Messengers to the 7 Churches
I. Introduction

A. Trusting the Word of the Lord

· Pro 3:5-6 - Trust in Jehovah with all thy heart, And lean not upon thine own understanding: In all thy ways acknowledge him, And he will direct thy paths.

B. Messengers Of the Lord
Noah…

Moses …

Prophets…

John the Baptist…

Jesus…
The Apostles…

· 2Co 5:20  We are ambassadors therefore on behalf of Christ, as though God were entreating by us: we beseech you on behalf of Christ, be ye reconciled to God.
Christians…
· Matt. 28:19 - 20 - Go ye therefore, and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I commanded you: and lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.

· 1Co 1:18  For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.
· We too are to then be messengers of our Lord
1. The Angels of the 7 Churches

2. Definition of Angel
Angel from Revelation 2:1

 Strongs #G32 – aggelos - a messenger; especially an “angel”; by implication a pastor: - angel, messenger.

a) Two Assumptions:

· Entertain the possibility that the messengers of Rev. 2:1 are christian messengers of the church.

· This stresses the importance of the individual Christian in regard to the salvation of others.

· Mat 22:39  …  Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.

· Heb 10:25 - not forsaking our own assembling together, as the custom of some is, but exhorting one another; and so much the more, as ye see the day drawing nigh.

· Luk 15:32  But it was meet to make merry and be glad: for this thy brother was dead, and is alive again; and was lost, and is found.

· Luk 17:3  Take heed to yourselves: if thy brother sin, rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him.

· 1Th 5:14  And we exhort you, brethren, admonish the disorderly, encourage the fainthearted, support the weak, be longsuffering toward all.
· Jam 5:20 - let him know, that he who converteth a sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from death…

· The 7 churches represent the 7 states of churches worldwide.

1) Loss of Love, 2) Tribulation / Trial of Faith, 3) Idolotry/Immorality/Serving God of this World, 4) Tolerance of False Teaching, 5) Sardis - Spiritual Deadness , 6) Need to endure / Hold fast, 7) Lukewarm – Prideful/Arrogant
II. Identifying the Messages Needed in Your Church

A. To the Christians of Ephesus: Left first love.  God is Love. 

Ex. First Boyfriend/Girlfriend – Desire to Serve Because of Love
· Mar 12:30 -  and thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength.

· Joh 14:15 -  If ye love me, ye will keep my commandments.

· Joh 15:12 - This is my commandment, that ye love one another, even as I have loved you.
· Are our members no longer doing works out of love, but because of conviction of truth - duty.

B. To the Christians of Pergamum: False Teaching/Immorality/Serving God of this World.
· Exo 34:14  For thou shalt worship no other god: for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God:
· Col 3:5-6  Put to death therefore your members which are upon the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry; for which things' sake cometh the wrath of God upon the sons of disobedience:
Ex. Hollywood – “Brokeback Mountain”, MTV, Music, clothing, Internet Pornography, Chastity…

· Rom 12:2  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.
· Phi 4:8  Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honorable, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.
Ex. Bad Company Polly – Crows, parrot, Farmer, Shotgun, Children, Bad Company, 

Prov. 4:13 – “Do not enter the path of the wicked, and do not proceed in the way of evil men.”
· Are our members accepting or overlooking among members of the church involved in immorality?
C. To the Christians of Thyatira - Tolerance of False Teaching – Perversion of the Truth
Ex. Preterism, Non-essential Baptism, Women leaders, Denominational Videos… etc. 

· 2Pe 2:1 - But there arose false prophets also among the people, as among you also there shall be false teachers, who shall privily bring in destructive heresies, denying even the Master that bought them, bringing upon themselves swift destruction.
· 2Ti 4:3 - For the time will come when they will not endure the sound doctrine; but, having itching ears, will heap to themselves teachers after their own lusts; and will turn away their ears from the truth, and turn aside unto fables.
Warnings: Walking the Fine line between truth and false teaching for the purpose of growth by pleasing people. – Ex. Friendspeak
D. To the Christians of Sardis - Spiritual Deadness
·  (talents) – 5, 2, 1
· Mat 5:16  Even so let your light shine before men; that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.
· Mat 16:27 - For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then shall he render unto every man according to his deeds.
· Joh 3:36  He that believeth on the Son hath eternal life; but he that obeyeth not the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abideth on him.
· 2Ti 3:16 - All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. – There is no Excuse for being Spiritually Dead!
· Are we Just Filling the Pews? – No one wants to be a bench player!
E. To the Christians of Laodicea - Lukewarm – Prideful/Arrogant
· 1Ti 6:17 - Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy; That they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate; Laying up in store for themselves a good foundation against the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life.
· Mat 5:3  - Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
· Pro 16:18  - Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall.
· Ex. False Measurement, Boy measure with shoe (foot) 9 ft, ruler needed. 

- In the eyes of Some People - “They are proud of something about which there is really no glory.”
· To the Christians of Smyrna - Tribulation / Test of Faith
· Jam 1:3  Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.
· 2Co 13:5  Try your own selves, whether ye are in the faith; prove your own selves. Or know ye not as to your own selves, that Jesus Christ is in you? unless indeed ye be reprobate.
F. 1Co 10:13  There hath no temptation taken you but such as man can bear: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation make also the way of escape, that ye may be able to endure it.
G. 2Co 12:9  And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.
· Ex. Are we willing to step out onto the water like Peter?

· Ex. Cranberry Harvest Flood - When the flood waters of trouble and trials sweep over your soul, what is the result?  Is holy fruit released to bless and meet the needs of the hungry world around?
H. To the Christians of Philadelphia: - Need to endure / Hold fast
· 1Co 4:11 - Even unto this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, and are buffeted, and have no certain dwelling-place; and we toil, working with our own hands: being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we endure; being defamed, we entreat: we are made as the filth of the world, the offscouring of all things, even until now.
· 2Ti 4:7  I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.
· Ex. Marathon – Quit before finish?
Closing: Where are you?
A. Have you been added to the Lord’s church?

B. Self introspection – 

· Mat 7:3-5  And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye? Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me cast out the mote out of thine eye; and lo, the beam is in thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, cast out first the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother's eye.

· Look to yourself first, are you part of problem?  If so, you need to work on.  Acknowledge and continue to aid your brothers and sisters as well.
