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I. Introduction

A. The Bible’s Direction to our life dillema’s

1. 2 Pet. 1:3 - …”His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellance.”

2. “We have problems the Bible doesn’t talk about”
B. A Pressing Situation in America - Bailouts

1. Bailouts have occurred

a. Airlines

b. Financial Industry

c. Agriculture

d. Automotive

e. Bailout Happiness has become so widespread even pornography industry has asked for funds.

2. Today, Our country is considering giving money to those who:

a. Cannot afford to keep up the payments on the homes they have purchased.
b. Those who do not work at all.
3. These ideas were met by an outburst at the Chicago Board of Trade.

a. With many Voicing their support, A reporter (Rick Santelli), let loose his concern:

· He expressed that mortgage defaulters should lose their homes and not be rewarded with aid.
· He suggested aiding them was like rewarding those who drink water rather than rewarding those who carry the water.
b. The following Issues should be considered from this Situation.
· Should people be allowed to fail?
· Should people be rewarded for irresponsibility? 
4. Does the Bible have anything to say about this?
a. (To Be Clear, we are not talking about those who lost jobs due to layoffs).

b. We are examining folks who lived beyond their means or expect handouts.
II. Should people be allowed to fail?
A. Could God Stop Us?

1. I Kings 13:1-4 – Jeroboam stopped right in the middle of an action.

2. Num. 22:22:34 – Balak king of Moab wanted Balaam to curse Israel.  God Stopped.
3. Mat. 17:1-6 – “while he was yet speaking”

4. Luke 1:18-20 – Stopped Zacharias from speaking.
5. Mt. 26:53 – Could have called ten legions of angels
6. Acts 5:1-11- Ananias and Saphira killed immediately.
7. Could God stop us?  Yes.
B. Has he allowed Failure?

1. Adam – Gen. 2:16-17 – He gave a choice.
2. Joshua 24:15 – “Choose yourselves today who you will serve”
3. Job – God gave opportunity for Job to curse Him.

4. Judas – Mt. 26:50 – “Friend do what you have come for”
5. Peter – Gal. 2:11-14 – Allowed Peter who was inspired, to eat separately with Jews.

C. What is the point of Failure?

1. To provide an example for us in our lives

a. 1Co 10:11 - Now these things happened unto them by way of example; and they were written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages are come.

b. Heb 4:11 - Let us therefore give diligence to enter into that rest, that no man fall after the same example of disobedience.

c. 2 Pet. 2:4-9

2. To guide us in His path and not ours
a. Mat 5:3 - Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

b. Prov. 3:5-6 - Trust in Jehovah with all thy heart, And lean not upon thine own understanding: In all thy ways acknowledge him, And he will direct thy paths.
c. Acts 17:24-28
d. Mic 6:8 - He hath showed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth Jehovah require of thee, but to do justly, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with thy God?
e. Following after our will is simply Humanism.  

· We are trusting we know more than God.

· James 1:5 - But if any of you lacketh wisdom, let him ask of God, who giveth to all liberally and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.
D. Failure is not meant to be Permanent, however, it can be…

1. Isa 55:6 - Seek ye Jehovah while he may be found; call ye upon him while he is near:
2. 2Th 1:7-10 - and to you that are afflicted rest with us, at the revelation of the Lord Jesus from heaven with the angels of his power in flaming fire, rendering vengeance to them that know not God, and to them that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus: who shall suffer punishment, even eternal destruction from the face of the Lord and from the glory of his might,  when he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be marvelled at in all them that believed (because our testimony unto you was believed) in that day.
E. Should people be allowed to fail in America?

1. Absolutely! - God has allowed all men to fail, who are we to question him?
2. We will fail and we will be the better for it.
III. Should people be rewarded for irresponsibility?ah
A. Is it irresponsible to want a nice home?

1. I Cor. 6:12 – No!
2. Are we promised one here on earth? – No!
3. What are we promised?
a. Mat. 6:31-33 - God Provides what we need.
B. Are we owed luxuries just because we exist and strife in life?
1. Gen. 3:17-19
2. Luke 17:6-10 – God does not reward for existing.

a. Our reward in heaven is only be his grace, it is not owed.
3. Israel was a nation chosen of God to inherit a promised land.
a. Num. 14:22-23
4. Taking on the name Christian Does not guarantee anything.
a. I Cor. 9:26-27 - So I do not run aimlessly; I do not box as one beating the air.  But I discipline my body and keep it under control, lest after preaching to others I myself should be disqualified.
C. Does God reward those who have acted irresponsible?

1. Mat. 25
a. The ten virgins were not rewarded for not bringing oil for their lamps.
b. The man with one talent was not rewarded for hiding the talent entrusted to him.
2. Mat. 7

a. The man who build his house upon a foundation of sand is not rewarded.
D. What has God said about those who are irresponsible and do not work?
1. Pro 12:27 - The slothful man roasteth not that which he took in hunting; But the precious substance of men is to the diligent. – You get nothing if you don’t do something.  Benefit belongs to the active.
2. Pro 12:24 - The hand of the diligent shall bear rule; But the slothful shall be put under taskwork. -  Want to get ahead, you have to engage.
3. 2 Thess. 3:10 - For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, If any will not work, neither let him eat.
E. Should people be Rewarded for their foolish decisions in America?
1. God does not reward the foolish or Lazy, who are we to question Him?

2. If folks want to keep their homes, make better financial decisions or work more diligently to afford the payments.

IV. Conclusion
A. The Bible – God’s Answers to Man’s Problems

1. When God said He has “granted us everything pertaining to life”, he meant it.
2. Sometimes, the answers aren’t what we want to hear, but their for our best.

3. God allows us to fail.  God allows us to make foolish decisions.

4. We should give all men the same blessing that God has given us.
