Three Faithful Responses of Faith

I. Introduction Heb. 11
A. Heb. 11:1-2 –Vs. 1 “Now Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.  
- Vs. 2 - For by it the men of old gained approval.”
1. Assurance – Substance that says I know and I trust that God will do what he says.

a. Sun coming up tomorrow… what assures you.. God promised.

2. Conviction – Convicted - it has been proven.  Ex. Trial.  They have been proven guilty.  Not the indictment of things not seen – The conviction!
a. Air is, atoms are, million dollars is, God is.

b. Faithful people can see the unseen.  You will be able to see it because of your faith.

3. Hope - What is hoped for?  What are you hoping for?  Vs. 2.  (Approval of God)
4. People who work off of faith are approved in the eyes of God.

a. Habakkuk 2:4 – “the righteous will live by faith”
b. Paul – Rom. 1:17, Gal. 3:11
c. We take conviction in what God has done.

d. God sees this and gives approval.

5. In the presence of God that is where righteousness dwells.

a. Is. 59:1-2 tell us how to be out of His presence…

b. Deduction then tells us to be in his presence we must do his will.

c. John 14:23 – “If anyone loves me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him, and make Our abode with him.”

6. Assurance – Conviction – Approval – All based on Faith.

II. Faith works in different ways.
A. Vs. 7 (First Part) – Noah
1. Gen. 6 – People continually did evil – angered God.

2. One was faithful and righteous.

3. Tells Noah about things unseen.  He wants him to be convicted about it.

4. 120 years before the flood.  All to be destroyed except righteous.

5. Noah has to become convicted. 

a. He has never seen water making a flood. You want me to make an ark?

b. Measurements? Wow! That is Big!

c. 500 years old? – 600 When the rains fall..

d. Think about this?  A call to something you have never heard and you have never seen.
B. Sometimes Faith needs a Response of great action

1. This was Noah.  

2. Noah had to ask the question… Do I want me and my family to do this?

3. He does this out of reverence.

4. Gen. 6:22 – “Thus Noah did, according to all that God had commanded him, so he did.”

5. He was convicted.

C. The world will say:

1. No one here has a clue to do what is right. 

2. No one is going to listen.

3. But, there was Noah.  His family.  His sons, His wife.

4. God kept his Promise.  He spared them.

5. Sometimes faith requires a great action to go out and do those things.
D. (Last part of verse 7) - Heir of righteousness according to faith.

1. He became an heir.

2. He did not deserve it… he was an heir of it.

3. In our lives, when surrounded by evil, we have to be like Noah sometimes.

4. We have to go against the grain of what everyone else thinks.

5. Had someone tell you it is dumb to obey God? There is Noah. – ppl laughing
a. I have never regretted going to a study, meeting, or service.

6. Sometimes you have to do something Great….. But it isn’t always that way….
III. Heb. 11:17-19 – Abraham

A. Gen. 22 – Offer up the son you love – Isaac
1. Abraham – ok.

2. Cuts wood, takes torch, gets servants, gets knife, heads out in morning.

3. 3 Day journey

4. Gen. 22: 5 - Leave servants behind. – “we will worship and return to you”
5. Son says.. we have wood, fire, knife, where is offering…

6. Isaac, had done this before…. He knew there was a missing ingredient.

7. Abraham.. the Lord will provide.

8. Insight given in Heb. 11, Consider our response…. 
9. Abraham was promised decendants from Isaac would be as many as stars in heaven.  Vs. Heb. 11:18 – he is convicted God will keep his promise.

B. Vs. 19 – Consider the thinking of Abrham
1. He knew God could resurrect Isaac

2. Even though all that would be left was ash.

3. Abraham had faith!

4. Ashes which were Isaac could be brought back.

5. He has to do so, He promised. 

6. All descendants will be through this son.

C. Sometimes faithful responses are not about doing great things….

1. They are about changing the way we think.

2. Trust in the promises God made – Be assured from how He has blessed us!

3. Rom. 8:28 – “all things work together for good to those who love God.”
4. Ex. We complain, I thought God said it would work out.. look at the turmoil!
5. Change your thinking!

6. God said it will work out such that we will be conformed to be in the image of Jesus.

7. Abraham’s thinking was changed.

8. God Promised, therefore I will do what he asked…

D. The beginning of vs. 17… “offered up Isaac” – How did God take it?
1. As Abraham gets ready to slay Isaac…

2. Angel stops Abrham.

3. God saw that Isaac was not an idol to Abraham.

a. Do we have idols we are putting before time spent with God?

b. Abraham put his own flesh and blood second to God?

4. He looks over and sees the ram in the thicket.

5. Yet.. the reading in vs. 17 - “Offered up Isaac”
6. How did God take that Ram?  Just as if it were Isaac.

7. How did Abraham take command? 3 day trip with his son… because he trusted in God.

8. The Lord will provide – Abraham had faith!  He was convicted!
The faith response is not always doing something great, but just changing the way we think.  That is a faithful response.. Abraham had approval… just like Noah.

IV. Heb. 11:34

A. One Last Example….

1. In vs. 32-33… time would fail me if [I covered all faithful under old covenant]… 

2. In vs. 34 – “Some quenched the power of fire”
3. Remember Daniel 3 – Shadraq-Meshaq-Abednego?

4. Big Golden Image… everyone’s there.. satraps… Instruments play… 

5. The three do not bow down.  They do not worship.

6. WHAT??? You won’t bow down?  Who do you think you are?

a. Daniel 3:15 – “what God is there that can deliver you out of my hands?”
7. Let’s try this again… Music will play… and you can bow…  NOPE
8. Ok… You are off to the furnace… Hot Hot – 7 times hotter!  Soldiers perish!

B. Before it happens..

1. You think your God is going to save you?

2. It doesn’t matter.

a. This isn’t about God responding for us in trouble… It is about us responding when in trouble.

3. These 3 were found faithful… for doing nothing.

a. Didn’t have to do something great… didn’t change thinking…  They did nothing.

4. Sometimes that is faithful response.

C. All around us, people are going after wrong things…

1. Sometimes you have to do great things like Noah to go in opposite direction

2. Sometimes you have to say.. I will not go forward in doing evil.
3. That is these three men….

a. They would not bow!

b. The three come out.. they don’t smell like smoke

4. Ex. Leave burning…. I can smell it everywhere..

5. “Hey, No God can do this!  Their God is stronger than all others” – Read  3:29”
6. Everybody got it.

V. Closing

A. Through all these responses….

1. Faith calls us to Do Great Things

2. Change our way of thinking

3. Do Nothing and make a stand.
4. All gained approval from God through faith.  

a. Taking conviction from their examples!  We can be assured God will keep his promises.

b.  Here is what you say God… “ok I will follow through.”
5. Faith does not always respond in same way to be righteous.  It just has to obey.
6. Faith does not have to do great things!

7. Hopefully this gives you Encouragement.

B. Word can only be taken three ways:

1. Consoles because you are doing what is right.

2. Edifies you and builds you up…

3. Brings great or sadness because we’ll find we aren’t going God’s way.

C. May we respond faithfully to the things of God.  We see this in Jesus.

1. Jesus… He has done great things.  Died on Cross.

2. He didn’t have to change his thinking.  He has been perfect from beginning.. we aren’t that way.

3. He did nothing…  He stood silent before those about to crucify Him.

May we live with assurance of the Word of Christ, maintain our hope in His promises, and respond with conviction  in the blood he has given for us.

