Mounts  of the Bible
I Introduction
A God has created some beautiful mountains.

1 Rockies, Hymalayas, Beartooths, Smokies…  It’s great to visit these.

2 Today, we will visit mountains of the Bible.

II Mount Moriah – Mount of Obedience 
A Between Mt. Zion and Mt. Olivet 
1 1900 to 2500 ft.

2 Christ Believed to be crucified on northern end.

3 Where Solomon’s Temple Built.
4 Known as Temple Mount

B Gen. 22:1-13 – Story of Abraham’s Sacrifice
1 Obedience to God isn’t always cut and dry

2 The Journey was a long one from Beersheba to Jerusalem.

3 The sacrifice required his son.

a This son has been promised to bring many descendants.

b Heb. 11:17-19

· Abraham had faith God knew what he was doing.

4 James 2:21-24

a It is not faith this required, but obedient faith.
5 Due to Abraham’s actions we can remember Mount Moriah as a Mount of Obedience.

III Mount Olivet – Mount of Hope 
A East of Mt. Moriah across Kidron Valley 

1 2700 Ft.
2 Garden of Gethsemane there.

3 Consisted of three hills

a Scopus

b Olives – Where Jesus spent much time.

c Destruction – Altars for Solomon’s wives built there.

B Acts 1:1-11 – Christ Ascension
1 The Disciples had hope of receiving power of the Holy Spirit.
2 More importantly they had the hope of Christ Returning.

3 Because of this, they had hope of deliverance from the World.

a Joh 14:2-3 -  In my Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I come again, and will receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. 

4 We too live in this Hope.
a Tit. 2:11-15
b I Cor. 15:12-23
5 Due to Christ’s Ascension, we can remember Mount Olivet as a Mount of Hope
IV Mountains of Uz – Mounts of Faithfulness
A The Uz of Lam. 4:21 is that of the Edomites.  
1 Assuming the land is the same Uz of Job 1, it is Mountainous.
B Job 1, 2, 42 – Faithfullness.
1 Job was faithful when tried.

a He spoke the things right of God.

b He was called a servant of God by God.

c He prayed for those who spoke ill of him.

d Jas 5:11 - Behold, we call them blessed that endured: ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord, how that the Lord is full of pity, and merciful.

2 Job’s diligence, causes to think of the mountains of Uz as Mounts of Faithfulness.

V Mount Nebo – Mount of God’s Severity
A Western Jordan – Just East of Top of Dead Sea
1 3300 ft. high

2 A Church was built on this Mountain in commemoration of Moses Death around 350 AD

B  God’s Servant - Moses

1 Review Moses Service to God.

a Moses was chosen by a God to be a deliverer

b He dealt with Pharoah

c He dealt with Israel when they were weak.

· He put up with their grumbling

· He put up with their revolts

· He spent 40 years with them in the wilderness.

· He saw their curses and blessings.

2 His sin – Num. 20:1-12
a Moses addressed the people and smote the rock twice rather than just speak to the rock.
3 His death – Deut. 34:1-6 – Mount Nebo is location.
a Moses faced earthly consequences for his disobedience.
b This is a type of man in disobedience to God.

c God is serious about sin and obedience. 

· Some may believe this was severe punishment, you are right.

· God’s punishment is severe.

d Rom 11:22 - Behold then the goodness and severity of God: toward them that fell, severity; but toward thee, God's goodness, if thou continue in his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off.
4 We can remember Mount Nebo, as a Mount of God’s Severity.

VI Transfiguration – Mount of Christ’s Authority
A Bible does not name this mountain

1 Likely suspects according to scholars:

a Mt. Hermon – in the area of Caesarea Philippi which Jesus had been preaching in – It is high 9,000 Ft.

b Mt. Tabor – Close, but not high.  1,800 ft.  Became traditional location – but at time had a fortress and high population.
c Mt. Lebanon - Close

d Mt. Sinai – Far away, but noted for Elijah and Moses interactions there.
B Mat. 17:1-8

1 Christ is not equal to Moses and the prophets.
a Christ’s Authority is above them all.

b “Hear Ye Him”.
c Mat 28:18 - And Jesus came to them and spake unto them, saying, All authority hath been given unto me in heaven and on earth.
d Mar 1:22 - And they were astonished at his teaching: for he taught them as having authority, and not as the scribes.
e Mat 10:1 - And he called unto him his twelve disciples, and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of disease and all manner of sickness.
f Luk 10:19 - Behold, I have given you authority to tread upon serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall in any wise hurt you.
g Joh 12:48 - He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my sayings, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I spake, the same shall judge him in the last day.
h Mat 9:6 - But that ye may know that the Son of man hath authority on earth to forgive sins (then saith he to the sick of the palsy), Arise, and take up thy bed, and go up unto thy house.
2 The Mount of Transfiguration causes us to recall God’s verbal confirmation of Christ’s Authority.
VII Sion – Mount of Blessings
A Lies to the west of Mt. Moriah
1 2533 Feet High
2 Sion is interchangeably spelled Zion.
a 2 Sa 5:7 - Nevertheless David took the stronghold of Zion; the same is the city of David.
· Zion stronghold of the Jebusites which David captured (on Mt. Moriah)

· But it has a wider use…

b I Kings 8:1 – Identify Zion as the city of David which is Jerusalem.
c Zion is where God dwelled

· Psa 9:11 - Sing praises to Jehovah, who dwelleth in Zion: Declare among the people his doings.
· Ps. 48:1-3 - Great is Jehovah, and greatly to be praised, In the city of our God, in his holy mountain. Beautiful in elevation, the joy of the whole earth, Is mount Zion, on the sides of the north, The city of the great King.  God hath made himself known in her palaces for a refuge.
· But it has wider use…
B The Spiritual Mt. Sion.
1 Ps. 125:1 – We know from (2 Pet. 3:10) that the earth and all in it will be destroyed.
a If Zion abides forever, it must be something spiritual.
2 Rev 3:12 - He that overcometh, I will make him a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go out thence no more: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God, and mine own new name.
a This place is that of those who overcome.
3 Who is it that overcomes?
a 1Jn 5:4-5 - For whatsoever is begotten of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that hath overcome the world, even our faith.  And who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God? – These are Christians.
4 Rev 21:2 - And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband. – The New Jerusalem, Zion, is the Church.
a This is made clear in Eph. 5
5 Heb. 12:22-29 – Mt. Sion is clearly identified as the Church.  
a The ones under the new covenant.
b Men made perfect by the blood of Christ.
c Those who have escaped the world.
d Those who have come to an eternal kingdom.
6 Mount Zion is truly the Mount of Blessings.
VIII God has made many mountains.
A We could learn lessons from them

1 Obedience, Hope, Faithfulness, Severity, Christ’s Authority, Blessing

B We could go to these mountains and experience them ourselves.

C Have you come to Mt. Sion?
1 You are invited today to take that journey.
2 You are invited to climb the peaks.
3 You are invited to experience the blessings of Mt. Sion.
4 Will you come?
