Acts Chapter 1 and Introduction

I) Introduction

A) Author: Luke (Beloved Physician – Col. 4:14) – By Tradition, a Gentile.
B) Date written: Paul still alive as prisoner in Rome – Thus, earliest 64 AD. (Covered 30 A.D to 64 A.D.)
C) Location Written:  Acts 28:16 – Luke potentially in Rome.

D) Audience: Theophilus

E) Purpose: Luke 1:1-4
F) Content:  30+ years of the history of the beginning of the church.
1) However, it does not focus on most of the apostles.  

(a) There is no reference to where they are, what they encountered, etc.

(b) Predominant coverage of Peter and Paul

· Peter brought Gospel to Jews and gentiles 

2) Acts shows the excitement and dedication of the early Church.

3) It shows the Word’s explosive growth and ability to found in every place.

(a) The World was Conquered by the gospel. – No wars, no battles, no great armies, yet the kingdom took over.

4) Acts is a record of the Holy Spirit’s work, as much as the Gospel is a record of Christ.

(a) Franklin Camp Notes the Work of the Holy Spirit in Acts
· The Holy Spirit took the mind of God and made it known to man.

· The Holy Spirit took the mind of God and gave it to man unmixed with error.

· The Holy Spirit confirmed [the proclamation of the] truth as divine revelation.
II) Acts Chapter 1 
A) Acts 1:1-3
1) Vs. 1 - What was the first account? Luke – He indeed covered Jesus life up to ascension.

2) “began” 
(a) Salvation had been announced.  
(b) The call to repentance had been given.  
(c) The sacrifice has been accomplished.

(d) Yet…  now the gospel had to be spread to all mankind.

3) Vs. 2 - What orders were given by the Holy Spirit through Jesus? (Jn. 3:31-35 – had the spirit)

(a) Luke24:49 – Stay in city until clothed with power.

(b) Mark 16:15 – Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.
(c) Matthew 28:18-20 – Go, Make disciples of all nations, baptize them in the name of the father, son, and holy Spirit.
· Teach them to observe all that has been commanded.

4) Vs. 3 - Christ made the apostles witnesses to his life after death.

(a) What convincing proofs did he provide?

· His ability to vanish – Luke 24:31
· Touching his hands, feet, sides – Luke 24:39, John 20:27
· Fish on right side of boat – John 21:6
B) Acts 1:4-5 – The promise of the Spirit
1) Types of baptism

(a) John’s baptism in water for the Jews for remission of sins (Mar.  1:4)
(b) Water baptism for all mankind commanded and practiced after Christ’s resurrection. (Acts 2:38)
(c) Baptism by fire – judgment unto all the wicked at the end of time. (Mat. 3:11, 2 Pet. 3:7)
(d) Baptism of the Holy Spirit – Acts 2 – Acts 10
2) The Holy Spirit Baptism

(a) This something only Jesus could command.  Matt. 3:11, Mk. 1:8, Lk. 3:16, Jn 1:33.  
· Accounts of the H.S. baptism are in Acts 2, Acts 10:44-48, Acts 11: 15-16.  
(b) Note: The H.S. Baptism was not the ability to perform miracles! 

· That had already been shared by Jesus with the Apostles and others (Luke 10:1-20). 

(c) Note: The Holy Spirit baptism was characterized by the speaking of tongues.

3) The purpose of the Holy Spirit Baptism was to:  
(a) Confirm the Apostles as the Chosen of God.

(b) Guide the apostles into all truth -Jn. 14:26; 16:13, 

· Qualified them for the work.

(c) Enable the giving of gifts to men 

· Make the H.S. available to all flesh - Joel 2:28-32, Acts 2:16-18, Mk. 1:1-8, Lk. 3:16.  
(d) On Cornelius household to establish Gospel was for Jew and Gentile.
· These were the “like” or similar gift in that the physical manifestations were the same.
4) Note: It ceased by the writing of Ephesians by Paul – Eph. 4:5

C) Acts 1:6-8 – The Apostles False Belief.
1) Vs. 6 - They were looking for a physical kingdom with a physical king.
(a) God never desired this for his faithful – I Sam. 8:7
2) Vs. 7-8 - Christ does not rebuke them for their false belief. [“Epochs” – Seasons]

(a) He simply states the Father has set the time of the establishment of the kingdom

· He then gives them a description of that time when he again promises the Holy Spirit.

· And he gives them a description of their duties in the kingdom.

(b) They would understand everything in 10 days.

3) Vs. 8 – The latter part of this verse describes the direction of the book of Acts.
(a) It begins locally and extends throughout the world.

D) Acts 1:9-12 – The Ascension of Christ
1) This now begins where Luke finished in Luke 24:50-53 (Mk. 16:19-20)

2) The most critical point from these verses is that he ascended in the clouds and therefore…

(a) He will return in the clouds – This is validated by a great number of scriptures.
E) Acts 1:13-14 – Continued Devotion of the Disciples of Christ

1) Luke 24:50 says they were “as far as Bethany” which was 15 furlongs – A double sabbath’s day journey from Jerusalem.
(a) Mt. of Olives was 5 Furlongs distance and ran toward Bethany.

· Vs. 12 says they were a sabbath’s day Journey.

(b) Contradiction?  According to Adam Clarke - No.

· The first section of the mount of olives is referred to as Bethpage.

· It meets a second section called Bethany.

· Where they meet is far from the city.

· This would be where Jesus ascended.

· It would be a Sabbath’s day journey from Jerusalem.

2) Vs. 13 - Coffman points out that the name Simon the Zealot does not mean that Simon was a militant.
(a) In fact, he points out that that term is Cananean in Hebrew, but written in Greek is Zealot.

3) Vs. 14 – The last time Mary is mentioned in the Bible.

F) Acts 1:15-20 – The situation regarding Judas
1) Vs. 16 - How did Peter know these things in regard to the Old Testament? - Luke 24:44-49, Jn 20:22
(a) What scripture identifies this situation? Ps. 41:4-10
2) Vs. 17 – Judas was not just an add on to fulfill prophecy, he had a real commission of God.
3) Vs. 18-19 – Luke’s Words – Contradictory Scripture?
(a) First issue is the purchase of the field

· Our text says Judas “acquired a field with the price of his wickedness”

· Examine Mat. 27:1-10 – Priests purchase the field as a burial place for strangers.

· Judas provided the money for the purchase to the priests who purchased.

· Ex. Coffman: This is exactly like a benefactor of a university purchasing a building.
· Zech. 11:12-13 – Prophecy in regard to the 30 silver pieces and the potter’s field.

(b) Second in regard to Judas death
· Mat. 27:5 says he hung himself.
· Our text says he fell headlong and burst open in the middle and all his bowels fell out.

· Are these contradictory statements?  Certainly not.

· He hung himself and at some point, then, after a period of time, he fell.

4) Vs. 20 – Another set of scriptures identify Judas in the Old Testament.
(a) Ps. 69:25
(b) Ps. 109:8
G) Acts 1:21-26 – Replacing Judas
1) Consider those that would claim themselves modern day apostles:
(a) In the time of the twelve the following was required:

· Be with him from John baptizer to his resurrection as a witness.
· Had to be one to which Jesus went in and out with.
· They had to be chosen by Him. – Vs. 24
· They had the ability to impart miraculous gifts.
2) Note also it was the betrayal of Christ which removed Judas as an apostle.

(a) When James was killed (Acts 12:2), he was not replaced.
3) The Apostles purpose was to spread the gospel.
(a) They proclaimed it and wrote it down.

(b) We have what they taught and anything taught in opposition is blasphemous.

· Gal. 1:6-10
(c) What they taught made them authorities upon the Church through His Word.
· Mat. 19:28, Luke 22:30

· This position never faded.
· References to the Church as the Spiritual Israel.

· Galatians 6:16; James 1:1; cf. Romans 2:28-30; Galatians 3:29

4) Drew lots
(a) Not mere chance.
(b) Their prayer was to God to Choose.
III) Closing

A) Book written which shows the work of the Holy Spirit in Conversion through the Holy Spirit

B) Book establishes how the gospel is proclaimed and confirmed.

C) Chapter Reiterates the promise of the Spirit

D) Chapter Reiterates how Christ will Return

E) Chapter How Judas was replaced.

