1) “Know What God Expects From Worship” - Attitude
· Introduction: Ex. Gravestone Poem.  2 Ways after death – Two ways to Worship – Right/Wrong
Very Critical – Remember Cain/ Able, Nadab/Abihu, Israel – meaningless worship.

· John 4:24 – “God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in Spirit and truth.”
· When we worship according to the truth, we are worshipping with the right action.

· When we worship according to spirit, we are worshipping with the right attitude.

· Let's talk about the attitude God expects in worship.
What are Blessings if we have the proper attitude in Worship?
2) Personal Growth – joy of fellowship/obedience, faith, teach, benchmark, guideance, service
3) Improved relationship with God – Obedience pleases, trust, understanding, knowledge, couples
4) Strengthening of Church – Encouragement by fellowship, young, old, new, mature, Example
5) Attracts Non Christians to Christ – Loving atmosphere, Family, Godly, Opportunity
· We cannot expect the blessings of worship without the proper attitude in worship.
Body: To worship God with the proper attitude, we must ask 3 Q’s: 1) Why am I here?  2) What happens if my attitude isn’t right?  3) How can I improve my attitude?
I. Why am I Here? This is the question of purpose.
A. Many purposes one could be in the building.

1) Mom and Dad made me come.

2) To feel good about myself.

3) To socialize. – teen classes

4) To be with family.

5) To be Around Solid Morals.

6) To hear a good speech.

· What should be our true purpose? To worship and Glorify God.  That is Right Attitude!
1) We worship because God is worthy of our worship.

· Why? His Power created: Created Man, Universe, Stars, Sun, gravity, wind, photosynthesis, rain, Soul, created all life crawling and walking – I AM – He is the Beginning and End – Alpha and Omega.

a. Psalm 18:3 says, "I will call upon the Lord who is worthy to be praised."
b. Revelation 4:11 says, "Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created."
Ex. Earthworm, bumble bee, spiders, ..... and slugs....  (great amusement melted w/salt)
c. 1 Chronicles 16:29 and Psalm 29:2 say, "Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name: worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness."

2) We worship because we love God.  

· Ex. Word, prophets, second chances for man, Son, Salvation, let’s me talk to Him, Supplies my needs.
a. When we love someone, we give them our full attention at the appropriate times. (Girlfriend)

b. Matthew 22:37 "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind." This at least includes worship.

3) Many other reasons to worship God.

a. He loves us. John 3:16
b. He is Holy. Psalm 99:5 

c. He is true. Jn. 3:33
d. He is just. I Jn. 1:9
e. He is good. Luke 18:19
f. He is faithful I Thess. 5:24

II.    What are the results of an improper attitude?     This is the question of Behavior.

· If we have poor behavior/attitude, we will personally have worthless worship.

1. Our worship will be no better than that of the Pharisees.   

· Jesus said concerning them, Matthew 15:9 - "In vain do you worship me." 
· Hebrews 11:6  - “[God rewards] those who diligently seek him”. –only occurs with Proper Attitude.
· If we have poor behavior/attitude, we will have Spiritual Sickness.

1. It will detract from our own spiritual growth. – Filled with junk food.

· 1 Peter 2:1, 2 " Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings, As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby:"

· If we have poor behavior/attitude, we will have a Poor influence. 

1. We will set a bad example for: Our children and new born Christians.

2. We will distract others who are trying to worship.

3. We will turn away visitors, looks like not serious about God's worship.

A. God sees us!  Cannot talk, write notes, play around, or goof off during worship. 

1. GOD KNOWS WHAT YOU ARE DOING.

2. Everyone else knows too, whether you think they do or not.

3. You are the one who is being deceived when you have this kind of attitude during worship.

Remember: 
Galatians 6:7, 8 "Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.”

III. How Can I Improve my Attitude in Worship? This is the question of Focus (On God)
Some questions on overall Worship    (Expand)

1. When the worship is completed, do we really understand what we have done? 

2. Are we focusing upon the leaders of worship or the message?

3. Do our own thoughts reflect what is going on in the worship?

A. Bible Study (sermon) – How Can we improve our Focus? And Thus Attitude?

Perhaps most tempted to let our minds wander at this time.

· Psalm 1:2 "But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night."

· Romans 7:22 "For I delight in the law of God after the inward man:"

· Psalm 119:11 says, "Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee."

· Col.3:16 says "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom."

Ans.   We need to delight in the Word.  How do we let it dwell within us?

1. Read Before, After.

2. Follow Along, 

3. Be intent, 

4. We can’t hear God with Fingers in our ears. – Need Open Hearts.

1. Prayer - How Can we improve our Focus? And Thus Attitude?

2. Pray and Believe – Don’t say it if you don’t believe it.
· Mark 11:24 "Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them."
3. Not Just mouth noise, but heart (spirit).  You are having a conversation with God.
4. Pray w/ Understanding  - Think about – not rehearsed, like “Lord’s prayer”.
· 1 Cor. 14:15 - “I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding”.
5. Heads Down!

B. Singing – How Can we improve our Focus? And Thus Attitude?

1. SING!  

· Eph 5:19 "making melody in your heart to the Lord."

· Col.3:16 "singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord."
2. Not Just mouth noise, but heart melody (spirit).  Realize you are praising God!
3. Sing w/ Understanding  

· 1 Cor.14:15 "I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also."
· Psalm 47:4 "For God is the King of all the earth: sing ye praises with understanding."
4. Heads Up! – Don’t hide like Adam and Eve – No shame!
C. Giving - How Can we improve our Focus? And Thus Attitude?

1. Remember, you have been entrusted to spread the gospel.  (reaping souls)
· 2 Corinthians 9:6, 7 "But this I say, He which soweth sparingly – reap sparingly”. . ." bountifully”
2. Remember there are those in Physical and Spiritual Need.   

· 2 Corinthians 8:5 "And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God."
3. God will take care of you (Mt. 6), you are giving back what is His.

D. Lord Supper - How Can we improve our Focus?  And Thus Attitude?
· 1 Corinthians 11:23-28 

Ans. Be Prepared, Be organized!  Pts. 1-7.  1-Lord; 2-Thieves; 3-Crosses; 4-Parts of Garment; 5-Wounds; 6-Hours of Suffering; 7-Sayings on Cross.

1. Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. Luke 23:34, 

2. Verily I say unto thee, to day shalt thou be with me in Paradise.  Luke 23:43 

3. Woman, behold thy son.  Behold thy mother.  John 19:26

4. Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani.  Matt. 27:46 or Mark 15:34

5. I thirst.  John 19:28, 

· It is finished.  John 19:30; 

6. Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit.  Luke 23:46.
· Conclusion:
A. In order to worship God properly, we must have the right:

1. Purpose

2. Focus

3. Behavior 

B. If this is the case, then we will have:

1. Personal Growth

2. Enhanced relationship with God

3. Strengthening of the Body or Church

4. Attracts Non Christians to Christ 

