Building Or Babbling?
1. Introduction: 

· We should be interested in Church Building - growth.  Paul, Apollos, sowers of the seed of the kingdom
· Conditions – Persecution – New idea – Alone (from world’s standpoint)

· Not growth at all costs.  Not when it means taking our focus off God and his commandments.

· Ex. Homosexuality in the Church, Female Ministers, Acceptance of Gambling/Alcohol, God Says Sing Yet some feel the need to entertain by clapping, snapping, waving hands, dancing, or adding incoherent sounds to provide rhythm – We do not have the authority for this!
2. Building of the tower of Babel and essential qualities for church building.

I. The Account Of The Tower Of Babel

· (Genesis 11:1-9). – Mankind in its infancy.
· God was not pleased with their effort

a. God sees sin.  Man is elevating himself.  God sees that no sin would be impossible for them.

b. God in the beginning said “multiply and fill the earth”.  Yet, vs. 4.  Direction opposite!
c. God confuses their language and brings a halt to the building. – People Disperse – Ps. 127:1
d. Four Essential Qualities Of Church Growth – 3 for Babble + 1
1. Unity.

1. (Genesis 11:6) – “…the people is one…”
e. We need to be united.

2. John 17:20-21 – Jesus speaking about unity.
3. Ephesians 4:3 – “…being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”
4. Matthew 12:25 – Jesus – “Any kingdom divided against itself is laid waste; and any city or house divided against itself shall not stand”.
f. Ecc. 4:9-12 – Solomon speaking inspired words of wisdom - Unity!

· Ex. Horse – 9000lb. 2 – 30,000lb.  From Unity comes strength.
Ex. Togetherness Can Build Up a Church

A minister once told a famous conductor how he wished he could fill his church building the way the Orchestra filled every seat of a large concert hall. The conductor replied, "You could, if you had a hundred members who worked together as well as the members of this orchestra." 
A united church is somewhat like a great orchestra.

· When you listen to an orchestra, it is amazing how the members will not only play the right notes, but will play them together.  Church members need not only to make the right moves, but make them together. 

· A musician who always wants to play his favorite piece (which may be exceptionally beautiful) and refuses to play-or else plays very halfheartedly or slowly-when another composition is chosen, not only will not help the cause but will be a detriment to the whole orchestra and may destroy its appeal.  A church member who is out of step with others, or who approaches his tasks carelessly or reluctantly or selfishly, or who does not participate at all may make more sour music than the church can make sweet notes.
· Your lack of effort may cause someone else to stop trying.

· Your lack of enthusiasm may cause someone to give up.  (You may not even know it).

· Your absence from church worship, work, or fellowship may be the last straw of encouragement.

· The opposite causes unity!

a. We need to forfeit our ease, grudges, and our opinions in order to achieve unity 

5. Ephesians 4:31-32; 

b. Romans 14:1-3 - Unity – not segregation or quarantine based on opinions.  Forfeit Ease.
a. There is great danger in a divisive man 

b. Numbers 16 – Korah, Dathan, and Abiram – Challenged the authority of Moses and Aaron – The ground swallowed them up.  God also consumed 250 others with fire from the sky.  When the people blamed Moses and Aaron 14,700 were killed by God.

c. 1 Cor. 5:1-6 – Immorality man and a woman.  Paul delivered him over to Satan.
· Titus 3:10 –  “Reject a factitious man after a first and second warning, knowing that such a man is perverted and is sinning, being self condemned.”
· God said Sing!  Not sit!  God said assemble, not stay home.  God said serve, not let only others do it!  God said encourage one another, not avoid one another!  To do otherwise is sin and destroys unity!

6. Communication.

7. (Genesis 11:6) – “…they have all one language…”
8. 1 Peter 5:1-3 - Elders must communicate with the church - 
9. The church must communicate with the elders - 1 Thess. 5:12
10. Christians must communicate with Christians - John 13:35  - More than a handshake.
11. Christians must communicate with the World – Mt. 18:18-19
12. A lack of communication will breed distrust, and will create an "us" and "them" attitude.

1. Commitment.

2. (Genesis 11:3-4,6). – vs.3-4 “Let us, Let us, Let us”, vs.6“…now nothing will be restrained from them…” (UNRESTRAINED SIN)
3. Luke 14:28-31 - Committment
4. Nehemiah 4:6 – “So we built the wall and the whole wall was joined together to half its height, for the people had a mind to work.” 
5. 1 Peter 3:15 – “but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to every one who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence;”
A. Purpose of Glorifying God 

The folks building the tower of Babel had Unity!  They had communication!  They had Commitment!  These things are needed to build the Church!  

· So, why did God scatter the people?  

· Their purpose was to Glorify man not God.  

1. For the church to Grow, we must have the purpose of Glorifying God. – Fourth, most important Quality for church growth.  Without it, the number of people in a building may grow, but the church will not.

2. Rom 8:31 – “What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?”

3. I Cor. 3:6 – “God gave the increase!”

4. Col 3:17 – “And whatsoever ye do, in word or in deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.”

5. Rom 15:5-7 – “Now the God of patience and of comfort grant you to be of the same mind one with another according to Christ Jesus: that with one accord ye may with one mouth glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Wherefore receive ye one another, even as Christ also received you, to the glory of God.”
1. If we are a united Church.  If we are a church that communicates.  If we are a church that is committed.  If we are all these things to glorify God, the Church will grow.
2. Conclusion: 

3. Great potential in possessing the three qualities of Unity, Communication, and Commitment.

4. Only God could stop them (Genesis 11:6). – Nothing impossible
· These qualities used to glorify man are evil, but endless good can be done if they glorify the Lord.
· Phi 4:13  I can do all things in him that strengtheneth me. – This addresses the Church.
5. I John 5:4  - “For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world:” – Does this address you?
