Attendance of Services
I Introduction
A   A little old man was seen walking to the gospel meeting. He was deaf, so he could not hear a word of the sermon or the beauty of the prayer, or the hymns sung by the congregation. 
   A woman asked, "Why do you spend your time in Church when you can't hear a word?" 
   He replied, "I want my neighbors to know which side I'm on!"
· I am glad to see which side everyone is on.
B First of three lessons focusing on the Faithful Living Portion of the Plan of Salvation

1 Faithful living, by definition must be by what we have heard from the Word.

a Authority must be at the heart of all we do.

C First lesson is “Attendance of Services” or “Taking Part in Christian Assembly”
1 In 2008, sermon on “Retaining our Youth” recall Key Data:
a In a variety of studies 69-94% of youth failed to assemble following H.S. Graduation
b Conservative congregations (ones with traditional teaching) did a much better job of retaining youth.
· The key factor in retention was teaching.  “We must teach to reach!”  “Train to Retain!”
(i) The purpose of the Church.
(ii) Understanding of all scripture.
(iii) The relationship of one disciple to another.
(iv) The demands of discipleship.
2 Teaching is also directly related to attendance for all age levels.
a It gives us the authority to know how often we should attend Christian assemblies.
· Therefore, we will engage in living faithfully. 
3 Faithful living as it pertains to any scriptural directive requires a good example.
a Consider Paul’s words to Timothy:
· I Timothy 4:11-13 – Reading, Exhortation, and teaching – Context is assembly
b Attendance encompasses all of the aspects mentioned by Paul and one must be faithful to them.
· Faithfulness is adherence to intended design.
(i) Is a gun faithful if it does not fire every 3 or 4 times?
(ii) Is a car faithful if it starts 2 out of 3 times?
· Christians should warmly adhere and be faithful to their intended design for attendance.
(i) The question is:  What is our design for attendance in the Christian Assembly?
II History of the Christian Assembly

A First Day of the Week or as some historically put it “The eighth day”
1 History

a Luke 22:19 – “remembrance”, Acts 20:7; I Corinthians 11:20, I Corinthians 16:2, Rev. 1:10
b Ignatius, Irenaeus, Tertullian, Origen, Justin Martyr, Clement and others noted assembly and some noted partaking of Lord’s Supper at that time.
2 Duration/Time – morning or night brief or lengthy – (Acts 20:7) – They wanted to hear Paul.
B 2nd Meeting First Day

1 History

a Early writings of Pliny the younger (112 A.D.) suggest 2nd evening gatherings to share meals.

b Church of England held afternoon services at least as far back as 1600.

c Puritans when they came to America in 1600’s held 2nd services.  (Frowned on other Churches perceived lack of piety)
d With the advent of the gas lamps Churches in England began evening meetings in the 1700’s, America 1800’s.

e As America grew, the arrival of circuit preacher’s often additional Sunday services.
f WWII with the 24 7 work schedules initiated many second evening assemblies.

g Second services in America increased through to the 1940’s at which point they began to decline.
· Modern day replacement attempt is small group or life group studies.

2 Second services were typically times of study or prayer rather than preaching.

3 Durations varied and some met three times throughout the day.

C Midweek Christian Assembly

1 History

a Acts 2:46, Acts 5:42
b Food – Persecutions or other times of need
c Medieval ages – Vespers for Monks – evening and morning prayers each day.
d John Calvin held midweek meetings – 1500’s
e D.L. Moody and others held mid week prayer meetings and preaching assemblies.
f Circuit preachers and Tent meetings brought about many midweek meetings.
g WWII brought about many midweek assemblies by women whose husbands were off to war.
2 Midweek and Second Sunday Services have been on the decline for decades in most places due to poor attendance.
D Authorized Mandatory Times of Assembly

1 First Day of the Week

a At this time Lord’s supper which was commanded was observed.

· Also “giving” which was commanded upon first day of week observed.

· Other acts of worship took place – Singing, praying, Teaching and reception of God’s Word.

2 We have example of other times of Christian Assembly, but their authority is general, not specific.
III Reasons Additional Christian Assembly Developed
A Necessity

1 Different Language services
2 Meals

3 Circuit preacher may be only time gospel heard in weeks or months.

B Social

1 To have activity – (Certainly a greater pull in times past when fewer social activities existed)
2 Alternative Christian Activity
a Many families first come to bring children to a moral or safe activity

C Spiritual

1 Hebrews 10:25

a Context: 

· (Vs. 1-21) - The perfection of the sacrifice of Christ covering the sins of the Church 
· (Vs. 22-25) – Conviction of the saints

(i) Firmly following the gospel of Christ (Romans 1:16) – Power of salvation
(ii) Encourage  one another to love (I Jn. 4:8-11) and to engage in good works (Eph. 2:10)

(iii)  Not forsaking assembling together, but exhorting.
· Forsaking – Totally abandon, desert, or leave helpless.

· Exhorting is to teach, strengthen, comfort, and encourage

b Answer why Christians were to assemble together

· (Vs. 26-39) – To keep them from returning to sinful actions (themselves and others)
(i) Ultimately, resulting in punishment by God.

· Note:  No specification about any specific time or frequency to assemble

(i) Simply urgency about surrounding oneself with Christians to keep from sin.
· Thus, by necessary inference assembling with one another should not be exception.

· The world should and will identify us by our company.

· We will mirror that by which we surround ourselves.

c Statistically, the fewer ties to Christian interaction, the lower the retention rates are.

· 2 Corinthians 6:14-18
d Anecdotally, from my experience and other preachers, individuals and families we see struggle the most with sin and their faith are those whose interaction with other Christians is low.
2 Biblical Instruction of the Christian
a Youth and Adults
· Colossians 3:16 - "Let the Word of Christ dwell in you as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom." 
· 2 Peter 1:2-4 - Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord, According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.

3 Evangelism – Introduction of non-Christians to the Gospel
a Peter and men with him Assembled before Cornelius to share the Gospel in Acts 10.

IV Mechanics of Christian Assemblies beyond a Single Sunday Gathering
A It starts with the Sunday gathering
1 Some are interested in extra study time – Why not Sunday night at my house?

a Can I bring a friend?

b Can I come too?  (Wooo!  Let’s meet at the building there are so many of us!)

c Can we meet Thursday?

d More Studies at home…

B The catalyst is the same as the first century (  Thirst for the Word of God and Fellowship
V Why Do People Not Attend Christian Assemblies?
A Reasons

1 Busy – As in all cases - Every Christian has first responsibility to gather on Sunday… 

a However, work and schedules will pull away from some assemblies
2 Family Time

a Second they have responsibility for family
· Sometimes that means that other assemblies they are not going to be able to be there.
3 Illness - Rest
4 Age – Infants and Seniors

5 Evangelistic opportunity – Wed night… met someone before services and stayed to share word.
6 Worldly Attraction
7 Host of others…
VI Is it Sinful to Miss Christian Assembly?

A Sunday Assembly 
1 As mentioned this is the responsibility of Christians and to willingly disobey Christ’s command is sinful.

a However, there will be times as mentioned when such is certainly not the case as in illness.

B Additional Assemblies – Sunday Evening, Mid-week, Bible Classes, Private gatherings to study or be social, Is Missing these Sinful?
1 Scripture exhorts and gives authority for such gatherings, but not all will be made.

a Continual absence from such gatherings may likely be cause for concern.

· The duty of Christians is to encourage, comfort, teach, and guard themselves….

· Scripture commands that Assembling of the Saints be not forsook.

· However, if an individual is approached in regard to such a matter when the reason for absence is not known, it should be done with curiosity or loving concern, not condemnation.

2 Ultimately, God knows the hearts of the individual and whether or not He is forsaking the Assembly.
a Psa 44:20-21 - If we have forgotten the name of our God, Or spread forth our hands to a strange god; Will not God search this out? For he knoweth the secrets of the heart.
b Psa 139:23  - Search me, O God, and know my heart: Try me, and know my thoughts;
c Act 1:24  - And they prayed, and said, Thou, Lord, who knowest the hearts of all men,…
d 1Corinthians 4:4  For I know nothing by myself; yet am I not hereby justified: but he that judgeth me is the Lord.
VII Can an Eldership Make Additional Assemblies Binding (Mandatory)?

A Hebrews 13:17 is Often Referenced in Regard to this Question
1 The apostles were subject to only what God had ordained.

a Mat. 16:19, John 20:23
2 An eldership is certainly concerned with the spiritual welfare of the congregation.

a As all men they are bound to scripture

b As shepherds of the Church, they do have authority in regard to expediency

· Thus, they may suggest or provide additional opportunities for Christian Assembly

(i) They do so to aid the Christian or community

· This is much the same way as a Father who is over the family may purchase a dishwasher.

(i) The dishwasher is an expediency that would certainly aid the family.

· Not binding that it has to be used, but very helpful.

B There May Come A Time When An Eldership Believes It to Be Expedient to Cancel an Assembly

1 In Cody, Wyoming, while I was there the elders cancelled Sunday Evening Services in the Winter.

a They instead increased the amount of time for the  morning service.

b The next year they moved the evening service to the afternoon.

c In all cases, they made the decision with authority and based on expediency.

2 Cancellation Even of Sunday Assemblies may be necessary when expedient.

a If a blizzard is hitting an area, certainly the eldership has a responsibility for the safety of its flock.
3 Cancellation of Assemblies may be the case also in circumstances where assembly is so poor that it demoralizes the congregation or sets a bad example to visitors or community.

VIII Closing

A Attendance is an Aspect of Living Faithfully

B Christian Assembly on the First Day of the Week  is Commanded by God

C Additional Christian Assemblies are Seen in Scripture and are Encouraged

1 Christians are commanded not to forsake Assembling

2 However, there are times when they will not be able to make these assemblies

D In all circumstances, the membership has a personal, community, and congregational responsibility to assemble, but ultimately, expediency will play a role.
Ephesians 5:15-17

