The Centurion Principles
I. Introduction

II. A centurion was the commander of approx. 100 men in a Roman legion.

A. Duties: drill his men, inspect arms, food and clothing, and to command them in camp and in field. 
III. New Testament Centurions
A. All of these are portrayed in a positive light.

1. Mt. 8:5-13 - Centurion went to Jesus - servant was suffering of Palsy.  Praised for Faith.
2. Mt. 27:54 – Centurion at the Cross - Now when the centurion, and they that were with him, watching Jesus, saw the earthquake, and those things that were done, they feared greatly, saying, Truly this was the Son of God. 
3. Acts 10:1-2 There was a certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of the band called the Italian band, A devout man, and one that feared God with all his house, which gave much alms to the people, and prayed to God alway. 
B. Centurions saved Paul from an angry mob in Jerusalem. 

1. Acts 21:31-32 - And as they went about to kill him, tidings came unto the chief captain of the band, that all Jerusalem was in an uproar. Who immediately took soldiers and centurions, and ran down unto them: and when they saw the chief captain and the soldiers, they left beating of Paul.
2. Acts 22:25-26 And as they bound him with thongs, Paul said unto the centurion that stood by, Is it lawful for you to scourge a man that is a Roman, and uncondemned? When the centurion heard that, he went and told the chief captain, saying, Take heed what thou doest: for this man is a Roman.

3. Acts 23:23-35 - and he called unto him two centurions, saying, Make ready two hundred soldiers to go to Caesarea, and horsemen threescore and ten, and spearmen two hundred, at the third hour of the night; And provide them beasts, that they may set Paul on, and bring him safe unto Felix the governor
C. (Acts 24:23; 28:16) - Centurions often guarded Paul.  They seem to have simply done their jobs.
1. A centurion named Julius, spared Paul’s life, as soldiers were preparing to put prisoners to death to keep them from escaping on the voyage to Rome. 
a. Acts 27:42-43 - And the soldiers' counsel was to kill the prisoners, lest any of them should swim out, and escape. But the centurion, willing to save Paul, kept them from their purpose; and commanded that they which could swim should cast themselves first into the sea, and get to land:
IV. Centurions possessed some characteristics that need to be found in lives of leaders today.  

A. Paul used a Roman soldier to picture a Christian in (Eph. 6:10-17)
1. Roman centurions are a good likeness of an elder in the church. 

a. Centurions were soldiers who oversaw a group of soldiers; 

b. Elders are Christians who oversee a group of Christians. 

B. Centurions were always men - Women could not serve in that position.
1. Elders are always men.  

a. Women cannot serve in this position. 
b. (1Ti.3:2, Titus 1:6) – Husbands
C. Centurions were select men - They were the best of the best.  
1. They were chosen out of fighting men to lead fighting men.  
2. Elders are select men - They are the best of the best.  
a. They are chosen out of godly men.  

b. They must meet many qualifications. (1Ti.3:1-7; Tit.1:5-9)  
D. Centurions were proven men. 

1.  Roman soldiers signed up for 25 years and had to serve for 15 years before becoming centurions. 
2. Elders are to be proven men. 
a. 1Ti. 3:10 - And let these also first be proved; then let them use the office of a deacon, being found blameless.
· Rom. 3:23 – All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
b. They are not novices.
· 1Tim.3:6 - Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation of the devil.
c. They have submitted and served before leading and commanding others 
· Heb.13:17 - Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you.
· Elders have been there and done that.  They have seen it all in the church.
E. Centurions made sacrifices to do their work. 

1. As Roman soldiers, they provided their own armor, weapons, food, and clothing.
2. Elders make sacrifices to do their work.  

a. Many are unaware of the time, energy, and money expended in caring for the flock. 1 Pet. 5:1-4.
b. Flocks don’t just care for themselves – Though they think they are fine.

c. Ex. Preacher Mental Stress – Elder Mental Stress is much higher.

F. Centurions always led from the front – Easy to Identify in Battle
1. Bright red plume on top of their helmet.  
2. Elders are to lead from the front. 
a. John 10:2-4 – Shepherd’s Lead… Sheep Follow.
b. The Lord said of Abraham
· Gen. 18:19 - For I know him, that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of the LORD, to do justice and judgment; that the LORD may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him.- Good Leader Description
· Elders should be easy to pick out as followers of Christ.
3. They are to be examples to the flock 
a. Heb. 13:7 - Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word of God: whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation.
b. Rule over means to have authority over your actions within the law of Christ.

c. An elder is not a dictator.  They have responsibility of concern for you.
G. Centurions demonstrated great courage.  

1. As noted, Centurions could be identified by their helmets…
a. Frontline position and the colored plume atop their helmet made them the target of the enemy. 

b. However, it also gave courage to their men.   “He’s not running!”
2. Elders are to be men of courage. 
a. Josh. 1:6-7 – Lord to Joshua – Leader of the People.
b. Their boldness gives boldness to those who follow them.
· I Sam. 17:50-52 - David when destroyed Goliath; Israel Inspired
· Phil. 1:14 - And many of the brethren in the Lord, waxing confident by my bonds, are much more bold to speak the word without fear.
c. In visitation, classes, sharing the word, doing right – Elders  can inspire.
H. Centurions knew how to use a sword.  

1. They stabbed rather than cut because stabbing was more effective.  

a. Stabs (Thrusts) almost always proved fatal while cutting did not.  

b. Also, stabbing kept their body protected while cutting left their side open to attack. 
2. Elders must know how to use a sword.  

a. They must be able to use the sword of the spirit.
· Eph. 6:17 - And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God: 
· Heb.4:12 - For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.
b. They must be able to deal with false teachers. 
· Tit. 1:9-11
I. Centurions had to be able to teach.  

1. They were responsible for training their own men.  

a. They made their soldiers practice with heavier wooden swords to build muscle.  

b. They taught their men to work as a unit.  
2. Elders must be apt to teach. 
a. 1 Tim. 3:2 - A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach
3. Elders must facilitate the Church in working as a Unit
a. Eph. 6:10 - Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.; 
b. 1 Cor. 3:9 - for we are labourers together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's building
J. Centurions were builders.  

1. They had to be able to build roads, bridges, weapons, ladders, and a host of other things.  

a. They had to use the supplies on hand.  

b. They couldn’t go to the local hardware for supplies.
2. Elders are to be builders.  
a. Acts 20:28-32 – (Paul to the elders at Ephesus) – 
· Word builds up and the Elders were to use it as such.
· They were to shepherd and over see the flock.
· This is a matter of edification (building up).
b. Ex. Cracked beam. It is mended or if unrepairable it is cast out. (I Cor. 5)
K. Centurions were men of endurance. 

1. Roman soldiers trained and marched in all kinds of weather.  

2. Had to be able to march 20 miles a day with packs on their backs that weighed approximately 90 lbs.  
3. Elders have to be men of endurance. 
a. 2Ti.2:3 - Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.
4. They have to be able to bear heavy burdens for great distances. 
a. 2 Co. 11:28 - Beside those things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches.
L. Centurions received more pay than the soldiers serving under them.  

1. They were rewarded special medals which were worn on their breastplates for acts of great bravery. 

a. They were “worth their salt.”  

b. This expression comes from their being paid partially in salt. 

2. Elders are worthy of Great honor. 
a. 1Ti. 5:17-18 - They are worthy of their hire – This is their life!
b. Approaching an elder over an issue
· Respect – For the Position, For the Man, For his wisdom.
M. Centurions were not to entangle themselves with the affairs of this life. 

1. They had to go where ever and whenever they were told
2. Elders are not to entangle themselves in the affairs of this life 

a. 2 Tim. 2:4 - No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.; 
b. 2 Cor. 5:9  - Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be accepted of him.
· Elders are always at the post.  Night and Day.

N. Centurions carried a vine stick to disciple those who walked disorderly.  

1. The right hands of deserters were cut off.  

a. Decimation was practiced if troops fled from field (every tenth soldier was beaten to death)
2. Elders are to discipline those who walk disorderly. 
a. 2 Th.3:6 - Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which he received of us.
b. The old leaven must be  purged.
· 1 Cor. 5:6-8 - Your glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump? Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us: Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 
c. Deserters must be dealt with. 
· Heb. 10:25 - Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.
d. This is not a Power thing, but a love thing.
· Heb. 12:9-13

O. Centurions mentored a man called an “optio” to take their place one day. 

1.  In case of their untimely death, there was one to take the reins
2. Elders are to be mentoring men who can take their place one day. 
a. 2 Tim. 2:2 - And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also
V. Summary

A. Pray all churches will strive to have existing and future elders with centurion-like characteristics.  

B. If centurions were ever needed in the church, it is today.
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