What About the Aborigine?
I. Introduction



(Are They Lost)
A. There are many types of People Ignorant to the Word of God

1. Aborigine, Athiest, Agnostic, the Deceived, the apathetic, Religious People
B. This Lesson Excludes Infants who are ignorant, but upright. – Eccl. 7:29
II. Vital Statistics: 
A. Is the Bible Available to the World? 
1. (bibleresources.bible.com, wickipedia, guiness world book of records, American Bible Society)
2. The Bible has been translated into 2018 languages
a. It has been translated into even more partial translations and Audio Translations.
· It has been and is still the Best Selling Book in the World.
· Estimated over 7.5 Billion Bibles have been sold in the world.
b. Bible is available in whole or in part to some 98 percent of the world in their language.
· In 1999, Wycliffe Bible Translators announced Vision 2025.
· This project aims to see Bible translation in all languages by 2025.
B. Perceived difficulties

1. Estimated 2,251 languages, (193 million people), lack a Bible translation.
2. More than half the world cannot read and in some countries as many as 80-90% are illiterate.
3. The Bible is banned in: Saudi Arabia, Iran, Afghanistan. 
III. God’s Plan for Mankind

A. None Might Perish

1. John 3:16; 2Pe 3:9 - The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some count slackness; but is longsuffering to you-ward, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.
2. Titus 2:11 – The grace of God has appeared bringing salvation to all men…
a. Yet – Salvation is chosen or rejected by men.
· Ex. Price is Right – Some people wouldn’t keep car, because price of taxes to high for them.
· Ex. For some – The requirements of salvation are too high.  They reject it.
b. BUT SOME DO NOT HEAR THE REQUIREMENTS!
B. (The Foolishness of Preaching)
1. What about the 2% that do not have access to the Bible to know salvation?

2. How is the gospel spread?  
a. Preaching.  Word of Mouth.
b. Jesus gave the great commission - Matthews 28:19-20 - What Nations?  All Nations.
c. I Cor. 1:18 ; I Cor. 1:20 
· God knew man using his own ideas, would pursue a wrong direction.  
· God gave them the right direction in the sharing of His Word by the use of the spoken Word.
d. The use of words has enabled all men to come to know God if they choose to do so.
· This includes those who do not have access to the written Word or are illiterate
C. From Where Does the Bible Say Salvation Comes?

1. John 14:6 – …I am the way, the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but by me.
a. How is this?  Could not people have Salvation before Jesus?
· Heb. 10:4-10 – Prior Sacrifices could not continuously cover sin.
· Acts 4:10-12 – Christ is the only way.
2. If ignorance leads to salvation rather than Christ, then we would not have needed Christ to be sent.
D. Summary of God’s Plan

1. He doesn’t want anyone to perish.

2. He has given the world his words to be shared with all.

3. He gave us Christ so we would have a deliverance from sin.
IV. Questions Concerning Ignorance
A. Do the Scriptures Teach that Knowing the Truth Can Be Worse than Ignorance?  Yes.
1. If this is the case, why share it with them and jeopardize their soul?
a. They could be like many and not accept it – thus not being saved.
· Heb. 10:26 – For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins,
b. Even if they initially accepted the truth, they could always turn from it later, losing salvation.
· 1 Cor. 10:12 – Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.
· 2 Pet. 2:20-22
2. Does this last passage suggest not knowing the truth ensures salvation? No.
a. No, it is telling us that to know truth and turn from it is worse than ignorance.
b. The phrases “defilements of the World” and “worse with them than the first” imply that ignorance is not a state anyone should desire.
3. The Scriptures Teach Knowing the Truth Can Be Worse than Ignorance in order to Demonstrate the importance of Holding to Truth, not to suggest Ignorance is Acceptable.
B. Do the Scriptures Teach a Man Can Seek Christ Though He has not Heard the Word?  Yes.
1. Folks who are seeking Christ and God’s will, will find it.

a. This is one of the great promises of the Gospel.

· “Mat 7:7  Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you:”

· I Cor. 4:3-4 - And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled in them that perish: in whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should not dawn upon them.
b. God is not a liar – Titus 1:2 – We Have Hope!
2. God Has Given Man Creation to Spark Seeking.

a. Rom. 1:18-23 – Is man doesn’t seek, it is not because God wasn’t presented to Him.

3. God Gives All men A Conscience to Spark Seeking
a. Rom. 2:11-16 – God has given man a conscience.
· The conscience is pure and holy, undamaged it tells you when you sin.
· The direction of a good conscience directs man toward God.  
· Man can choose to seek God or sear his own conscience.
4. God’s Promise, His creation, and His gift of Conscience Open the Door to Salvation.
a. God won’t push us through the open door, we have to act.
b. Therefore, if the man is a truly seeking Aborigine or Catholic, etc. they will find the truth.
5. The Scriptures Teach A Man Can Seek Christ Though He Has Not Heard/Read the Word.
C. Does Ignorance Nullify the Law of God So Salvation is Allowed? No!
1. Rom. 5:13 – For until the Law sin was in the world: but sin is not imputed when there is no law.
2. It is true until the law of Moses, there were certain actions that were not punished upon the earth.
a. It is not true eternal consequences were dropped for God’s prior commands to man.
3. Common sense tells us ignorance of a law doesn’t nullify the law
a. You may tell a policeman you didn’t see the stop sign, but if you run it – You’ll get a ticket.

b. You may think belching at the table is a sign of thankfulness, but don’t do it around my wife.
c. Ignorance does not imply no transgression.

d. Peter didn’t let the Jews slide because of their ignorance in killing Christ – Acts 3:17-19
· When one outside of Christ sins, he is lost.
4. God has said the disobedient will experience Eternal Destruction.

5. 2 Thess. 1:8-9
6. It is our actions that cause this destruction.
a. Is. 59:1-2 - Behold, Jehovah’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear: but your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, so that he will not hear.
7. He has expressed his Desire for our Salvation:

a. Isa 1:18 - Come now, and let us reason together, saith Jehovah: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.  If ye be willing and obedient,
8. Ignorance Does not Nullify the Law of God allowing Salvation.
D. If Someone is Sincere, but Ignorant of Truth, Can They Be Saved? Yes!
1. I think there needs to be a distinction of hearts made.

a. Ex. Paul – Paul was avid in his ignorant beliefs and condemned in sin, but he changed.

b. Ex. Mat. 7:21-23 – These folks professed a desire to serve God.
c. What is the difference?

· Many People are in love with Religion and not God.

· They play religion because of social relationships.

· They play religion to maintain their position in their religious body.

· They play religion for many unjust reasons.

· They accept Falsehoods in accordance with their own desires.

· In doing so, they fool themselves, thinking they are sincere about their God.
· Paul Was Sincere.

· False Sincerity is what an individual has when presented with the Truth and they reject it.
· That is not sincerity, that is blasphemy.

· Feelings are not a substitute for Truth.

· True sincerity subjects itself to knowing and accepting Truth.
2. Sincere people Seek.  God gives seeking people an Open Door in accordance with His Promise.  

a. Sincere People Change.  They Change in accordance to Truth.  

3. An Ignorant but Truly Sincere Person will be Saved.
E. Does Ignorance of God’s Commands to the Grave Imply A Loss of Salvation? Yes.
1. Question to Ask: Are people lost because they are ignorant or because they sin against God?

a. Rom. 6:23 – The wages of sin is death but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
b. Rom. 3:23 – All have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.
· These verses point to sin being the cause of the loss of salvation.
· They also point out the ignorant have sinned also, bringing spiritual death.
2. Ignorance to the Grave Does Imply a Loss of Salvation.
V. Summary
A. Ignorance of the Word of God is Rampant in this World
1. However, ignorance of the Word of God is not because the Word cannot reach all man.

2. The Written Scriptures reach all but 2% of the population.

3. The opportunity to know God is available to all of mankind through preaching.
a. This is a huge responsibility on the part of Christians.

· There are billions of people on the planet.

· There are more born every day.

· If they are Seeking, God has a door of opportunity for a Christian to work. 
· Christ is the only way they will be able to come to the father.

4. The Truth is most people in this world choose to be Ignorant of God.

a. Mat 7:14 - For narrow is the gate, and straitened the way, that leadeth unto life, and few are they that find it.
B. We Examined 5 Questions Regarding Ignorance.  We can conclude:
a. Man can seek Christ, before he has heard/read the Word.

b. An Ignorant Person but sincere person can be Saved.

c. Ignorance does not nullify God’s Law.

d. Ignorance to the grave does imply a loss of salvation.

e. An ignorant person is going to the same hell as a Fallen believer.
C. God has given all the ignorant of the World a Plan of Salvation through Christ.

1. He commands we follow our conscience and natural instincts toward:

a. Hearing – Rom. 10:17
b. Believing – Mk. 16:16
c. Repenting – Acts 17:30
d. Confessing – Mt. 16:16
e. Being Baptized – Acts 
f. Living faithfully – John 8:31-32
“What can wash away my sins – Nothing, but the blood of Jesus.”
