The Resurrection of Jesus Christ

I. Introduction:  May be new, different, Not gonna holler - get mad - will look at scriptures.
A. We cannot overstate the importance of the resurrection of Jesus. 
1. If He arose, He conquered death, our hope in Him for salvation and resurrection is well-founded. 
2. If, He did not arise, Jesus isn’t the Son of God, and the whole Christian religion is a joke. 
3. 1 Co 15:17 - and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless and you are still in your sins.
4. 1Co 15:13-14  If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised,  and if Christ has not been raised, then our message means nothing and your faith means nothing.

II. Why Is The Resurrection So Important? 

A. The credibility of Jesus Himself is at stake: 
1. Jesus repeatedly and plainly predicted His own resurrection, Matthew 16:21; 17:22-23; 20:17-19
a. If he didn’t arise, how credible would he be?  He would be a liar.

B. The credibility of the New Testament is at stake: 
1. 15 of the 27 NT books specifically affirm the resurrection; most of the remaining 12 imply it 
C.  The credibility of Old Testament prophecy is at stake 

1. Psalm 16:8-11  notice Peter’s explanation of this passage Acts 2:22-32  

C. You MUST believe in the Resurrection to be saved 

1. Romans 10:9 – “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, though shalt be saved.” 
III. Positive Evidence For The Resurrection Of Jesus 

A. It was sufficiently witnessed 
1. Honest witnesses (not immoral reprobates, liars) 
2. Competent witnesses (not gullible simpletons) 
3. Sufficient number of witnesses (well over 500) (Account of many in 1 Cor. 15)

4. Testimony of witnesses was not refuted by the 1st century enemies of Christianity 
B. The change the resurrection brought in the apostles
1. From fearful, trembling men of "little faith" to strong, fearless, militant soldiers of the cross 
2. Paul changed from a blasphemous persecutor to persecuted proclaimer (Paul had no reason to want to believe in the resurrection - he had nothing to gain financially, or socially, and had everything to loose - i.e. his standing within Judaism) 
IV. “Alternatives” To The Resurrection Of Jesus 

A. Jesus’ friends stole the body 
1. Theory: Invented by Jesus’ enemies shortly after the resurrection occurred  Mat. 28:11-15
a. Guards supposedly slept  
B. The swoon theory 

1. Theory: Jesus didn’t really die on the cross, but merely fainted - then revived in the cool tomb, sneaked out, and claimed to have arisen from the dead!  - Invented 2 centuries ago.
a. Romans Saw He was Dead.

C. The "wrong tomb" theory 

1. Theory: Jesus’ friends went to the wrong tomb, (due to semi-darkness, being emotionally upset, etc.), saw it was empty, & mistakenly thought He had been  resurrected  

D. Hallucination Theory 

1. Theory: The disciples wanted Jesus to arise from the dead so intensely they hallucinated! 

a. But the disciples did NOT expect a resurrection  Mark 16:14 (Christ comes to them at dinner)
b. Over 500 people saw Him at once, 1 Cor. 15:6; that must have been some hallucination! 

V. DID CHRIST DIE IN VAIN?
A. Contrast the deaths on the highways with the death of a policeman.

1. Most people justify the death of a policeman who dies in the line of duty.

2. Everyone recognizes a traffic fatality as a death in vain.

B. 2000 yrs ago, Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of God died outside the walls of Jewish city of Jerusalem.

1. In scripture, there are prophecies and eyewitness accounts of His death.

2. Consider the question: "Did Christ Die in Vain?"
VI. IF O.T. law to given to Hebrews is binding today for Christians, then Christ died in vain
A. Many have insisted through the years that Christians are under the Old Testament law.

1. In the 1st century, some taught Christians should observe parts of the Old Testament law

a. Acts 15:1 - And certain men came down from Judaea and taught the brethren, saying, Except ye be circumcised after the custom of Moses, ye cannot be saved.
b. But Paul Said in Gal. 1:6-8
2. Sabbatarians (7th day adventists) today are trying to bind the Old Testament Law.

a. Practically all religious bodies in one way or another go back to the Old Testament for many of their practices; rituals; religious days; Mechanical instruments of music. 2 Chron. 29:24-28
B. However Scripture clearly teaches that the law of Moses was annulled by the death of Christ. 

1. Col. 2:8-17.  It is clear from this and many other passages that the judicial and ceremonial laws of the O.T. law were annulled at the death of Christ.  

2. NOTE: 9 of the 10 commandments have been repeated in the Law of Christ.

a. These are merely repeats, not hold overs… all the law was fulfilled.
· Mat 5:17  "Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I didn't come to destroy them, but to fulfill them.”
· Ex. Making payments on April’s PC.  When I pay the bill off, it is not that it was destroyed, rather, the requirement of purchase was fulfilled.
· Rom 8:2  For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus made me free from the law of sin and of death.
C. I'm not saying that the O.T. is useless... 
1. Rom 9:22-24 -  What if God, willing to show his wrath, and to make his power known, endured with much longsuffering vessels of wrath fitted unto destruction: and that he might make known the riches of his glory upon vessels of mercy, which he afore prepared unto glory,  even us, whom he also called, not from the Jews only, but also from the Gentiles?
2. 1 Cor. 10:11 - Now these things happened unto them by way of example; and they were written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages are come.
3. Rom. 15:4 - For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that through patience and through comfort of the scriptures we might have hope.
D. There are some fundamental facts about Christ and the O.T. law we all need to understand.

1. Christ came to fulfill the law... (Sermon on the mount Mt. 5-7)

2. Christ came to redeem (pay price to get back) those under the old law.

3. The O.T.law was a tutor to bring us to Christ. Gal. 3:19-25.
E. If O.T.Law Is Still Binding Today, Christ Died In Vain – We Need Not Talk Of Resurrection – Yet, the Law of Moses is not Binding, Thus, We Move Forward.

If the church is unnecessary, then Christ died in vain.
A. Many today deny the church is necessary and ridicule those who believe that the church is important to God’s plan of salvation.
1. Many laugh at those who say there is one true church. Eph. 4:4(later) “one body” 
2. Folks say they accept Christ but not His church – “It’s not necessary”
3. However, brief study of the church will show one cannot accept Christ while refusing His church.

B. The church (called out by authority of Christ) owes its entire existence to the death of Christ.

1. The church was purchased by His blood... Acts 20:28 - Take heed unto yourselves, and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit hath made you bishops, to feed the church of the Lord which he purchased with his own blood.
2. The church was sanctified (set apart) by His death...Eph. 5:25-27 
3. The church was redeemed when He gave Himself for us... Tit 2:13-14 - looking for the blessed hope and appearing of the glory of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a people for his own possession, zealous of good works.
4. How then can one separate Christ and the institution that He Himself established...Mt. 16:18 - And I also say unto thee, that thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.
C. Therefore it is Necessary we see some of the basic truths about Christ and His church.

1. Only those who are in the church are purchased, sanctified, and redeemed by the blood of Christ.

2. Since Christ is the Savior of the body (Eph. 5:23) and the body is the church (Col. 1:18). No one is saved who is outside of the church.

D. If Christ Died For The Church, But The Church Is Unnecessary, Then Christ Died In Vain – We Need Not Talk Of Resurrection.  Yet, the Church is Necessary, Thus, We Move Forward.
VII. If religious division is right, then Christ died in vain.
A. Majority of people believe that denominationalism is good and that they are all pleasing to God.

1. De- “remove” “degrade” – Nomen – name

2. Denominations are what they are because they have chosen a different name for themselves.

a. They are not Christians… they are Catholics, Mormons, Lutherans, Adventists, Baptists, etc.

3. Many comments such as…

a. "We thank thee Lord for all churches we are able to worship at our own choice", 

b. "We have different tastes and needs so there are many churches to suit our own desires"
4. This would all be fine if the Scriptures did not completely oppose such reasoning.

a. GOD’S CHURCH IS NOT BURGER KING!
5. Christ would have every church believing and practicing the same exact thing.

B. In Christ's death, Christ united all the saved into one Body.

1. This was Christ's earnest plea prior to His death - Jn. 17:21 – “That they may all be one…”
2. Christ came to reconcile both Jew and Gentile into one body - Eph. 2:14-16.

a. This would have been the perfect time to set up two or three different bodies, however, Christ saw fit to unite them into just one.  He gave them “one faith” – Eph 4:5 (in a moment)
b. Why is it that Christ unites and man divides?

C. The truth regarding the matter is that division was taught against in the N.T.

1. Paul pleaded that the Corinthians be united... I Cor. 1:10-13
2. Paul gave the charter for Christian unity... Eph. 4:4-6
D. If 1000+ denominations are right, & Christ did not unite us into one body, Christ died in vain - We Need Not Talk Of Resurrection.  Yet, Denoms are not right, Thus, We Move Forward.

Let’s Address the Resurrection - If there is no future resurrection, then Christ died in vain.
A. There has always been, and will always be some who deny the fact that there is the resurrection.

1. Sudducees denied it.... Mt. 22:23 – “On that day there came to him Sadducees, they that say that there is no resurrection: and they asked him”
2. Some attending the early church denied it... 

a. I Cor. 15:12 - Now if Christ is preached that he hath been raised from the dead, how say some among you that there is no resurrection of the dead?
3. II Tim. 2:16-18 – “But shun profane babblings: for they will proceed further in ungodliness, and their word will eat as doth a gangrene: or whom is Hymenaeus an Philetus; men who concerning the truth have erred, saying that the resurrection is past already, and overthrow the faith of some.”
4. The materialistic minded today deny it! 
a. "You only have one life so you might as well enjoy it to the fullest."

B. Christ death was to guarantee us a resurrection.  

1. Paul Said about Jesus in Mar. 8:31 - And he began to teach them, that the Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected by the elders, and the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.
2. Christ is the resurrection and the life... Jn. 11:25 - Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth on me, though he die, yet shall he live;
3. He is the firstborn from the dead... Col. 1:18 – And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.  First place.. because there will be others…

4. He is the first fruits of the dead... 

a. I Cor. 15:20 - But now hath Christ been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of them that are asleep.
b. 23 - But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; then they that are Christ's, at his coming.
C. The basic fact concerning the resurrection is that it is all based in Christ.

1. Faith in Christ is the ground of our hope... I Cor. 15:16-19
2. Our source of comfort is in the resurrection.. I Thess. 4:15-18

3. Our goal of all our striving is the resurrection...Phil. 3:6-12
D. Without resurrection, Christ died in vain, it is our hope, and without it we can’t move forward.

VIII. Conclusion
A. According to Scripture, Christ's death was not vain, but man would like to think that he is right.

1. If our study today is correct, then for those who do not accept them as truth, Christ died in vain!

a. For Christ came too seek and save that which was lost, He was lifted up on the cross to draw sinners to Himself...Jn. 12:32 "And if I be lifted up from the earth, I will draw all men unto me"
b. Christ's death was also so that we might live.. 

· Rom 5:8 - But God demonstrates his love for us by the fact that Christ died for us while we were still sinners. Now that we have been justified by his blood, how much more will we be saved from wrath through him! For if, while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life!
· Joh 10:10 - The thief comes only to steal, slaughter, and destroy. I have come that they may have life, and have it abundantly.
B. Christ is the "the way, the truth, and the life" Jn. 14:6
C. By rejecting Christ and not heeding his commands, we make his cross and His death of no effect.

1. Can you truly stand before God and say that Christ died in vain?

