Amos

I. Introduction

A. History/Background

1. Elijah / Elisha

2. Jonah in 785 BC

3. 751 BC - Hosea / Amos 

4. 745-695 BC - Micah / Isaiah - Captivity of Israel by Assyria – 721 BC 

5. 630 BC – Nahum - 606 BC – Ninevah Falls - 586 BC - Fall of Jerusalem by Babylon - 

6. 520 BC - Haggai – Rebuilding of Temple

7. 457 BC - Ezra 

8. 444 BC - Nehemia– Building of the Wall

B. Amos

1. Amos was a prophet of Judah (Southern Kingdom). 2 Kings 14:17-15:16 and 2 Chron. 26. 

2. During Reign of Uzziah (king of Judah)

3. Jeroboam II (King of Israel)
4. Home Tekoa 5 Miles from Bethlehem, 10 Miles south of Jerusalem.

5. He prophecied in Bethel (Religious center of Israel – 12 mi north of Jerusalem)

a. Amos 7:13 – (Verification he preached to Northern 10 Tribes)

6. He prophecied throughout this book of the captivity which came within 30 years.

II. Amos 1 – Judgement on the Nations
A. Read Verses 1-2 - Great earthquake prophecied, is believed to be the same from Zech. 14:5 (170 yrs later). It was evidently quite large and demonstrates the true words of the prophet Amos.

B. God Is a Lion in Heaven! And he is Roaring!

1. Verses 3-10 - Judgement prophecied Against Syria, Philistia, and Tyre. All gentiles. (3,6,9)
2. Verses 11-15 – (Those who are related to Israel) - Judgement against Edom (Esau), Ammon (Lot), Moab (Lot) (see chapter 2). These three peoples were all related to Israel. (11,13,2:1)
III. Amos 2 – Judgement on Israel and Judah
A. Verses 1-3 - Moab prophecied to be judged for its crimes against God.
B. Now comes the judgement against Judah and Israel
1. Verses 4-5 - Judah was to be judged because of their rejection of the law of the Lord.

2. Verses 6-8 - Israel was being judged for its greed, lack of compassion, and immorality.

a. Note: God was judging Jew and Gentile. God is Lord over all and none was exempt.

C. Verses 9-16 - Referencing the nation of Israel (Ephraim and Judah), Amos prophecies that both prophets and Nazirites (Num 6) - men who were dedicated to God - were not heeded and they were corrupted. This despite the Lord’s deliverances. Therefore, God would punish them.

IV. Chapter 3 – God’s Laws and Judgements are not Surprises.
A. Read Verses 1-8 

1. A series of questions is asked here. The results of his actions are logical.
2. Point:  God is not springing unknown traps upon the nation of Israel. He has stated His words to the prophets. The prophets have declared them to the people. They should be serving!

a. The Lion of God has Roared, thus, “Fear God and keep his commandments” - Eccl. 12:13.

B. Verses 9-15 Israel to be destroyed -“They do not know how to do what is right”.  Few would be left.

C. Summary: Chp 1 – Judgement on Nations; Chp 2 – Judgement on Judah/Israel; Chp. 3 – God’s Laws and Judgments are not surprises.
V. Amos 4 – God has Tried to Discipline the People to Repentance
A. Vs. 1-3 – Nobleman’s wives
1. Pushed their husbands to oppress the people and serve them as they pleased. 

a. Amos declares they will be hauled away with hooks into their flesh.

B. Read Vs. 4-5 – Continue in Your Sin! (sarcasm)
1. They loved the appearance of righteousness and service, not God.

C. Summarize Vs. 6-11 – Read 12. – I have tried to discipline you to change!  

1. God punished the people with drought, famine, pestilence, and sword, yet the people would not leave their wickedness. Therefore, God was prepared to unleash Assyria upon them and have them drug off into captivity. - Heb. 12:9-11
VI. Amos 5  - God Sees all.  Seek Him.  Worship in Spirit and Truth.
A. Verses 1-3 - Amos takes up a dirge - a funeral song. 

B. Verses 4-7 - Phrase repeated in part throughout this chapter:
1. “Seek Me that you may live”

a. From the time of sinful Israel, to our time of sinful men, we must seek God so that we may live. 

b. Here is the hope we have:

c. Mat 7:7 Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you:

C. Read Verses 8-13 – God Is all powerful and sees all the evil of men.

D. Verses 14-15 - A simple statement summing up service to God?
1. Hate evil, love good.

a. John 14:15 - comes to answer this theme. 

b. If the people would just follow the simple command, then God would care for the remnant.

E. Read Verse 18-20 

1. Those who claimed they were waiting the day of the Lord, would be disappointed. 

2. For they were not prepared. Just being the physical Israel, would not free them from their sins. Just Attending on Sundays…
F. Verse 21-27 - The offerings to God were not from the heart. Their worship was vain worship. 

1. They carried Idols with them and failed to serve God. Thus, to captivity.
In all 5 Chapters, we see God’s Judgement and concern for the people.

VII. Amos 6  - Be Humble, not Arrogant.  God has blessed you! – (vs. Christians today)
A. Verses 1-7 - Amos focuses on those who are at ease in Israel. 

1. They saw that other kingdoms of lesser ability were functioning well, so why should they worry. 

2. They themselves were living lives of luxury. They were arrogant and involved in sinful practices. 

3. Of course, they were ignoring those in need of Israel. Thus, they were condemned to be in exile.

B. Read Verses 8-11- Angry with the arrogance of Israel, 

1. God would see remnant in city after destruction would die. 

2. They would be afraid to mention God’s name for fear he would find them and exterminate them.

C. Read Verse 12 - Amos again asks the people questions which have obvious answers. 

1. The purpose is to demonstrate that they have done something monumentally stupid. 

a. They have taken the blessings of God and rejected them. 

b. They have rejoiced in nothingness (Lo-Debar). 

c. They have relished in their own perceived strength rather than that of God.
VIII. Amos 7 – Visions of Judgement
A. Verses 1-9 - This chapter starts out with three visions: 

1. The land being destroyed by locusts 

2. The land being destroyed by Fire 

3. The land being destroyed by the standard of the plumbline 

B. In regard to the first two visions, it is very likely that they apply to disasters that God was bringing upon the people. Not necessarily literal, locusts and fire, but judgement in some fashion. 

1. Amos called to God that they not occur. 

2. These disasters were averted. 

3. Yet, remember Ez. 14:14,20. It is not individual men who deliver a nation. 

C. The third vision that came to Amos was that of God standing with a plumbline. 

1. This vision was such that God was going to Judge the nation according to his standard. 

2. That standard given was the law at the time. 

3. The people were not following the law, nor were they following with their hearts. 

4. If it does not meet standard of plumbline (Spirit and Truth), it is destroyed.

D. Verses 10-13- Amaziah (False priest of Bethel) tells king of Amos words and tells Amos to take a hike.  

E. Read Verses 14-17 - Amos prophecies against Amaziah.
1. Not a professional prophet

IX. Chapter 8 -  Messianic Prophecy
A. Verses1-3  - Here is a fourth vision given to Amos. 

1. That vision was of a basket of summer fruit. The fruit was ripe. The end of the season had come. 

2. The harvest time was at hand. God was about to judge the people of Israel.

B. Read Verses 4-6
1. The leaders of Israel were taking advantage of the people. 

2. They hated new moons (sacrifices and ceasing from labor) and sabbaths interupted their dealings. 

C. READ - Verses 7-10 - Messianic Prophecy
1. Verse 7 - This states that the Lord will never forget their deeds.  If he would not forget them what was needed? A sacrifice which would atone for the deeds. This sacrifice would be Jesus Christ - His crucifixion. 

D. Mat. 27:51- ground quaked, sun went down at noon, when Christ was given up for the world’s sins. 

1. It was indeed the end of a season – The season of a Physical Israel.

2. It was time for a new covenant and a new era - The Christian Dispensation.

E. Verses 11-14 - Amos again focuses on the time frame he was in. 

1. Days coming when people would be hungry for word from Lord. But words would not be there. 

2. They would worship the pagan altars in Dan and Bethel, but for this they would perish. 

3. These discussions are pre-Christ. They are during a time frame when the altars still existed. 

4. People would be under the stress from the famine and the enemy. Yet, while they proclaimed a desire to hear God’s words, all they wanted to hear was “Peace, Peace”. 

5. Remember Saul in I Sam. 28:6. He sought God, but God would not answer. His heart was not right. 

6. The same situation would exist in Israel. The people’s hearts were to hardened to hear.

X. Chapter 9 - Hope
A. Verses 1-4 - wherever the people of Israel go, he will find them and punish them.
B. Verses 5-10 - A Remnant
1. God is Lord over the earth and he is no respector of persons. 
2. Israel was no more special to Him than any other. They were sinners such as other nations. 
3. God is faithful, however, to His own - those faithful to him - spiritual remnant of all nations. 
4. These would be the kernels kept in the sieve (vs. 9) The sinners, they would be destroyed.

C. Read Verses 11-15
1. The view is not of physical Israel, but of the faithful servants of all nations, Jew and Gentile. 

2. Jesus Christ will be raised as ruler of all. His kingdom being established upon his ascension. 

3. This has occured today in the Christian Dispensation. 

4. (13) The blessings will be abundant!  Those preparing the crops would run into those still harvesting from the current crops.  If flowing from the mountains, they would cover the hills.  

5. (14). We are free from the captivity of sin 

6. Christians will always have their homeland in the church. 

a. 2Pe 1:10 - Wherefore, brethren, give the more diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never stumble: for thus shall be richly supplied unto you the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

7. (15) The kingdom or land, would never be altered. 

XI. Conclusion: 

A. Through the words of Amos, we see that all wickedness will be punished.  Those who claim to be in God such as the example we have in Judah and Israel, but were not living up to God’s standard, will be punished.  

B. God called those people to change.  He gave them many opportunities.  He disciplined them in hopes of their return.  Yet, the refused. We know that Israel/Judah were an example for us.  If we choose to ignore the Will of God, we will face eternal punishement.  
C. Amos points out that there is an everlasting Kingdom.  This everlasting kingdom is for all those will choose service to God.  

