 7 Stages of Life
I Introduction

A Description of Life

1 You live, you love, and you die. – Simplification?

a Sometimes life is smooth, sometimes it is rough.
· (Expand)

B Stages of Life in Common Terms

1 Infancy, Youth/Teen, Adult, Midlife, Seasoned, Senior, Death
2 Today, named otherwise.  
a Not exact ages, applicable to every person, but stages will be easy to see.

II 7 Stages of Life

A #1 - Adorability

1 Def: Years of infancy and lack of understanding about surroundings.

2 In the beginning, amidst pain, tears, and hopes, a little alien creature is born.

a Reaction

3 Lone asset?  

a In God’s image – (Genesis 1:26)
4 Innocent

a Does not come bearing hate, grudges, sinful behaviors…

b No inherited sin (Ezekiel 18:20)

c Ezekiel 28:15, Ecclesiastes 7:29 - Does not know these things.

d No clue mankind is encouraged to be like it – Colossians 3:10
e Child is in a state of Adorability
· Look at it!

5 Do not understand consequences

a Messes itself

b Puts peas in hair

c Says “Mama” first

6 Need to grow

a I Peter 2:2

7 Preparation for future
a Jewish Children

· 5 yr. old -  Taught written torah – 5 books and prophets

· Adorable?  Yes

· Treated as if they couldn’t learn?  No.

b Man has a responsibility to prepare children.

· Proverbs 22:6 -  Train up a child in the way he should go, And even when he is old he will not depart from it.
B #2 - Accountability

1 Def:  Years when instruction and consequences of action can be understood.
a No longer innocent

2 Question:  When is a child accountable?

a History of Jewish Children

· Accountable to the law at ages 12 and 13.

· Is this the age of accountability?

(i) Chronicles 34:1-2

· Josiah was 8

(ii) (Luke 2:49 – Jesus at temple) – Jesus age 12 accountable to Father.
b Children reach accountability at different ages.
· Can they receive instruction and understand consequences?
· Does it pain their conscience when they go against instruction?

3 Age of accountability is not adulthood.

a Still reliant upon others.

· Family feeds, clothes, educates, etc.

· Proverbs 22:15 - Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child; But the rod of correction shall drive it far from him.

4 At this age a child can see

a Consequences for self 

b Consequences for others 
5 Need to Grow
a They are a novice in a great big world.

b Dueteronomy 6:6-9

6 Preparation for future

a Luke 2:52

b Jesus growth benefitted Him.
C #3 - Acceptability

1 Def:  Years when responsibility is accepted for the care oneself and/or others.
a Accept responsibility for self, work, spiritual life, family, and productivity in society.
· Many a young adult enters rebellious and even lazy.

· Try to throw off accountability, but cannot.

(i) Society will reject them.

2 Time characterized by searching for identity – Who are they?  Goals?  Ready for responsibility?

a Laziness? - 2 Thessalonians 3:10 – “If any won’t work neither let him eat”
b Will they forget their father’s instruction? - Proverbs 13:1 - A wise son heareth his father's instruction; But a scoffer heareth not rebuke.
3 Time of struggles, ups and downs.

a Mistakes in behavior, relationships, every day decisions are characteristics.

b Parents tried to prepare, yet great deal of pain often felt 

· Especially without the Bible

(i) 2 Timothy 3:16-17 - Every scripture inspired of God is also profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for instruction which is in righteousness. That the man of God may be complete, furnished completely unto every good work.
4 There is still a great need to grow during this period of acceptability.

a Growth is needed to be accepted in society.

b Growth in relationship with God is of utmost importance.

5 Preparation for future
a Many young adults want to embrace their own way at this stage.
b Pro. 12:15  - The way of a fool is right in his own eyes; But he that is wise hearkeneth unto counsel.

D #4 - Adjustability

1 Def:  Years when reality comes into focus.
a Hopes and dreams meet reality.

b Often displayed by a midlife crisis.

· Problems…. Possessions, health, debt, relationships…. Feel lost, alone, a failure.

· Prodigal son comes to mind (Luke 15)

(i) This didn’t turn out how he thought they would.

2 Stage of adjustment is about making a change to better things.
a Ex. Drug addict when they realize their destructive behavior.

b Time to focus – Philippians 3:13-14
· This is a spiritual application, but applies to the physical as well.

· Reality states:  “What are you going to do now?”

3 The best step?

a Matthew 5:3 – Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
b 2 Peter 1:3 – God has given the answers

c Colossians 3:2 – Solution to problems is from above, not below
d Matthew 6:33 – “Seek ye first His kingdom and His…”- God will take care of the basics if put first.

4 Real Identity is discovered in the period of adjustment.
a Hopefully it will result in better priorities, good stewardship, continued work, service to God.
5 Need to Grow
a After half a lifetime, realizes he has much room to grow.

b  This is when preparations for the future really come into focus 
· See as reference: (Luke 14:28-33, Ephesians 6:15)

E #5 - Admirability

1 Def:  Years of experience, responsibility, and stability are recognized.
a Fewer mistakes

b Entrusted with more responsibilities at work, within society, or within the Church.
c Folks look up and admire the man for apparent successes.

2 Difference between past and now?  Increase in wisdom.
a Life has turned because the man has matured.

b Often has become part of the “and such were some of you” crowd (I Corinthians 6:11)
3 Often fulfillment of some financial blessings at this point.

a 30 years of ups and downs have brought a sigh of relief.

b Having found his identity in the face of crisis, what will the identity be in the face of success?
· Turn from or embrace God further?

4 Beware!
a Ego and desire can raise their ugly heads – I John 2:16
· Folks admire and follow his example.

· If bad habits have not been tossed, this can be trouble.

(i) Luke 6:39 (Blind leading), I Corinthians 8:9-13 (stumbling block)
(ii) I Corinthians 15:33 – (corruptor of good morals)
5 Can be a great Stage
a Energy still good, can still get things done, network of connections, people willing to follow.

b Choice of direction is in the individuals hand

· Romans 12:2: “And be not fashioned according to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, and ye may prove what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God”.  
6 What will happen with this God given opportunity?
a The wise will see themselves and accomplishments as nothing without God.

b The wise grow in their relationship with God (2 Peter 3:18)

c Still much time left and preparation for future is required.

F #6 - Advisability
1 Def: Years when peak wisdom is imparted to other stages.
a The highest stage in life – being a senior.

b Have made all the mistakes and know their outcomes.

c Reward of seeing personal creation.

d Others seek to be advised by your wisdom - Satisfaction comes from aiding others

2 Characterized by lessoned physical characteristics – aches, pains, slower, weaker, memory?

a Is it a time of Futility?  Senility?  This is a terrible misconception!

b A lifetime of experiences and a wealth of knowledge.

c  The ability to direct and advise others to avoid the pitfalls of life is at its peak. 

d  A life properly led gives the senior adult the highest of qualifications to lead.  

3 God has stated in times past: 
a “Rise in the presence of the aged, show respect for the elderly.” (Leviticus 19:32)  

b Job 12:12, “Wisdom is with aged men, With long life is understanding.”
4 One of the biggest challenges for the senior is not giving up on life.  

a Foolish wisdom of men.  

b Senior has responsibility to guide society. 

c Neglected tasks of the past can be accomplished.  

d Time to be active in teaching and studying.
e Greatest joy at this stage in helping others.  

· The senior should not worry about dynamics. 

(i) God desires the truth be spread (I Corinthians 2:1-2).  
5 A senior adult can be a great joy and blessing to all around them.  

a They can inspire, encourage, and comfort.  

b The senior is a light not be covered, but shone brightly for all (Luke 11:33).  

c In these moments, the senior should continue to grow in their relationship with God and men.  

· The preparation for the stage of admissibility should not be delayed.

6 For one who has neglected God his whole life, it’s time to wake up (Acts 17:30-31, Hebrews 2:2-3). 

a  Is the senior sure he is fine in the eyes of God?  

· “Let he who thinks he stands, beware, lest he fall.” (I Corinthians 10:12)  

G #7 - Admissibility

1 Def. The moment when admissibility into the Kingdom of Heaven is determined.

a This last stage is quite different.  
b It is greater than simply the unique ending “ibility” vs. the other six stages of “ability”.  
c The stage of admissibility is man before God based on man’s life decisions.
d There will be no more time to change.  There will be no second chances.
2 Matthew 16:27 - For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then shall he render unto every man according to his deeds.

3 Galatians 6:7 - Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.

4 Romans 2:6-9  …[God] will render to every man according to his works: to them that by patience in well-doing seek for glory and honor and incorruption, eternal life: but unto them that are factious, and obey not the truth, but obey unrighteousness, shall be wrath and indignation, tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that worketh evil…

5 2 Thessalonians 1:7-10 -  …and to you that are afflicted rest with us, at the revelation of the Lord Jesus from heaven with the angels of his power in flaming fire, rendering vengeance to them that know not God, and to them that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus: who shall suffer punishment, even eternal destruction from the face of the Lord and from the glory of his might, when he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be marvelled at in all them that believed (because our testimony unto you was believed) in that day. 

