GOD AND CHAOS
I. Introduction

A. My life would be chaotic without my wife:
1. Encourages me in my faith in God and builds me up
a. There are times when I just feel worthless in my service to God.

· 1Th 5:14 - And we urge you, brothers, admonish the idle, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with them all.

b. My wife has fulfilled this role.
c. She picks me up out of the dust of my self loathing and points me in the right direction.
2. Gives Example of what it is to Nurture
a. Child 

· “I am hungry”

b. Me 

· “If ya can’t take care of yourself, you’re gonna starve”

· “Your stomach will keep cramping, you will get weak, and you’ll die.”
c. Wife

· “How can I help you darling?”
· “Would you like me to make you a sandwich or can you get that on your own?”
3. She has enabled me to have the responsibilities as a Husband and Father
a. These have really helped me to develop.
4. Guides – Calms
5. Provides Love
6. I am thankful for her because she, as are all wives, a gift from God to battle Chaos.
B. Identifying Chaos

1. Word association.

a. When you hear the word "chaos" what other word or words instantly come to mind? 
· Confusion?  Explosion?  Daycare?
· Disorganization?  Frustration?  Politics?
b. Where chaos is, there is incredible, unbelievable confusion. 
· Chaos is the exact opposite of organization. 
· Where absolute chaos exists, there is zero organization. 
c. Some of us may even remember chaotic situations of the last few days.
· "Nobody is in charge here! Nothing is under control here! There is no order!”
· “The only thing in existence at this moment is mass confusion! “
· “Everything and everybody is out of control!" 
· Most people do not like true chaos. Do you? 
C. Explain my days as of late.  
1. We have been preparing for our PTP Trip.  

a. The girls have been trying to sew up some clothes for Bailey.

b. There have been calls all day to rent our home in Missouri.

c. We have been trying to figure out what to do with the cats.

d. The house is a mess.  Little things here and there have created a bit of Chaos.
2. Conclusion:   I do not like Chaos!  I don’t mind busy and organized!
II. Let's Do Some Reflecting. (This is personal reflecting--I want you to think about your life.) 
A. In 2009, month by month, how many times of chaos do you recall in your personal life? 
1. How many times do you recall when your life was "out of control"? 2, 12, 50?
2. Or, how many times do you recall when your life was totally disorganized? 
3. Do you associate those chaotic moments with neutral experiences (neither good nor bad), with wonderful experiences (you truly wish you could experience that moment all over again), or with horrible experiences (you hope you never have to live through anything like that again)? 
4. Do you really enjoy moments of total confusion when there is no semblance of organization? 
B. Considering the year ahead, how much of chaos do you plan to occur in your life in the year 2010?
1. Do you say: "I really thrive on all that uncertainty! I want as much chaos in my life as possible!" 
2. Or, do you say to yourself, "When the year 2009 ends, I would be thrilled to look back over the past twelve months of my life and not recall one single moment of chaos!" 
C. For just a few moments, I want you to think about God and chaos. 
1. I want to point out 3 main points in the first 3 chapters of Genesis. 
a. First Point – All things were empty as God brought them to life – Gen. 1:1-2
b. Second Point - Creative activity of God transforms the emptiness to perfection.
· He brings light, heaven, land, seas, insects, cattle, and man.
· God establishes the structure of law in 4 Commands
. Subdue the earth and have dominion over it
. Tend the garden of Eden
. Reproduce and fill the earth with little Adams and little Eves.
. Do not eat of the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
· God Himself looked at what he had made and declared it to be very good.  Gen. 1:31
c. Third Point – As God is removed from a situation it becomes increasing chaotic. 
· Man given control of his choices and following God’s plan keeps things as God Created.
· Man following his own choices and removing God from the situation brings in Chaos.
· Isn't that fascinating?
D. Focus of Sermon Today  - God and chaos are enemies--where one is in complete, the other cannot be. 
1. Increase the presence of God, and the presence of chaos is decreased.
2. Increase the presence of chaos, and God's presence is decreased. 
III. Exodus Demonstrates Our Sermon Focus 
A. Exodus begins with slaves that were to become a nation - Man is on his own, God is not present.
1. The slaves were the descendants of Jacob/Israel, but not yet a nation. 
2. The kind of slavery they endured can only be called chaos. 
a. Consider just two of the realities of these slaves' existence: Exodus 1:8-22 
· The Decisions made concerning Israel were made absent Godliness.  
· Why do we say that?  “God is love” and “love is kind”  and does not “seek its own”.
· Israel was treated harshly at their tasks for the benefit of the Egyptians.
· The lives of Israel’s Children were being taken.
b. If that happened to you, would you call that life a life of chaos? 
·  In the truest sense of the word, the lives of these people were considered to be nothing. 
B. God Once Again Makes Himself Present – He delivers the Israelites from Slavery
1. What did God do when He delivered these people from their slavery? 
a. As God Created in the beginning - He now created a nation unto himself – Ex. 19:5-6
b. God then took them to Sinai - And what did God do at Sinai? 
c. He gave them a law that instructed them:  How to Honor God, Treat each other. 
· Thus an existence of chaos was replaced with an existence of order brought from God. 
2. In other words, God ended the confusion and guided them toward perfection. 
a. The more they allowed God to bring His presence into their lives, the less chaos they endured.
b. When they allowed God to be present in them, things were good. 
c. When they refused to allow God to be present in them, things were bad. 
IV. In the New Testament the Apostle Paul Addresses a Situation of Chaos vs. God.
A. Philippians 4
1. Vs. 1-2 - Euodia vs. Syntche – Encouraged to live in Harmony.
2. Why?  By implication they allowed a chaotic issue to enter into their lives.  
a. This was Something absent from God.
b. What was the solution?  Vs. 4-9
V. What Does God Intend for those who Commit to Perfection in Him through Jesus Christ.
A. I Cor. 6:7-11; Ephesians 2:1-7
1. Consider the description of what they were before they were Christians with God in their life.
a. Dead in rebellion against God. 
b. Living an existence that followed forces that opposed the very presence of God. 
c. Slaves to their physical lusts, their physical desires, their trust in themselves. 
d. Doing the things that invited God's wrath. 
2. Even when they lived and acted in those ways, God loved them enough to do something about it--He showed His grace by sending Jesus. – He wanted to rid them from CHAOS!
B. Now Consider: Ephesians 4:20-24 
1. Jesus did not teach living a life that rebelled against God and indulged self's desires. 
2. When we were dead, and God still reached out for us, what did God have in mind for us?
a. He wanted us to put away the old, rebellious, corrupt life. 
b. He wanted us to allow Him to create us anew. 
c. He wanted us to be dedicated to His nature--righteousness and holiness of truth instead of the old deceived, selfish nature. 
C. Do you see the parallel? 
1. God created the world to destroy emptiness.
2. God made those who were slaves to the Egyptians, His people -  to destroy chaos. 
3. God made those who were slaves to sin, His people - to destroy chaos.
VI. Paul not only guided others in these teachings, but he considered this situation in his very life.
A. Philippians 3:7-14
B. Be real honest with yourself--do not look at others, look at yourself. 
1. Let me ask you to do something very scary. 
2. Look in your own life and your own heart, your own attitudes and emotions. 
3. Look at your chaos in every dark corner of your life. 
4. Look at it straight in the "face," squarely "in the eye." 
C. As you stare your chaos "straight in the eye," ask and answer a question with absolute honesty.
1. Where is God? 
a. When you stare at your chaos, is God anywhere around? 
2. Why is He not there? 
a. Simply put: where each of us let chaos live and reign in our lives, God cannot be present.
· Why?  God and chaos are enemies--always have been, and always will be. 
· Why?  Where God is, there is peace; where Satan is, there is chaos. 
3. We decide. 
a. We either let God reign in us, or we let the forces of chaos reign within us. 
VII. Summary

A. In a year from now, if we continue to live, we will be at this very same place in life?
1. Will we be willing to examine ourselves in 12 months?
2. In twelve months from now, who will be in charge of your life?
a. God through Jesus or Satan through chaos? 
B. There are a lot of things I cannot tell you about life. 
1. But there are two things I can you about life:
a. If chaos rules and controls me internally, it is because I allow it too. 
b. If there is less chaos in my life in 2010 than there is today, it will be because…
·  I gave the areas of my life that chaos controlled to God
·  The presence of God in my life drove chaos out. 
C. So who will control you in 2010, the peace of God or the chaos of Satan? 
