The Paradoxes of Christianity

The word "paradox" is thing which seems contradictory yet may be true.
A paradox involves two statements that are contradictory yet true.

I. WE MUST DIE TO LIVE - MT 16:24-26; ROM 6:3-4; GAL 2:20
II. WE MUST MOURN TO BE HAPPY - MT 5:4 – Effects of Sin on the world.  Cry over the sins we commit!  Overcome the momentary joy of the sinful things we have become involved in on this earth.
· James 4:7-9 - Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded. Lament and mourn and weep! Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom.

III. WE MUST SURRENDER TO BE VICTORIOUS - MT 19:16-22; ROM 12:1-2.
· Some years ago, while on an early spring canoe trip in Maine, rafters had come to a small dam, and put in to shore to walk around the obstacle. A second group arrived, and a young man decided to take his rubber raft over the dam. When the raft overturned  he was dumped into the freezing water. Unable to reach him, they watched in horror as he struggled desperately to swim downstream against the backwash at the base of the dam. His struggle lasted only a few minutes; then he died of hypothermia. Immediately his limp body was sucked down into the swirling water. Seconds later, it popped up, ten yards downstream, free of the maelstrom at the base of the dam. Ironically, it was his very struggle against the forces at the base of the dam that killed him. He didn't know that the only way out was counterintuitive. If he hadn't tried to keep his head above water, but instead dived down to where the current flowed downstream, he would have survived. What he had tried in vain to achieve in the last moments of his life, the current accomplished for him within seconds after his death. 
 
IV. WE MUST HATE TO LOVE - 1 JN 2:15-17
· Luke 14:26 - "If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple.

V. WE MUST BE FOLLOWERS TO BE LEADERS - MT 4:19 
· Leadership Secrets of Attila the Hun.
· John 10:27  - "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.
· John 12:26  - "If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honor.
· 1 Pet 2:21  - For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps:
· 1 Cor 11:1  - Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ.

VI. WE MUST BECOME POOR TO BECOME RICH - MT 5:3. (Poor in Spirit) – More than humility, but a feeling of being helpless, vulnerable, lost, and powerless without God.
· Kind of like an addict who finally seeks help.

· 2 Cor 8:9 - For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that you through His poverty might become rich.

· WE MUST BECOME THE LEAST TO BECOME THE GREATEST - MT 20:25-28.
· Luke 9:48 - and said to them, "Whoever receives this little child in My name receives Me; and whoever receives Me receives Him who sent Me. For he who is least among you all will be great."

VII. WE MUST BE SIGHTLESS TO SEE - 2 COR 5:7.
· Ask Questions

1. Will the sun rise tommorrow?

VIII. Close Eyes, am I still here?

2. When we get up in the morning we expect our car to start.  We expect there to be hot water for our shower.  We have faith, without actually seeing these things before hand.
IX. Rom 8:24 - For we were saved by hope, but hope that is seen is not hope; for what a man seeth,  why doth he yet hope for?  -  (He Doesn’t)
X. WE MUST WORK TO REST 

· MT 11:28FF – Yoke is a device used to help you carry a load.  Splits the load equally across the shoulders.

· REV 14:13 – We will receive rest from the work we do.  (note our deeds follow us)
· EPH 2:10 – We should walk in good works.  (We are expected to do something!)

· WE MUST BE HOMELESS TO HAVE A HOME - PHIL 3:20.
· 2 Cor 5:1-2 -  For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with our habitation which is from heaven,
· Heb 11:13-16

Conclusion

XI. You must be obedient servants to enjoy freedom!
