Babylon

I. General History
A. Babylon was an ancient city in Mesopotamia (Modern Iraq), the ruins can be found in about 48 miles south of baghdad.
1. The earliest source to mention Babylon is from a tablet from the 24th century.

2. The tablet says it was Sargon who built the city.

3. The city was built around the Euphrates River, with the river flowing through the middle.

4. At different times in its history it has been said to have been the largest city in the world.  

· Walls said to be 15 miles long

· 300 FEET HIGH – 35 FEET DEEP

· 80 FEET THICK

· ¼ MILE BETWEEN THE CITY AND THE WALL.

1. Under Assyrian Rule 

2. Under Sennacherib there were constant revolts

3. The city was actually destroyed at one point during this time frame.

1. Under Babylon Rule around 626 BC

2. Nebuchadnezzar developed the city into one of the most amazing places to see on earth.

3. It had many giant bronze gates around the city.  The Gate of Ishtar, housed at a museum, can still be seen today.

4. Though its hanging gardens have been said to be the most beautiful in the world, thought it is argued whether Babylon actually had such a thing.

A. God and the Babylonian (Chaldean) People

1. Used to Judge Judah and other Nations

2. Nabo-polazzar, Nebuchadnezzar’s father brought the nation to power around 626.

3. Jer. 15:9-11 – Nations punished, Jerusalem captive 70 years.

4. Jer. 51:20
1. Daniel’s Day

2. Nebuchadnezzar made head of armies in 609 B.C.

3. 606 B.C. – Judah invaded, Daniel taken Captive. – Nebu made chief over all of Empire.

4. Daniel Becomes friend and advisor to Nebu.

5. 597 B.C. Second wave of Captives taken from Jerusalem – Ezekiel

6. 586 He burns Jerusalem

7. 13 years besieging Tyre.

1. Prophecy Regarding Judah and Babylon

2. Isaiah – Isaiah 43:14 – Prophecies fall of Babylonians
· Isaiah 44:24 – Isa. 45:3 – Says a guy by the name of Cyrus (Medo-Persian Empire) will do it.
· NOTE: THIS IS 150 YEARS BEFORE CYRUS

· THE TEMPLE WAS STANDING

· IT WAS AT LEAST 70 Years Before the Rise of the Babylonians
· No One was in Captivity in Babylon
3. There was no way they saw could envision the empire of the Medo-Persians.
4. Jeremiah 20:4-5 – Judah to be taken captive and treasure taken.

· Cyrus is called a shepherd:

· The Greek historian Herodotus, in Volume 1 of his histories, wrote: "Astyages, the son of Cyaxares, became king. He had a fascinating dream concerning his daughter Mandane.  He was told the vision meant the son of his daughter would reign over Asia instead of him.

·  To keep this from happening, immediately following the birth of Cyrus, Astyages sent for his servant to steal Cyrus and kill him.  The servant couldn’t do it and gave the boy to a shepherd to kill.  The shepherd couldn’t do it and raised the boy.

· Thus, Cyrus was raised early to be a shepherd fulfilling God's word to Isaiah.
· The next prophecy confirmed by history is found in:

· Isaiah 44:27: “Who says to the deep. Be dry! And I will dry up your rivers’. 

· Isaiah 45:1-2: "Thus says the LORD to His anointed, To Cyrus, whose right hand I have held; To subdue nations before him and loose the armor of kings, To open before him the double doors, So that the gates will not be shut. 'I will go before you and make the crooked places straight; I will break in pieces the gates of bronze. 

· While Marching toward Babylon, Cyrus came to the banks of the Gyndes.

· Since the Gyndes could only be crossed by boat, Cyrus stopped at the river. 

· One of his favorite white horses, tried to cross river and drown.

· Cyrus became furious with rage and vowed to break the river’s strength, saying that future generations would be able to cross it without getting their knees wet. 

· His plans to attack Babylon were now put on hold, 

· Divided troops into two regiments. Dug 180 trenches each side of river over a summer to dry it.

· Cyrus waited for next spring to march against Babylon. 

· Babylonians army was waiting for him. Persian king defeated the Babylonians.

· They withdrew into their fortress, shut themselves up, and made fun of his siege.

· Had planned for attack and stored food.

· Cyrus pondered problem of Seige.

· Placed army each side of city where river entered and exited.

· Went up stream and diverted river to old lake bed once created by a Babylonian Queen Nitocris.

· River levels dropped. Prophecy was fulfilled!

· Cyrus entered the city.  City did not even know it.

· The account of Herodotus verifies that God allowed Cyrus to subdue many nations before him, dry up the mighty waters and enter Babylon’s open gates of bronze, all while Belshazzar, their prince, was throwing what would be his last party just as recorded in Daniel chapter 5. 

· Final Fulfillment: Release of Captives, rebuilding of the temple return of treasure of Temple

·  Ezra 1:1-3
· 2 Chron. 36:22-23
· Ezra 1:7-11
B. Prophecy for future of City of Babylon

700 BC

Is. 13:19-22

Is. 14:23

Is. 25:12
600 BC

Jer. 50:12-13; 51:25-26; 51:36-37, 42

Over years of famine, river became saline.  Destroyed fertility of land.

Canals to distribute water and prevent flooding clogged up.

River changed direction.

Man made sea dried up.

Today, city is in complete ruin.

· IV. Closing - Final Thoughts

· In 1985, Saddam Hussein started rebuilding the city on top of the old ruins, with his name inscribed on many of the bricks.One frequent inscription reads: "This was built by Saddam Hussein, son of Nebuchadnezzar, to glorify Iraq". These bricks became sought after as collectors' items after the downfall of Saddam, and the ruins are no longer being restored to their original state. 

· Interestingly enough, an article published in the New York Times in July 2006 states that UN officials and the Iraqi administration have plans for restoring Babylon, making it a gem of a new Iraq as a cultural center complete with shopping malls, hotels, and maybe even a theme park

· US forces were criticised for building a helipad on ancient Babylonian ruins following the 2003 invasion of Iraq.  The vibrations from helicopter landings led a nearby Babylonian structure to collapse. Other heavy equipment aided to the crumbling of the ruins.

· Does not be dwelt in from Generation to Generation mean forever?  If so, it will never be rebuilt.
