Authority and Its Delegation - 4

I. Introduction

A. Authority

1. What is Authority?

2. Authority is the right to command or direct and enforce obedience or administer punishment.

· To authorize something is to approve of an action being done.

3. Ex. When I was a boy, I wanted to stay up late, dress my way, jump on my bed, eat my way, watch my shows, and be home when I wanted.  My Parents informed me that as long as I was living under their roof, I would live by their authority.  They said when I was an adult and had a family of my own, I would have the authority to do what I wanted then.

· Still, I have learned that I do not have authority to do anything that I want to do.

· I don’t have the authority to speed down the road as fast as I want.

· I don’t have the authority to pay taxes when I want to do so.

· I don’t have the authority to people not of my family follow my rules.

· I can jump on my bed though!

B. Review of Past lessons

1. We do not determine authority by:

a. Personal feelings – Prov. 14:12
b. Majority Decision – Ex. 23:2
· Ex: Children: “Everyone else is doing it!”

c. Personal Sincerity – Mt. 7:22-23 – “Lord Lord did we not prophesy in your name…”
· Rom. 10:1-3
· Acts 26:9
2. Last week 

a. Micah try to worship God His Way.  Created graven/molten image, Ephod, Priest, shrine.

b. His actions created false worship that consumed the tribe of Dan until they were led away and destroyed in captivity 1000 years later.

C. The Example of Jesus

1. Jn. 2:13-16 – Jesus clears the Temple

2. Mt. 21:12-14 – Jesus Clears Temple Again – Jesus Heals – Vs. 23-25a
a. Jesus did not ask: “The Baptism of John…

· Do you like it?

· Does it fit your needs?

· How does it make you feel?

b. All men need to ask: Where Do We Get the Authority for the Things that We Do?

· Do we get them from Men or from God?

II. Where Does Authority Come From?

A. All Authority begins with God, because He is God

1. Gen. 1:1 – In the Beginning God…

2. Ex. 3:13-14 – “What is His Name? What shall I say to them?  I AM WHO I AM”
3. Job 40: 4 – “Behold I am insignificant; what can I reply to Thee”
4. Isa 64:8 - But now, O Jehovah, thou art our Father; we are the clay, and thou our potter; and we all are the work of thy hand.
a. The creation has no authority over the creator.
B. God has a Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ

1. Jesus Did Many Things - We ask what the Jews Asked:
a. By what authority are You doing these things, and who gave You this authority? - Mt. 21:23
2. Jesus Received Authority from the Father

a. Mt. 28:18 – “All Authority has been given to Me…”
b. Eph.1:22-23 – “And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the Church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.”
c. Heb. 1:1-2 – “God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world.”

d. John 12:49-50 – Note: Vs. 50… “Just as” or “Even as” – Jesus added nothing nor took away.

e. Joh 5:30 - I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me.
f. John 8:29-32 – If we “Abide” in His words.  Nothing more or less.
· Our Freedom is to act within what the Bible Says… not outside of it.
3. There is no record of Jesus ever doing His own thing.

a. Psa 33:6 - By the word of the LORD were the heavens made; and all the host of them by the breath of his mouth.
b. Psa 33:9 - For he spake, and it was done; he commanded, and it stood fast.
· It was by the command of God that this world exists.

c. Joh 1:1-3 - In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  The same was in the beginning with God.  All things were made through him; and without him was not anything made that hath been made.
d. 1Cor 8:6 - yet to us there is one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we unto him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things, and we through him.
e. Notice all things are of God and through Christ.
· The Father said it, Christ did it.
4. Consider Creation: 

a. Gen. 1:3 – “Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was light”
· What did Jesus do? – He created light!
· Did Jesus create a light source?  No!
· Why?  God the Father did not say to do so!

· He didn’t say not to right?  Jesus gives our example.  He does not add to God’s Word.
· That is the silence of the Scriptures!  But… we will discuss this another time.
· When the Father Spoke, Jesus only did what he spoke.  He acted by God’s Authority.

5. Consider Jesus Temptation:

a. Lust of the Flesh – Mt. 4:1-4
b. Pride of Life – Mt. 4:5-6
c. Lust of the Eyes – Mt. 4:7-9
d. In each rebuttal to Satan, Christ states “It is written” and quoted from Duet. 8:3, 6:16, 6:13.
· The words Jesus used are from the Greek “gegraptai” – This word means “It is written and remains written”

· In other words, God has spoken with Authority and said what He meant.

· Jesus had authority to use these words, because they are what God had Spoken.

e. Note: Duet. 28:1-2; 28:15 – Blessing comes from following absolute Authority.

6. So By What Authority did Jesus do things?  Where did that Authority come from?

a. To the letter, it came from the Father who delegated that Authority to Christ.

C. Jesus Having Been Delegated Authority from God Entrusted Select Men with the Gospel

1. Jesus did this with the Authority of the Father – John 17:5-8
2. Jesus said in regard to these men: 

a. Jn 13:20 - Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that receiveth whomsoever I send receiveth me; and he that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me.
b. Jn 20:21-23 - Jesus therefore said to them again, Peace be unto you: as the Father hath sent me, even so send I you.  And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Spirit: whose soever sins ye forgive, they are forgiven unto them; whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained.
c. Jn 14:26 - But the Comforter, even the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said unto you.
3. Jesus Delegated Authority, by the exact Authority of the Father, to the Apostles.

a. What did this enable them to do?

· Mat 18:18  Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.
b. This gave the apostles the authority to command and teach only and exactly God’s Words.

4. The Apostles needed authority delegated to them or they would have not been pleasing to God.

a. Matt 15:1-14: 

· vs 8-9 - Human authority makes vain worship 

· vs 13 - Human authority shall be rooted up 

· vs 14 - Human teachers are blind guides - (Their followers are also blind.)

5. Today, God recognizes and respects only the authority of Christ given through the apostles.  

a. Mt. 28:19-20 – Christ commanded the Apostles to Teach us the Words of Father.

b. We serve Christ only by hearing and obeying the Apostles.

c. No man may bind anything the apostles have not bound.

d. No man can loose anything the apostles have bound. (bound/loosed in heaven already)

Ex. Elders cannot loose us from Sunday worship for worldly holidays.
· I John 4:6 - We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he who is not of God heareth us not. By this we know the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error.
D. The Apostles by the Authority of Christ Wrote Down the Will of the Father – The Bible

1. What Do we know about the Will of Christ from the Apostles?
a. The scriptures are perfect or complete -- nothing else is needed.  

· II Pet. 1:3 – “hath granted unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness;”

· II Tim 3: 16-17 – “Every scripture inspired of God is also profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for instruction which is in righteousness.”
b. Forbidden to add to it.
· Rev 22:18 – “I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, if any man shall add unto them, God shall add unto him the plagues which are written in this book:”

· II John 1:9 – “Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not in the teaching of Christ, hath not God: he that abideth in the teaching, the same hath both the Father and the Son.”

· Prov 30:5-6 – “Every word of God is tried: He is a shield unto them that take refuge in him.   Add thou not unto his words, Lest he reprove thee, and thou be found a liar.”

· 1 Cor 4:6 – “Now these things, brethren, I have in a figure transferred to myself and Apollos for your sakes; that in us ye might learn not to go beyond the things which are written; that no one of you be puffed up for the one against the other.”
c. Forbidden to subtract from it.
· Rev 22:19 – “and if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the tree of life, and out of the holy city, which are written in this book.”
· Duet. 4:2 – “Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish from it, that ye may keep the commandments of Jehovah your God which I command you.”
· Duet. 12:32 – “What thing soever I command you, that shall ye observe to do: thou shalt not add thereto, nor diminish from it.”
E. Today, The Bible is our Final Authority in All Matters 
1. Our Faith is based completely on God’s Word.

a. Rom. 10:17 – “Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God.”
2. It was been completely given to all mankind.

a. Jude 3 – “Beloved, while I was giving all diligence to write unto you of our common salvation, I was constrained to write unto you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered unto the saints. “
3. There will be no further revelations:

a. Gal 1:6-9 – “I marvel that ye are so quickly removing from him that called you in the grace of Christ unto a different gospel; which is not another gospel only there are some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. But though we, or an angel from heaven, should preach unto you any gospel other than that which we preached unto you, let him be anathema.  As we have said before, so say I now again, if any man preacheth unto you any gospel other than that which ye received, let him be anathema.”
III. Closing

A. Where Does Authority Come From?

1. Authority Comes from God the Father. His Words were:

2. Delegated to Christ
3. Delegated to the Apostles
4. Written down in the Bible for our service to God.
B. We Can Expect:

1. Full Punishment by the Authority of Christ for:

a. Living in a way which we have no authority for in the Bible.

2. Full Salvation through Obedience to the Word by the Authority of Christ.

a. Which includes: 

· Believing in the Word - Acts 16:31

· Repenting of our worldly practices - Acts 17:30

· Confessing the Lordship of Christ - Rom. 10:9

· Being Baptized for the forgiveness of our Sins - Acts 22:16

· Living Faithfully according to the Authority of Christ - Rom. 6:16

