WHO CRUCIFIED CHRIST? 

I. INTRODUCTION: 
A. Newsweek’s John Meacham wrote in his column, "Mel Gibson’s powerful but troubling new movie, ’The Passion of the Christ,’ is reviving one of the most explosive questions ever… Who really killed Jesus?" 

B. The argument is eternal, “Who really did crucify Christ?” 
1. Who was the culprit? - Who did it? - Whom can we blame? 

C. The Bible is the final authority in answering the questions and tells us crucified Christ. 

D.  The answer is not a single fold statement.  I’d like to share with you six answers to that question… 

II. THE JEWS CRUCIFIED JESUS 

A. There is no getting around it. Jesus was betrayed by Jews, and crucified in Jerusalem. 

1. The book of Acts points an indicting finger at the Jews. 

a. On Day Pentecost Peter preaching to the Jews said, “With the help of wicked men, [you] put him to death by nailing him to the cross.” (Acts 2:23) 
b. Acts 2:36, “…this Jesus, whom you crucified…” 

c. Acts 3:13-15, “You handed him over to be killed, and you disowned him before Pilate,… You killed the author of life…”

2. Matthew 27:22-25, "What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called Christ?" Pilate asked. They all answered, "Crucify him!" "Why? What crime has he committed?" asked Pilate. But they shouted all the louder, "Crucify him!" When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar was starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd. "I am innocent of this man's blood," he said. "It is your responsibility!" All the people answered, "Let his blood be on us and on our children!" 
a. Matthew leaves no doubt! Cut it any way you like, there is no escaping this truth. 

3. John 19:31, “Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be a special Sabbath. Because the Jews did not want the bodies left on the crosses during the Sabbath, they asked Pilate to have the legs broken and the bodies taken down.” - They wanted to make sure He was dead! 

B. Motive for Crucifying Jesus? He was A Threat. 
1. From birth to death, Jesus was not accepted by the Jews as the Savior. 

2. John 1:11, “He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him.” 

a. Jesus was a Jew! 

b. He came to first deliver His own people, but they rejected Him. 

3. Jesus was a threat to religious traditions – Jewish Leaders hated him for exposing hypocrisy/error.

4. John 15:22, “If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not be guilty of sin. Now, however, they have no excuse for their sin.” 

5. Isaiah 53:3, (500 yrs before Jesus), “He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. Like one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not.” 
6. Man rejects Christ today for same reason Jews hated Christ and cried for His crucifixion. 

a. Wants to believe his own self-righteousness will get him to heaven.  My way is ok!

b. Doesn’t want to be reminded he is a sinner, and he has to follow Jesus’ way. 

7. In Acts 13. Paul gives a summary of the cross! 

a. It was done at Jerusalem by Jewish leaders who manipulated Rome. 

b. Rome actually did the action. But they were used by Jewish people. 

c. What one does through another he does himself. 

8. At time of Jesus’ crucifixion, the Romans had conquered all the area in which Jesus lived and taught. 

a. The Romans allowed the Jews to continue with their Sanhedrin, their religious government, but the Romans took away the Jews right to carryout capital punishment. 

b. In order to have Jesus crucified, the Jewish leaders had to get Rome to execute Christ. 

III. THE ROMANS CRUCIFIED JESUS 
A. Jesus died at the hands of the Romans. 
1. Matthew 27:27-31, “Then the governor's soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole company of soldiers around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on his head. They put a staff in his right hand and knelt in front of him and mocked him. "Hail, king of the Jews!" they said. They spit on him, and took the staff and struck him on the head again and again. After they had mocked him, they took off the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him.” 

2. Roman soldiers, acting upon orders of Roman gov. Pilate, beat Jesus and led Him to Calvary’s hill. 

a. Roman soldier fastened the hands and feet of Christ by heavy, iron nails to the cross. 

b. Roman soldiers lifted the cross with the agonizing Savior on it, and, in order to fix it more firmly in the earth, let it fall violently into the hole which they had dug to receive it. 

c. John 19:34 - a Roman soldier who thrust the spear through Christ’s side. 

3. We should never forget how horrible death by crucifixion was. And the Romans were merciless in their attitude toward those who experienced it. 

4. At one point early in Julius Caesar’s political career, feelings ran so high against him that he thought it best to leave Rome. He sailed for the Aegean island of Rhodes, but on the way, the ship was attacked by pirates and Caesar was captured. The pirates demanded a ransom of 12,000 gold pieces, and Caesar’s staff was sent away to arrange the payment. Caesar spent almost 40 days with his captors, jokingly telling the pirates on several occasions that he would someday capture and crucify them. The kidnappers were greatly amused, but when the ransom was paid and Caesar was freed, the first thing he did was gather a fleet and pursue the pirates. They were captured and crucified! Such was the Romans’ attitude toward crucifixion. It was to be reserved for the worst of criminals, a means of showing extreme contempt for the condemned. 

5. The suffering and humiliation of a Roman crucifixion were unequaled. 

6. Our Savior suffered this humiliating and excruciating death at the Roman’s hands.


B. Why did the Romans want Jesus to die?

1. In order to have Jesus crucified by the Romans the Jews trumped up the charge of treason against Jesus.

2. And they began to accuse him, saying, "We have found this man subverting our nation. He opposes payment of taxes to Caesar and claims to be Christ, a king." (Luke 23:2) 

3. The charges:
· Misleading the nation
· Forbidding the paying of taxes
· Declaring Himself to be a King. 

4. Now this was something the Romans could punish!

5. The Romans didn’t care anything at all about some religious squabble. 

a. What they cared about was order in the Empire. 

b. And to them, Jesus posed a threat of an uprising against Caesar and Rome. 

6. But the fact of the matter is that Jesus Christ is “King of Kings and Lord of Lords.” 
IV. YOU AND I CRUCIFIED JESUS 

A. Our sins put Jesus on the Cross. 
1. Isaiah 53:5, “But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds  we are healed.” 
2. Who crucified Jesus? It was you and me together with all humanity because of our sin! 

a. Rom 3:23, “"for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God…” 

3. All of us are guilty of His death on the cross. 

a. No, we did not nail the nails or thrust the spear into his side. 

a. But we were there – representatively – when the crucified Jesus. 

4. All of our sins were credited to Christ on the cross though Jesus had actually never committed any sins. 

b. I Peter 2:24, “He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.” 

c. Our sins nailed Jesus on the tree! - Sinners crucified Jesus. 

5. Jesus is the atoning sacrifice all the sins of the whole world. 

a. “He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.” (I Jn 2:2) 

B. There is blood on our hands. 
1. We may try to erase the guilty by blaming others – but nothing can rid our part in the crucifixion of Christ. 

2. John Stott in the The Cross of Christ, writes, “Before we can begin to see the cross as something done for us…we have to see it as something done by us. Indeed, only the man who is prepared to own his share in the guilt of the cross…may claim his share in its grace.” 

1. This means “I, Travis Main” crucified Jesus.
3. Our sins were responsible for putting Christ on the cross. He died for our sins – past, present and future. 

a. Forget about whether the Jews or the Romans did it! 

b. You can say, “I did it!” I put Jesus on that rugged cross! 

c. Those are my sins; Travis Main should have been crucified. 

d. He died in my place instead; He took my place. 

4. If you were to look at Rembrandt’s painting of The Three Crosses, your attention would be drawn first to the center cross on which Jesus died. Then as you would look at the crowd gathered around the foot of that cross, you’d be impressed by the various facial expressions and actions of the people involved in the awful crime of crucifying the Son of God. Finally, your eyes would drift to the edge of the painting and catch sight of another figure, almost hidden in the shadows. Art critics say this is a representation of Rembrandt himself, for he recognized that by his sins he helped nail Jesus to the cross. 
5. This is the gospel! 

V. SATAN CRUCIFIED JESUS 

A. Christ is the Arch Enemy of Satan. 
1. In Genesis 2 & 3 Satan sought to destroy Adam and Eve. He succeeded with sin. 

a. Man stood alienated from God. 

2. If Satan ever held a banquet it was the night Adam sinned. 

3. In Genesis 3:15 God declares war on Satan! “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel." 
4. This is the first mention in the Bible of God’s direct promise that He would send a Savior. 

5. Satan would be successful in “bruising” Christ’s heel (i.e. – making Him suffer), but Christ would succeed in striking Satan on the head. These were done at the cross. 

B. Satan was behind the crucifixion of Jesus. 
2. Satan is real. Satan is brilliant, but not omnipotent. 

a. He does not know the mind and future of God. 

b. God does not “fill him in.” Satan has to find out things on his own. 

c. He studies the Bible more than we do! He has it memorized; he quoted it to Jesus. 

3. Satan is out to destroy anything of God’s. He crucified Jesus! 

4. Satan operated through the actions of Judas Iscariot – “Then Satan entered Judas, called Iscariot, one of the Twelve.” (Luke 22:3) 

a. Satan operated through the Jews who rejected Jesus – “You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.” (John 8:44) 
5. Satan is a liar, a deceiver, a murderer, an accuser. He would do anything to try upset the plan of God. 

a. Would do anything to keep man in bondage of sin and death – even use them to crucify the Son of God! 

b. If Satan ever held a second banquet, it was the night Jesus was a corpse. 

c. Satan got Adam and Eve to sin and Jesus Crucified. 

6. Hebrews 2:14-15, “Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death--that is, the devil-- and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.” 
b. Satan’s greatest victory became his greatest defeat!
VI. JESUS CHOSE TO BE CRUCIFIED 

A. Jesus willingly choose the Cross. 
1. Listen to the scriptures that teach Jesus choose the to willing give up his life. 

2. Mark 10:45, “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many." 

3. John 10:14-18, “"I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me-- just as the Father knows me and I know the Father--and I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life--only to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father."

4. Jesus told Peter when he cut off Malchus ear, Matthew 27:53-54 - “Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at my disposal more than twelve legions of angels? But how then would the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must happen in this way?" 
B. Why did Jesus choose to die? 

1. First and foremost to please His Father. 
a. Jesus said in John 14:31, “the world must learn that I love the Father and that I do exactly what my Father has commanded me.” 

b. In the Garden, Jesus prayed three times, "My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will." (Matthew 26:39) 
2. Secondly, because he loved us. 
3. Jesus said, “Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.”(John 15:13) 
VII. ULTIMATELY GOD CRUCIFIED JESUS 

A. The Crucifixion was Planned from the beginning by God. 
1. Isaiah 53:10-11, “Yet it was the LORD's will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the LORD makes his life a guilt offering, he will see his offspring and prolong his days, and the will of the LORD will prosper in his hand. After the suffering of his soul, he will see the light [of life] and be satisfied ; by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities.” 

c. Bible teaches God had a bigger picture in mind than simply the death of His innocent Son. 

d. It was for the purpose of redemption. 

e. Jesus was to serve as a guilt offering to the Father – in our place. 

f. He bore our sins. 

2. God used Satan, evil men, the Jewish leaders, our sins – all for his glorious propose. 

a. Peter made it clear who ultimately was behind the death of Jesus in Acts 2:23, “This man was handed over to you by God's set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross.” 
3. God was not caught off guard by the cross… He purposed it to occur! 

a. I Corinthians 2:6-8, reveals God’s secret plan to save us. “We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not the wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. No, we speak of God's secret wisdom, a wisdom that has been hidden and that God destined for our glory before time began. None of the rulers of this age understood it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.” 

1. Why did God the Father want Jesus to die?

2. To justify us with His righteousness.

a. 2 Corinthians 5:21, “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” 

3. God’s motivation was his love for us! 

a. I John 4:9-10, “This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.” 

VIII. CONCLUSION: 

A. “For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit…” I Peter 3:18
B. The island of Sicily is linked with the mainland of Italy by a suspension bridge, built in a joint effort by the Italians and the Japanese. It extends 6,650 feet, and it is the longest suspension bridge in the world. In a spiritual sense the longest bridge was at Calvary where Jesus’ cross bridged the gulf between sinful man and holy God. 

