Ancient Problems That Characterize Our Nation Today

I. Introduction

A. Ecclesiastes 1:9-10 - The more things change; the more they stay the same

B. In Jeremiah 6:9-15, at least four problems of the people of Judah are dealt with.

C. Consider how descriptive these are of our own nation today.

II. Discussion

A. Outwardly Religious, But With No True Delight In God’s Word

1. The people of Judah worshipped outwardly in the temple, the sacrifices, and the law.

2. Their hearts did not match the outward show of religion.

a. Jeremiah 6:10

b. For all their show of religion, they had no real love for what God was saying to them.

3. Our nation today is outwardly religious – but there is little genuine regard for God or his word.

a. Many Denominations - Put on a big show, but that does not make them religious. 

b. Members of Christ Church, must differentiate themselves by living the life of Christians.

· Ex. Joyfulness, Involvement, Knowledge of Scripture, No Compromising!  Do not hesitate to guide younger families or brothers set in their ways.  Endurance!  God’s Word must Stand!

4. Jesus warned about making a show of religion without the substance 

a. Matthew 13:13-15  - 

b. Matthew 15:7-9 

5. Hypocrites – They keep us from church. Ex. They kept me from Church!
Business is full of hypocrites, we don’t stop making money.  Society hypocrites, don’t become hermits, married life hypocrites, doesn’t stop from marrying, Hell full of hypocrites, doesn’t make us do right.

· Heaven is only place with no hypocrites, so we should focus on doing right.

Ex. Hog farmer – Religious enough – Wouldn’t attend – Named hypocrites – Preacher wanted to buy runt pig –Farmer argues – Preacher buys runt – “Going to Drive around the area telling folks this is the kind of  pigs you raise.  A runt doesn’t ruin whole stock - Stunted spirituality doesn’t characterize church.

· Do we delight in the word - Sports nuts - Excitement, Noise, Teamwork, Special Moments.

B. Driven By Greed – Ex. Families, Aged (with their time), young people, Congressman.
1. The people to whom Jeremiah preached were a covetous people. 

a. God said, Jeremiah 6:13 – “Everyone is given to covetousness”.
b. Consider also Jeremiah 22:17
· They had no time for Jeremiah, they were worried about themselves.

2. In Jeremiah’s day and in Jesus day, greed was among the people.

a. Luke 12:13-21

b. The six “I” fool had his value system out of whack

Ex. A neighbor of Abraham Lincoln was walking by Lincoln’s house and observed two sons loudly Crying.  Asked why?  “Same problem with the whole world.  I have three walnuts, they each want two.”

3. We do not need a prophet today to tell us that greed is wrong.

a. 1 Timothy 6:9-10

b. The “love of money” - covetousness - is a major cause of trouble in our day 

Shamelessly Proud Of Sin – Ex. MTV, NBC (Homosexuality), Magazine Stands, Clothing Industry, Music Industry.  Teens and their music list, not abnormal teens, normal.  Have to “Experience life”.
1. God stated, Jeremiah 6:15 – “Not at all ashamed, neither could they blush”.
2. Through repeated sin, we can harden our consciences to the point where they feel no guilt - we lose our sense of shame. Be Proud of Your Innocence, Don’t fit in.  Ex. Pinoccio!  Became a donkey.
a. When we give ourselves over to sin, we eventually get to the point where we are “past feeling” - Ephesians 4:17-19 – Don’t walk as those without God walk.

b. 1 Timothy 4:1-2 – Conscience was seared – It was burnt numb.
3. The time of Jesus was the same as that of Jeremiah. 

a. Romans 1:28-32 – The people knew the laws, but ignored them and enjoyed the sin.
b. Philippians 3:18-19 – The people were following the world. 

4. It is a very dangerous thing to lose our sense of shame.

a. Without shame, there is no repentance. (Be happy for repentance! Not glad of shame.)

b. We don’t want to rob ourselves of shame.

c. 2 Corinthians 7:10 – “Godly Sorrow worketh repentance”.
C. Soothed By The Comfort Of False Teachers

1. Spiritual conditions in Jeremiah’s day were bad.  False teachers further lulled them into a false sense of security. 

2. God said, Jeremiah 6:13-14 – The prophets proclaimed peace – “All is well”.
3. Warnings of God’s judgment have never been popular - but they are needed. 

a. Isaiah 30:9-10

b. The work of the “watchman” is a serious responsibility. 

1) Ezekiel 33:1-11

2) Will we blow the trumpet? 

4. Organized Efforts Against God’s Will

a. Liberal groups removing religious freedoms from the public eye.

b. Public schools encouraging:

· Evolution

· Situational Ethics

· Homogenous Moral Sets in Regard to Sexuality

Yes – The education Industry is a False Teacher.  There are some solid people in it, but they have no control.

5. The crowd-pleasing teachers of today make people feel good in their present condition.

a. Many do not want to be disturbed.

1) They like being lied to

2) Many ignorantly swallow what ever they are fed 

b. 2 Timothy 4:3-4 

6. When spiritual conditions are such that people need to be warned, it is a serious mistake either to preach or to listen to preaching that says, “Peace, peace!” It’s ok, they will grow out of it.

7. Commercialism, public schools, and the adult image industry have done this are False Teachers and our job is to be vocal watchmen to society.

Conclusion

A. It Is Foolish To Fail To Learn From The Past.

B. Especially Is This So With Regard To Bible History. 

1. Romans 15:4  - For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that through patience and through comfort of the scriptures we might have hope.
2. 1 Corinthians 10:11 - Now these things happened unto them by way of example; and they were written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages are come.
C. What Can We Learn From The Sins Of Judah In Jeremiah’s Day?

1. Outward motions of worshiping God don’t cut it — we must love God and His word. 

2. We must serve God and not World. 

3. We must preserve our conscience.  Be Pure!  Keep others Pure!

4. We must want to be taught the truth — even when it calls for our correction. 

D. The Corrective In Jeremiah’s Day Is The Same In Ours. 

1. God’s judgment upon sin cannot be turned aside without a genuine change of heart. 

2. Jer 6:16 - Thus saith Jehovah, Stand ye in the ways and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way; and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls: but they said, We will not walk therein.
