The Burial of Jesus Christ

1. Jesus’ Burial Was A Fulfillment Of Prophecy -  Isaiah 53:9 
A. Jesus’ enemies planned for His grave to be with the wicked 

2. They "made" His grave with the wicked: John 19:31 
3. It was the Jews’ intent that the bodies of Jesus and the two thieves be taken away - evidently by the same ones who would break their legs (death – within minutes)

1. “When the Romans carried out crucifixion under their own customs, the victim was simply left to die on the cross. He might hang for days in the heat of the midday sun and the cold of the night, tortured by thirst and tortured also by the gnats and the flies crawling in the weals on his torn back. Often men died raving mad on their crosses. Nor did the Romans bury the bodies of crucified criminals. They simply took them down and let the vultures and the crows and the dogs feed upon them.” – Barclay
4. If buried at all, it would have been without honor.
2. As it turned out, His grave was in the tomb of a rich man 

3. Note that "the wicked" and "the rich" in Isaiah 53:9 are not two references to the same people. 
4. Wicked is also plural – Rich singular.
· "Rich" and "wicked" are not parallel.
a. Ex. Job by no means was wicked.  Joseph of Arimithea was not wicked either!
· Would have been shame for Jesus body to be disposed as a criminal. 
5. God provided for an honorable burial in a rich man’s new tomb 
· Jesus’ burial was a vindication of his righteousness 
1. To have no burial has ever been a mark of shame, disgrace

· Jer. 14:16 – False Prophets and those that listened to them.  
· Jer. 16:4 - Unrepentant people of Jerusalem. 
· God showed Jews were 180 degrees off in assessment of Jesus by providing a burial.
· Jesus’ Burial Was An Occasion For Expressions Of Love And Devotion 
1. Joseph of Arimithea 
· Matthew 27:57-66 - A rich man who had become Jesus’ disciple 
· Lk. 23:50-51 – Righteous man
· Mk. 15:43-45 -A courageous man – He had been afraid… What would the Jews do?
· Gen. 50:4-6 – Burial of Jacob by Joseph as a type.

· Joseph was not alone to do this work . . . 
A. Nicodemus 
1. Same Nicodemus who was rebuked by Jesus in John 3.
2. He first come to Jesus by night, then became more dedicated and open in his support of Jesus.
3. John 7:45-53 – Nicodemus had stood up for Jesus briefly, but was quelled.  We don’t hear him at trial.
4. John 19:38-42 - Brought 100 lbs. spices to anoint the body for burial.
a. Joseph and Nicodemus weren’t the bravest disciples initially, but they loved Him and grew!
I. Jesus’ Burial Provides Details In Defending His Resurrection
A. The Tomb was easily identifiable by some of Jesus Disciples
1. This was Joseph’s own new tomb 
2. It was near the place of crucifixion  (John 19:41)
Luk 23:55 - And the women, who had come with him out of Galilee, followed after, and beheld the tomb, and how his body was laid.
· Mar 15:47 - And Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses beheld where he was laid.
B. Reason for importance: skeptics claim the disciples went to the wrong tomb, found it empty, and thus proclaimed that Jesus was resurrected 
1. Certainly they would have gone back to a place near the crucifixion site!
2. How likely is it that Joseph would not remember which tomb was his? or that Nicodemus would forget which tomb it was? Or the residue from the seal wouldn’t have been seen?  Or the Guards?
How likely is it that these women, who were so observant of what transpired late Friday afternoon, would be clueless on Sunday AM? 
b. Jesus’ Burial Gives an Opportunity To Debunk Superstitious Beliefs
The “Shroud of Turin” 
a. The facts about the "Shroud of Turin" show that it cannot be the burial cloth of Jesus
c. A facial image appears on the shroud - if, indeed, it was caused by contact with a body, it wouldn’t have been the body of Jesus. Nicodemus and Joseph applied the spices with the linen strips (John 19:40); they wrapped His head in a separate handkerchief (John 20:7). Then the swathed body was wrapped in the linen sheet. Even presuming that the sheet wrapped His head as well as the rest of His body, the handkerchief would prevent it from being imprinted with His facial features
d. The shroud has no certain history earlier than the 1300s. At the time it was first "discovered," the supposed blood-stains were bright red. They have since faded. Why would blood stains remain bright red for over 1200 years?  If by some means they could remain bright for that long, why would they fade over the next 700-800 years?
Jesus Burial Allows us to Answer Questions about Death – Where Did He Go for 3 Days?

1. A. Luke 23:43 - He Went to Paradise – He said it!

2. What is Paradise? 

3. 2 Cor. 12:2-4 – Third Heaven – Paradise  (sky, stars, heaven:  Jewish understanding)

4. Conclusion: Paradise is in Heaven. 

5. I do not claim to know all about heaven.  But I believe Christ returned there and did so with the thief.  a. Ex. Now, I Eric has given me a ride to Kansas City before.  I went to the airport, he went to a different location in Kansas City.  Yet, we both went to the same place – Kansas City.
6. Where in paradise did the Criminal and Jesus go?  I don’t Know? But I know they both went there.

1. B. Luke 23:43 – Tells when Jesus went.

2. “Today” – that means upon His death.
a. Luke 23:46 – “Father into thy hands I commend my spirit”.

b. Where is Father?  Heaven/Paradise.

3. Body went to tomb, but spirit went to heaven.
4. Eccl. 12:7 – “the spirit returneth unto God who gave it.”
5. The when is upon his death.

1. C. Paul believed upon his Death that he was going to be where Christ was

2. 2 Cor. 5:8 - “prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord.”

3. Phil.1:23 – “Desire to depart and be with Christ”
4. This continues to reinforce my belief that paradise is in heaven.
A. Jesus Burial Allows Us to Tackle Common Scriptural Error
1. His Soul did not Sleep when He Died

2. Soul goes to paradise or punishment.

3. Mt. 22:31-32 – Addressing Sadducees did not believe in spirit or resurrection.
4. He is God of living - Abraham, Isaac, Jacob still living.

5. Souls do not sleep.  Spirit went to Paradise.

1. His soul did not go to Hell and suffer

a. Many believe that Christ went to hell and suffered for our sins 3 days.

b. “Kenneth Copeland, Joel Olstein, Benny Henn, Frederick KC Price”

c. Joyce Myers – teaches Christ in Hell minions beating him… as if they controlled hell.

d. She teaches this is wear he paid the cost.

a. Christ paid for our sins on the Cross.

b. I Pet. 2:24 – “He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross”

c. Heb. 9:26 – “He has been manifested to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself”

d. On the cross, “It is finished” – Teleo – the word means paid… paid in full.
a. Where do they get such bizarre beliefs? Acts 2:27 – Some say he went to hell!
b. This word is the Greek word Hades. Hebrew word Sheol – means unseen state.
c. When spirit leaves body can you see it?  No.

d. Remember.. when Jesus died.. he went to paradise.. could you see it.. no.

e. When your family dies.. can you see them.. no they are in the unseen state.

f. There will come a day when we can see them again during resurrection.

g. Jesus did not go to hell.  He went to an unseen state.

h. After 3 days he was resurrected in his body.

· “The gates of Hell shall not prevail against it” Mat. 16:18
i. Speaking of church here… it shall not enter into the unseen state.  It will always be.

j. This is not speaking of Gehenna… that is a place… Hades is a state.

1. He Did not Head Out to Speak at a Hadean Revival

a. I Pet. 3:18-20 – “in which” this is the Holy Spirit 
b. Jesus did not go to preach to imprisoned Saints

c. Who are the spirits he is talking about?  

d. Where are they now?  In prison, in Hell.

e. They were preached to when they were living.

f. By the Holy Spirit, through Noah.  When? Days of Noah?

A. Closing

1. Jesus Burial:

2. Fulfilled Scripture

3. Vindicated His Righteousness

4. Was an Occasion for Disciples to show love and Devotion.

5. It helps us defend his Resurrection

6. Debunk Superstitious Beliefs

7. Answer Questions about Death

8. Correct Scriptural Error.

B. Jesus Burial Allows us to See Baptism as a means for our salvation - Col 2:12-13 - having been buried with him in baptism, wherein ye were also raised with him through faith in the working of God, who raised him from the dead. And you, being dead through your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, you, I say, did he make alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses;
