves, sinners of all kinds, even murderers.  I Cor. 6:9 (No Read)
5. God’s Reply: I have prepared for the greatest sin through the death of my son who gives salvation to all that obey him." 

· Heb 5:7-9 (no Read) John 3:16
6. Ex. Paul was a great enemy of Jesus… He was responsible for the killing of those who followed Jesus.  Jesus forgave him and Paul served him.
· Rom 8:28 “ And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.”

________________________________________________________________________________

A. My Comment — "But my sins aren’t just me being rebellious, they are life long habits! In fact, I enjoy doing them.  Even if I did want to give them up, I could never find strength to do so." 
· Does that Sound like anyone we know in the Bible?
· Paul in Romans 7:19-25 - He knows through Christ he is free from being held to those burdens forever.

· I Need those things in my life!  Story of Paul…. 2 Cor. 11:24-29
God’s Reply — "My grace is sufficient for you." 2 Cor. 12:9  - And Paul Gladly Serves!
· I think Paul learned that trust in God doesn’t equal life without hardship, but come what may, God is there, all the way, everyday. "My grace is sufficient." 

· Phillipians 4: 19 “ And my God shall supply all your needs according to His riches in Glory in Christ Jesus.”  (Note this is in response to the Phillipians Faithfullness.)
· Mathew 6:25 – 34  - God will take care of our True Needs. Our Spirit.
B. ________________________________________________________________________

a. 4. My Comment — "Frankly, Lord, I just cannot decide if it is really worth it."

· This is the perfectly honest answer of many in this world. (Even in the church— Why? Because we have not learned if it is really worth it or not.)
God’s Reply — "My grace is sufficient for you." 2 Cor. 12:9
Story of Job - God never explained himself to Job. Job never found out, that we know, the reason for his suffering, he did discover, however, that the point was God is huge, great, awesome, and glorious and he's on our side. Even through pain, loss, and hardship.  We are not promised Explanations!
We read through Job and at the end of the story, we know that all things worked out for good… we are in the middle of our story.  TRUST GOD THAT SERVING HIM IS WORTH IT!
________________________________________________________________________________
Roundup:  We know that God is everywhere,  He loves us regardless of how awful our sins are or even if we are struggling to stop them.  He has given us His son in love to wipe away our sins.  It is up to us to decide whether or not we want that.    So is it worth it?  Let me tell you about my Savior Jesus Christ.
________________________________________________________________________________
5 Reasons from the Bible that I have Christ in My Life

A. I learned… If I willingly sin, I won’t see God.
B. Sin separates man from God. Isa. 59:1, 2. 

· Rom. 6:23 - “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
C. I learned… I can get rid of my sin.
· God sent his son to save you. 

· Jn. 3:16 - For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him should not perish, but have eternal life.
· I Jno. 1:5-7 – “And who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God? This is he that came by water and blood, even Jesus Christ; not with the water only, but with the water and with the blood.  And it is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is the truth.” 
D. Christ's blood was given, and can cleanse.
How did Christ (the son of God) give his blood to cleanse us?

A. Jesus Sacrificed for us.  How does a sacrifice work? Heb. 9:22 – 28
A. I learned that I could take advantage of that deal immediately!
B. Jesus invites us to Him. 
· Matt. 11:28-30 – “Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”
C. Jesus sent people out searching for us

D. Matt. 28:19, 20 – Go Make, baptize, teach
NOW is the accepted time. 
· 2 Cor. 6:2 – “for he saith, At an acceptable time I hearkened unto thee, And in a day of salvation did I succor thee: behold, now is the acceptable time; behold, now is the day of salvation.”
A. Life is uncertain.
· Life is uncertain: Hell is certain, heaven is certain.  Us? Here today, gone tomorrow.

· Jas. 4:13-15 - Come now, ye that say, To-day or to-morrow we will go into this city, and spend a year there, and trade, and get gain: whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. What is your life? For ye are a vapor, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away. For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall both live, and do this or that.
· I Pet. 1:24 – “For, All flesh is as grass, And all the glory thereof as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower falleth:”
· Job 14:2. – “He cometh forth like a flower, and is cut down: He fleeth also as a shadow, and continueth not.”
· I Sam 20:3 – “There is but a step between me and death.”
A. Punishment awaits me if I don’t have Christ
· Matt. 25:31-46 - 
· Heb. 10:26-27 - For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more a sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful expectation of judgment, and a fierceness of fire which shall devour the adversaries. 

What do I do to Get Jesus into my life?

A. Hear the message – Done

B. Believe God’s word

C. Repent – “Purpose in your heart that your former life is dead!”

D. Confess – “I believe Jesus is the son of God.”

E. Baptize – Full taken underwater in Christ’s name.  Satuday.

F. Obey…  Prayer… forgiveness..  No Longer a prisoner to sin.
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