Accounts of Actions

I. Introduction

A. Building a foundation on Christ

B. All Scripture is inspired by God and given by His Authority

1. New Testament gives Authority for our Actions

2. Old Testament gives Examples to understand Principles of the New Testament

C. Authority from scripture is in forms of Direct Statements, Accounts of Action, and Implication.

D. Last week we saw that Authority could be delivered in ways which were:

1. Moral or Religious

2. Positive or Negative

3. Generic or Specific

4. Universal or Limited

5. Temporary or Permanent

E. Objective for Series: To Determine if we are only Engaged in God Authorized Activity.

II. Authorization by way of Accounts of Action (Example) – Second way we determine Authority.

A. Accounts of action can be binding.
1. They can be delivered the same way that Direct Statements are delivered.

2. We must examine them utilizing the scriptures as our only hermeneutic.

B. Passages with Examples

1. Luke 17:32 – “Remember Lots Wife”
a. What is the principle?  Consider the example.  Don’t be half hearted in your commitment to God.

b. Negative Example

2. I Cor. 10:1-12 – Appealing to us to look at examples.

a. Principle? – Learn to not lust after evil things.

b. Negative Example

3. Hebrews 11 - 

a. Positive examples

4. Acts 15:1-20 – Circumcision Binding?
a. Positive Examples to show it was not binding.

III. 3 Categories of Examples

A. Things that we may do, but not obligatory

1. Acts 4:34

B. Thing that we must do

1. Acts 2:42

C. Things we must not do  (Looked at a number of already)

Rev. 22:8-9 – We worship only God.

Distinctions In Concepts Affecting Authority

A. Before We Close - Three Things Folks Confuse in Trying to Find Authority for their Actions.
1. Faith - Opinion

2. Conditions – Circumstance

3. Principles – Custom

B. Faith And Opinion

1. Faith matters are the things which God has spoken about or revealed.

a. Rom. 10:17

2. Opinion matters are things which God has left to Human Judgement

b. God has not specifically regulated or revealed

3. If we are not careful, we can characterize one of these incorrectly.

a. Not everything that comes up in life is a matter of faith

b. Not everything is a matter of personal opinion.

4. Nicodemus - John 3:2
a. Nicodemus came by night.

b. Nicodemus coming is a matter of faith – it has been revealed.

c. They Bible does not say the reason he came by night.

· This is a matter of opinion

5. Jesus – John 8:6,8 – Woman caught in act of adultery.

a. Jesus bent down and wrote.  This is a matter of faith – it has been revealed.

b. What did he write?

· This is a matter of opinion

6. Paul thorn in the flesh – 2 Cor. 12 – Paul struggles with it

a. The fact he had a thorn in the flesh is a matter of faith – it has been revealed.

b. What was it?

· This is a matter of opinion – Human judgement

7. How do we know whether something is faith or opinion?

a. Weigh what the Bible says or doesn’t say about the issue.

b. Matters of faith are binding – Mk. 16:16, I Pet. 3:21 – If turn to opinion – Sin.
c. Opinions are not binding – Acts 15:1-5, Gal. 5:6 – If try to turn to Faith – Sin.
C. Circumstances and Conditions - Circumstances Change Conditions Don’t
1. Acts 16: 13-15 - Lydia and Household obeyed Gospel
a. Circumstances 
· Sabbath Day - Outside the city - By a River - Sitting down

b. Conditions – Things that are binding

· Teaching – How Gospel is spread – John 6:45
· Heard – Rom. 10:17
· Believing, Baptized

2. Acts 16:20-33

a. Circumstances - At a prison – Feet fastened in stocks - Earthquake

b. Conditions - Teaching – Hearing – Believing - Baptism

3. Acts 20:7 – Gathered for taking of Lord’s Supper
a. Circumstances

· Many Lights – How many are many

· Third floor – Necessary? – John 4:20-24
b. Conditions

· I Cor. 11:18 – Gathering to partake of  Lord’s Supper

· I Cor. 16:2 – Gathered on First Day of the Week

4. Summary: 
a. Circumstances have no Authority in the areas of Salvation, Worship, Living Christian Life.

b. It is the conditions that are binding with Authority in these areas.
D. Matters of Custom (Culture) vs. Principle – 

1. Question to Ask: Was the Writer Establishing a New practice for the Church?  

a. Or was he Regulating an existing practice?

b. Some have taken matters of custom and elevated them to matters of obligation

2. The Holy Kiss - 5 Times in New Testament – Rom. 16:16
a. Does this mean that God has made an obligation of kissing as a form of Greeting?

· Kissing predated the church 
b. Our Greeting is the handshake – This is our cultural greeting

· Must we stop greeting with handshakes?

c. Point: Paul was not stating we are to begin to greet with kisses.

· Paul was regulating an existing Practice - Make them pure and Holy

3. John 13 – Washing of feet
a. Common practice - Servant typically washed feet - Matter of kindness/hospitality

· Washing of Feet Predated Christianity

b. Context of John 13 – Argument about who would be greatest
· No host there to wash feet

· Who was going to do it?  Not the disciples.  They were arguing about position.

· Jesus washes feet, showing humility and service.

c. Point: Jesus not establishing a new practice, he is doing so to teach a principle.

E. We must understand distinctions in all these areas so we only bind and loose w/ Authority.

IV. Closing

A. We have Examined the Second Biblical Form of Finding Authority for our Actions

B. We have Examined Distinctions in Concepts Affecting Authority

1. Faith vs. Opinion

2. Conditions vs. Circumstance

3. Principle vs. Customs (culture)

C. How do you determine what you are dealing with and whether it is authoritative?

1. Pay attention to the context of scripture

2. Pay attention to how it is being delivered

3. Look at distinctions involving the Direct Statements or Accounts of Action

If we do this properly, we will be pleasing in God’s sight and show our love for Him.
D. Where are you going to spend your eternity?

