Committing Ourselves to Bible Study

I. Introduction – Happy New Year!… or almost…

A. This morning we want to focus on: Committing Ourselves to Bible Study 

1. 45 min. on Sun. or Wed. eve. is not a substitute for reading God's Word on your own every day. 

2. Personal and group study are necessary for our spiritual growth. 

3. Colossians 3:16 "Let the Word of Christ dwell in you as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom." 

B. God desires us His children to grow through:  

1. Reading His Word – Rom. 15:4
2. Engaging in dialogue – I Thess. 5:14
· What a tragedy when growth doesn't occur.

· If not in it, how can we expect to obtain any knowledge from it? 

· If you never study Bible you become an easy target for Satan! – Honey words. 2 Pet. 3:15-18
C. Americans are Biblically Illiterate:

1. Studies have reported:

· Only 32% can name all four Gospels 

· Less than 40% of Americans read the Bible weekly 
· Less than 50% know what happened when Jesus was in Cana.

· 63% cannot identify a quote from the sermon on the Mount.

· 67% have no clue what happened on the way to Damascus.

2. Our Children are different… Right??

· Christian teens typically scored only slightly better than non-Christian students.

· They used to read the Bible in School.  Was a part of their lives each day!

· Now the teachers and the students are barred from or afraid to mention the Bible.

3. Many are proud of their ignorance of Bible: “Times of Ignorance are over” – Time to Repent!
· Many people just don’t want to take the time to explore the truth.  

· They feel that the feeling that is in their heart is what matters.

a. Pro 16:25 - There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, But the end thereof are the ways of death.
· Yet, God is calling them and they will have to answer to Him. – God Said “Spirit and Truth”!
4. We don’t have to be Biblically Illiterate!  We do not have to study on our own. 

· It’s easier to exercise with others. 

· It's easier to be faithful to study in a group than alone.  

· Groups help you see things you may have not before – Or you may help them!

· They can bring contagious excitement to a study! – I will study with you!  Name the Time!
II. 10 Reasons why we all should participate in Bible Study:

A. (1) The Bible is God's Word

1. God expects Commitment to the study of His Word.
· 1Pe 3:15 - but sanctify in your hearts Christ as Lord: being ready always to give answer to every man that asketh you a reason concerning the hope that is in you, yet with meekness and fear: 

· 2 Timothy 3:16-17 - "All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work." 
2. The Bible is more than 66 different books with some good advice!

The Bible is the revelation of God and that means two things: 

1. The Bible is a book by God – One of a kind!
2. The Bible is a book about God – Get to know the one who created you!
· The Bible is the most popular book in all of history.  It has been the best selling book in the world for years! - It is not going away!
· 1 Peter 1:23-25 - "For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God. For, "All men are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field; the grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of the Lord stands forever." 
B. (2) The Bible answers life's most important questions

1. Questions such as: Is there a God? (Yes!) Why am I here? (To Glorify God) How can I beat temptation?  (Resist it!) Is there life after death? (Yes!) What is God's will for my life? (That it is spent with Him).

· 2 Timothy 3:14-15 -  "But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus." 

· Questions about Modesty?  Premarital Sex? Alcohol? Improper Worship? Commitment?

1. (3) The Bible nourishes us spiritually 

2. We feed our body with food!  It helps us run the race ( Without it we will “Bonk”!

3. We need Spiritual food! From where?  ( God's Word.  ( Lasts longer than a sugar high!

· The Bible contains themes such as encouragement, wisdom, marriage and finances just to name a few.  Listen to these words found in:
a. 1 Peter 2:1-3 tells us "Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind. Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, now that you have tasted that the Lord is good."
4. Spiritual Nourishment

· How does the Bible nourish spiritually? It gets us to know the author, the almighty God!

· To some people the Bible may not seem very interesting in parts, but as you get to know the author it takes on a new meaning.  

5. Starvation

· Ex. Church Goer sent in letter to local paper.  Over 30 years heard 3,000 sermons – could not recall a one.  Wasting his and preacher’s time.  Discussion went on for weeks in paper until man wrote in that he had been married 30 years.  Wife had made over 32,000 meals.  Don’t remember the full menu of any.  Yet, those meals nourished him.  They aided him day by day.  They helped him even when he didn’t realize it.  Without each of those meals he would have starved to death.

· People are starving spiritually today because, the only Bible they receive is during the worship assembly.  For an hour each week, they are being spoon fed.  The rest of the week they skip or receive little spiritual nourishment.  

· The challenge is for everyone to be involved in a Bible Study as much as possible each week.  This may mean the Mon., Tue., Wed., Thur., Fri., or Sat.  – We Have Two!!
C. (4) The Bible Encourages us to See Ourselves as We Are 

There are two ways to know what you look like. 

1. Photograph - Most of us try to look our best in photographs.

2. Mirror – This is what you look at each morning.

· You probably didn’t look at your photo before church and say “I look Great!” And leave.

· You probably looked into the mirror and noticed that you had some work to do before you left the house, so you invested time for your appearance.

a. Jam 1:22-25  But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deluding your own selves. For if any one is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a mirror: for he beholdeth himself, and goeth away, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. But he that looketh into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and so continueth, being not a hearer that forgetteth but a doer that worketh, this man shall be blessed in his doing. 

· The Bible is a mirror and it shows us the things that need to be corrected so that you will look like what God wants.  

· Why do we study the Bible?  
a. Not to impress others with our knowledge,
b. The purpose of Scripture is to reveal to us the one whose image you've been made! 
"Keep looking into the mirror, until you no longer see yourself, but all that you see is Christ!" 
· (5) The Bible offers transformation

1. Hebrews 4:12 , "The word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart." 

· Paul – Persecuter of Christians

A. John Newton – Amazing Grace – sailor – worked on slave ship, abused – had his own slave ship - ship storm “Lord have mercy on us".

· Jeffery Dahmer – Homosexual murderer

2. God's Word has the power to transform people's lives.

D. (6) The Bible encourages accountability 

1. When you study God's Word with others, you come to a deeper understanding 

2. (As iron sharpens iron).  Christians sharpen Christians faith!

3. A survey revealed 90% of new members will stay if:

· They can articulate their faith, 

· Belong to a small group (Bible study or Life Group)

· They have 4-5 close friends

Bible study can offer all three of those! 

B. Acts 2:42 "They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer." They did this and the church exploded!

E. (7) The Bible exposes false teaching

1. That is why we view the Bible as the genuine and we receive our marching instructions in it.

· Hebrews 13:17 - "Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men who must give an account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no advantage to you." 

2. Elders are men who search the Scriptures and they want us to be people who search also.

· In Acts 17:11 we learn, "The Bereans were of more noble than the Thessalonians because they searched the Scriptures everyday to see if what Paul was saying was true." 

· When the Bible is discarded, it leads to chaos. Hilter knew that if he could separate the influence of the Bible in a person's daily life from the affairs of the government he could rule the world.  In a 1934 meeting, one person stood up for the truth of the Bible.  He was escorted away and the German nation was lead down a path of destruction. They left everything to a human leader.

C. As the Bible is misinterpreted, it becomes self-serving – Thus, we must know the scriptures!

F. (8) The Bible empowers us to resist temptation 
1. The only offensive piece of the Christian's armor is the word of God; everything else is a protective device. Ephesians 6:17, "Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God."

2. Saying - "Sin will keep you from the Bible, or the Bible will keep you from sin" This agrees with:

· Psalm 119:11 - "I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you." 

3. God's word can help you resist temptation.  When Jesus was tempted, he used the Word of God to stop the devil in his tracks.  When I am spend more time in the Word I feel stronger and more able to do right.
· (9) The Bible Equips Us to Reach the Lost 

1. Mark 16:15-16, "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation. Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned." 

2. Friendship alone won’t convert.  Fame and Fortune won’t convert.  Good Looks won’t convert.  The Word of God is what convicts men and causes them to confess that Jesus is the Son of God.

G. (10) The Bible prepares us for eternity
1. When the world chips away at our faith, we can find comfort in God's Word.

The Bible is about a God who:

1. Made the heavens and earth, 

2. Gave His only son to buy back our redemption and 

3. Offers us eternal life in a resurrection forever

2. John 6:65-68, as Jesus is teaching, people leave him, because the teaching is hard for them to understand and believe.  Verse 67 Jesus asks Peter if he wants to leave with the crowd. Peter's reply John 6:68:  "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life."
Closing 

D. Bible study helps you in life and it prepares you to face death.  

· Do You Have a Study Plan?

· A Plan for yourself and your whole Family? – Yearly Bible Study!

1. Do You know the Salvation Plan?

