Acts 9
I Introduction

A Acts 1 – Christ’s ascension, details of return, promise of the spirit, replacement of Judas.

B Acts 2 – Baptism of Holy Spirit, First Sermon, First people added to Church
C Acts 3 – Healing of Lame Beggar, Peter’s Second sermon

D Acts 4 – Peter and John Arrested, threatened and released, Rejoice in Trial

E Acts 5 – Ananias and Saphira, Apostles Re-arrested, Gamaliel’s Advice, Apostles Released.

F Acts 6 – Choosing of 7 Men to Distribute to Widows, False Accusations Against Stephen

G Acts 7 – Stephen Demonstrates the Rejection of God’s Plan from Israel’s Beginning to Present.

H Acts 8 – Christians are Scattered by Saul, Phillip Preaches in Samaria, Peter and John are sent to Impart the Gift of the Holy Spirit, Ethiopian Eunuch is baptized.

II Acts 9 – Saul converted, Begins to Preach Christ, Peter Resurrects Dead Woman – Chp. 22, 26
A Vs. 1-9 – Jesus appears to Paul
1 Vs. 1 - “Threats and Murder” – Persecutor of the Church.

2 High Priest Had Authority – Paul wanted it for his actions
a Not happy just to run Christians out of Jerusalem

b He wanted to hunt them out

c Acts 22:3 – Paul was “zealous toward God”
3 Vs. 2 - Damascus had a large population of Jews.

a It was the capital city of Syria.

4 Vs. 3 – Light surrounded Paul (Chapter 26 establishes it actually encompassed whole group)
5 Vs. 4-6 – “persecuting me” – Was Jesus on the earth?  How could this statement be true?

a Colossians 1:24 – Christ’s body is the Church.

b I Corinthians 12:27 – Christians are called the body of Christ.
c Necessary Inferences:

· If an individual attacks Christians, he is attacking Christ.

· If an individual mocks the Church, he is mocking Christ.

· If an individual shames the Church, he is shaming Christ.

d Who art thou, Lord?

· “I am Jesus” – DO THIS

6 Vs. 7 – Reaction?

a Speechless

b Obedient
· Paul did not eat or drink – He was Impacted.

· Once emboldened, confident, powerful

· Now blind, helpless, humbled

B Vs. 10-19 – Paul Meets Ananias
1 Vs. 10-14 – Jesus’ command and Ananias’ answer
a Jesus knows what he wants.

· He wants to answer Saul’s prayer

· He wants to fulfill the vision given to Saul by Him.

b Ananias doesn’t like the sound of it.

· He objects

· He states what seem to be valid reasons
· When we do not want to do something, we can think of a great number of reasons.

(i) Consider:

· Men asked to speak

· Men asked to pray

· Men asked to visit

· Men asked to lead
2 Vs. 15-16 – Jesus does not change His mind.

a It is identified Saul will preach the word.
· He will do it to Jews and Gentiles

· He will suffer in the name of Christ.

3 Vs. 17-19a
a Ananias obeys and identifies he is from Jesus.

· He lays hands on Paul and tells him why he came.

· Paul regains his sight.

· Paul is baptized.
C Vs. 19b-31 – Paul’s Location Following His Conversion
1 The Bible is consistent and inspired.  However, many try to find “mistakes” or “contradictions” in the holy text.
a One area where this is the case, is that of Paul’s whereabouts following his conversion.  Important areas of text which cover this time frame are: Acts 9:17-30, Acts 11:19-30, Acts 15:1-4, Acts 22:16-21, Gal. 1:15-21, and Gal. 2:1.
b The items to be examined for contradiction/clarification are:
· Does the Bible contradict itself regarding where Paul went immediately following His conversion?
· Does the Bible contradict itself regarding how long Paul was away from Jerusalem?
2 Question One: Where did Paul go immediately following His conversion?
a Acts 9:18 - Paul was baptized.
b Acts 9:19 - states for several days he was in Damascus.
c Acts 9:20 - uses the word “Straightway” (immediately) he preached Jesus.
d Acts 9:22 - Paul was proving Jesus as Christ (From Scriptures?)
e Acts 9:23 - the Jews were plotting to do away with Paul.
f Acts 9:24 – Paul learns of Plot
g Acts 9:25 – Paul either shared this knowledge with disciples or they found out as well.
3 The next passage in this text, Acts 9:26, discusses “when” Paul had come to Jerusalem.  The assumption by many readers is that Paul immediately went to Jerusalem from Damascus.  Let’s now view text in Galatians concerning this matter.
a Gal. 1:15-16 – Paul is converted and does not consult with men (learn their understanding of the gospel).
b Gal. 1:17 - Paul did not go up to Jerusalem but to Arabia. Then after that back to Damascus.
c Gal. 1:18 – states it was three years following before Paul went to Jerusalem to get to know Peter.
d Gal. 1:21 – Paul went to Syria/Cilicia afterward which is the area of Tarsus.
4 The cries of “Biblical Contradiction” come at this point.  For was it not Acts 9:26 that said Paul went to Jerusalem following his conversion?  Well, no.  Actually, the passage said “when”.  That “when” could have been at any time.  According to Gal. 1:18 states that “when” was three years following Paul’s conversion.
a Let’s look at more text confirming Gal. 1.
b Acts 22:17 - talks about “when” Paul returned to Jerusalem (Thus his return would be the first time).
c Acts 22:18 – Paul is told in a vision by Jesus that he is to leave Jerusalem.
d Acts 22:21 – Paul is sent to the gentiles (Tarsus/Cilicia)
e Acts 9:26 – This is the same time as Acts 22:17 and Gal. 1:18.  The disciples were afraid of Paul.  
f Acts 9:30 – Paul is sent to Tarsus (Syria/Cilicia)
g Acts 11:25 – Barnabus goes up to Tarsus (Syria/Cilicia) and takes Paul to Antioch.
h Examining these verses, we have very clear Biblical reference as to where Paul Goes.
· No Contradiction exists.  We have two confirmations of Gal. 1 from Acts 22 and Acts 9 about where Paul goes following His conversion.  He teaches in Damascus and then goes to Arabia, then Damascus.  We know as soon as he visits Jerusalem that he ends up in (Syria/Cilicia)Tarsus.  We have clear documentation about his travels following that.  From Acts 11, he goes to Antioch, then a contribution to Jerusalem and back to Antioch.  Finally, he goes on his first missionary Journey.  Thus, he could not have went to Tarsus before he went to Arabia for three years.  That would definitely be a contradiction of scripture.  
5 Side Question: When did Paul receive the Holy Spirit?
a Acts 9:17 – Ananias said he was sent to enable Paul’s sight and Paul’s filling with the Holy Spirit.
b Gal. 1:12 – Paul received the Gospel from Christ directly.
c These are the only verses we have in regard to this topic.  These do not specify at what moment Paul received the miraculous gifts of the Holy Spirit.  My opinion, is it is likely Paul did receive gifts immediately after baptism.  We know he immediately started to preach Christ – Acts 9:20.  However, we do not see his first recorded miracle until Acts 13:11.
6 Question 2: Does the Bible contradict itself regarding how long Paul was away from Jerusalem?
a Gal. 1:17-18 – Following his trip to Arabia and 3 yr. return to Damascus, Paul goes to Jerusalem.
b Gal. 1:21 – “Then I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia”
c Gal. 2:1 – “Then after an interval of 14 years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabus.”
7 The focus of the passage of text in Galatians from Gal. 1:11- 2:21 is that Paul did not consult any supposed leaders of the Gospel to determine what he should teach.  He lists time frames in which he sought out or met the apostles as examples of his independence (yet unity) in the Gospel.  Noting in those time frames he was not looking for knowledge about the Gospel.  In Gal. 2:1, the text does not say he stayed away from Jerusalem for 14 years.  It merely mentions another time in which he went to Jerusalem seeking the apostles.
a Let’s look at a bit more text:
· Acts 9:26 – Paul came to Jerusalem (three years after return to Damascus)
· Acts 9:27 – Barnabus takes him to the apostles.
8 Side Question: What apostles?
a Gal. 1:19 – Paul meets “Apostles” Peter and James the Lord’s brother.
b Contradiction?  Many know that James the Lord’s brother was not one of the 12.  Why would they call him an apostle?  There is great discussion regarding this passage.  However, rather than dwell on it, there were others in the Bible referred to as apostles at times: Barnabus being one of them.  The word apostle means messenger or one set forth with orders.  Also it is used in reference to eminent Christian teachers. Thus, while in reference to the twelve in the Bible, it was not exclusive to them.
9 Now let us continue with our second question:
a Acts 9:30 – Paul is sent away to Tarsus.
· Note: This is in the region of Syria and Cilicia.  Exactly where our Gal. 1:21 text said he went after Jerusalem.
b Acts 11:25 – Barnabus is sent to Tarsus to look for Paul (having already been acquainted with him).
c Acts 11:26 – Barnabus brings Paul to Antioch.
d Acts 11:30 – Barnabus and Paul go to Judea (of which Jerusalem is a part)
e Acts 12:25 – Barnabus and Paul return from Jerusalem
f Acts 13:2 – Barnabus and Paul are sent on the first missionary journey by the Holy Spirit.
g Acts 14:26-27 – Paul and Barnabus return to Antioch.
h Acts 15:1-4 – Paul and Barnabus are sent to Jerusalem to discuss the issue of circumcision.
· An examination of the council at Jerusalem in Acts 15 and the text of Gal. 2:1-10, show this is the same instance.  This was the 14 year time span since Paul’s conversion.  From the examined text, we see that the reference could not be a 14 year absence from Jerusalem.  Paul and Barnabus had been there years earlier.  Rather, the time of 14 years was simply a notable visit in which Paul approached the apostles there.  Thus, No Contradiction exists.
D Vs. 32-35 – Peter Heals a paralyzed man.
1 8 Years paralyzed – Not a secret, not a stranger, immediate.
2 People accepted it from God.
E Vs. 36-43 – Peter Raises Tabitha from Death.
1 Disciples had hope of resurrection.
2 Peter had faith in the power of God to resurrect.
a Christ had been resurrected.
