Acts 10
I Introduction

II Acts 10

A Vs. 1-8 – Introduction Cornelius 
1 Vs. 1-2 - What do we know about Cornelius? (Notes from Eric Hopkins Research)
a Name was common Italian name of the era

b Centurion which is a Roman Soldier

· 5’8” minimum

· Centurion is a high ranking officer
· Took 12-16 years to reach this rank

(i) Therefore Cornelius over 30 years old.

· A centurion oversaw a century of soldiers… that is 80.

· Highest ranking centurions oversaw a cohort – 480 soldiers.
(i) This number did not include the administrative staff.

(ii) Also a detached cohort one not in country typically consisted of 1000 men (Coffman)

(iii) Due to level of this position Cornelius likely very well educated.

(iv)  Cornelius also likely very high because his family allowed with him.

· Italian Cohort identifies the makeup of the cohort.

(i) This is unique for at this time roughly 65% of soldiers were Italian.

c God fearing

· This says much about Cornelius and his power

(i) Romans worshipped many gods, not to worship them was seen as treason.

(ii) Their armies took shrines and pagan priests with them.

d Kind to the Jewish People

· Uncommon for kindness of Romans to the people they conquered

· Atrocities were prohibited officially, but still occurred.

(i) Cornelius gave alms to them.

2 Vs. 3-8 – Angel visits Cornelius
a God hears the prayers of those seeking Him (Mt. 7:7)

b Angel tells Cornelius to send for Peter.

· Angel did not try to convert Cornelius, this is the job of man.

(i) Orin Root notes examples.

· Angel sent Philip to convert Ethiopian
· Jesus appeared to Saul, but Ananias told him how to be saved.

(ii) The Christian today shares the word to man
· Matt. 28:18-20

· 2 Tim. 2:24

· Was it a coincidence that it was Peter who would be called to preach to Cornelius?

(i) He shared the keys on Pentacost to the Jews, now he was doing so to Cornelius

B Vs. 9-16 – Peter’s Vision
1 Peter’s vision encouraged him to eat all things.
a It is surmised by some that he was not eating all things

· However, I do not believe this is the case.  

· I believe Peter was already doing this and preaching this.

· This is confirmed further to me when no objection to such a statement is rejected in Acts 11:18.

· That Peter was would contemplate this dream, does not mean he was not following God’s law.

b The Dream was in reference to the Gentiles being clean and holy, not to be rejected.

c It is apparent Peter preached did not grasp all he taught or at least did not submit completely.

· Acts 2:39 speaks of the promise of the Holy Spirit to “all who are far off” – gentiles.
(i) Peter had not spoken to the Gentiles.

· Even later with Paul and the Galatians, Peter would stand back from gentiles.

C Vs. 17-23a – Peter is approached by the people from Cornelius
1 Vs. 19-20 - The Holy Spirit instructs Peter to willingly accept them.
a The Scripture says the Spirit sent them… but Cornelius was approached by an angel… 

· Is this a contradiction?

· No, the Spirit directed the angel to accomplish the task.

2 Vs. 22 – The Servants’ Invitation
a Speak well of Cornelius

b Identify him as righteous and a God fearing man – not a secret

c Establish an angel sent for him to come to Cornelius.

D Vs. 23b -33 – Peter Goes to the Home of Cornelius
1 Six curious folks went along with Peter (Acts 11:12)
2 Cornelius was anticipating the arrival of Peter

a He called his family to be ready

b He called his friends to be ready.

c Cornelius wanted to share His belief in God with those he loved.
· He saw its importance

· He wasn’t afraid

3 Peter Arrives

a Cornelius falls down to worship

b The worship is refused

· Man is not to be worshipped

· Angels are not to be worshipped

(i) Revelation 22:8-9

4 Vs. 28-29 - Peter’s Words
a Jews not allowed to associate or visit with foreigners

b Peter came because God said all men are clean.

c And the Spirit told him to Go.

5 Vs. 30-33 - Cornelius Words

a Time frame – 4 days prior – 3-4pm

b Visitor from God

c Prayers heard

d Send for Peter

e Open Heart

· All present to hear what Peter has been commanded by Lord

(i) They acknowledged him as speaking the words of God.

(ii) There is a great state of humility present (Matthew 5:3, James 4:6)

6 Vs. 34-35 – Peter’s recognition
a God is not partial to any that seek him.  He welcomes those that:

· Fear him (and)

(i) Fear – to be in awe of or reverence

· Do what is right

(i) What is not in violation of God’s law

· That is they work to do right

7 Vs. 36-37 – The Gospel of Christ
a Gospel identified as sent by God
· Message of peace – that benefit, rest, quietness

b The events surrounding Christ were widely known.

8 Vs. 38-43 - the content of the message:

a Jesus authorized by God demonstrated by works.
b He died on a Cross
c God raised him up on the third day

d He was witnessed alive

e He was to be preached

f To be acknowledged as Judge of living and the dead.

g All who believe will be forgiven of sins.

· The term believe means to commit or put their trust in Christ.

· Cannot be separated from obedience

(i) Romans 7:4 – Must bear fruit.

(ii) Romans 6:16-18 – Disobedience to righteousness results in death.
(iii)  2 Thessalonians 1:6-10 – The price for disobedience is eternal.
E Vs. 44-48 - the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon the Gentiles
1 “while Peter was still speaking” vs. “and as I began to speak” (11:15) – contradiction?
a “As I began to speak” is reference to the beginnings of Peter’s Sermon.  Peter certainly was going to speak more than a few seconds.  But right at the beginning, the Holy Spirit was poured out.

2 “Holy Spirit Fell” – Acts 11:15 – “Just as He did upon us at the beginning” – Pentacost
a What was the manifestation from the pouring out of the Holy Spirit on Pentacost?

· Acts 2:1-4

(i) Tongues and Inspired Speech.

· Exactly what is seen in vs. 46.

· The pouring out has nothing to do with performing miracles

(i) Though it is a miraculous occurrence.
3 The Logical conclusion from this occurrence Peter grasped clearly.

a He had stated it at the beginning of his sermon that all men could be in the kingdom.

b Now, he invites them to enter.  How?  As all other enter the kingdom:

· They must believe or put their trust in Christ by being baptized into Him.

· Galatians 3:26-29

