Knowing Jesus
A. Our greatest quest in life should be to know Jesus.

· If you claim to be a Basketball fan, you will know something of the sport.... ex. Lakers , wife homerun.

· If you claim to be a christian , you should be able to tell all about whom you worship.

B. Pharisees vs. Paul

· Is Christianity a code or set of rules to live by or is there something more?

1. The Jews of old were rule keepers, but their hearts were far from God, they did not have a good relationship with Jesus.

Mat 15:8-9 “This people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far away from me.  But in vain do they worship me, teaching as their doctrines the precepts of men.
· Telemarketers from telephone company.   Do you believe them when they say they just want to help you save money?  They say all the words... but without feeling.

· Car Salesman.... Does he really just want to make you the best deal?  Ex. speeding around lot because he thought that is what I wanted.
· Clothes salesperson...  Do you believe them when they say you look great? 

Christianity is God 1st in a person's heart.  Bible says, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.”
2. In comparison to the Jews, Paul also knew the Law, but his heart was right with Jesus and he had a good relationship with Jesus.

Paul didn't say, "I want to know all the issues."  Paul didn't say, "I want to know all the answers to selected questions.  "Paul didn't say, "I want to know what every brother believes."

·  Paul did say, I Cor. 2:2 – “For I determined not to know anything among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.”
·  Paul also wanted others to know Jesus. – He Preached, Prayed, and Lived Jesus.  

·  Paul knew he had a crown of righteousness awaiting him in the future. We need to know Jesus as Paul did so we too can claim our crown.  So how do we get to know Jesus?

Body of Sermon

There are at least 3 ways to know Jesus. 
· Intellectual - Understanding

· Personal – Believing in your heart

· Relationship – Commitment, faithfulness, Obedience
· INTELLECTUALLY  - This is knowing the Facts about Jesus – data.  Many may know…
· Anyone can learn facts about Christ, this part doesn’t involve in any way the other parts of knowing Jesus. 

· Still, We need to know: A) factually what is Christianity, B) Where do we learn it? C) Who is Christ, D) What should we do if we believe in Him, and E) How should Christians behave?

A.   Ask - What is Christianity?  What does being a Christian mean to me?
B.   Where do we learn about Christianity?  Does it matter? 

· We do not learn from Church (their opinions) but from the Word of God.

· Does it matter?  Yes, some do not follow the word Ex. (First Church of God).
C.   Who is Christ?
· (expand) We need to read & study Matt, Mark, Luke & John... and rest of Entire Bible 
· John 8:31 - “... If you abide in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; and you shall know the truth and it shall make you free.”
· Let me introduce you to Christ from the Word of God.  Luke 1:30-33.  
· Christianity doesn't begin with a dream, a vision, or an emotion.  Christianity begins in the knowledge of Jesus Christ.  The Apostle Peter tells a great crowd about Jesus in Acts 2 about Jesus Christ and here is where we see the Church Begin. Acts 2:22-36.

D.   What should we do if we believe in Him?

· Acts 2:37-38

E.   How should Christians Behave?

· Col 3:1-5, 12-17 - Die to the world
Christianity is based on Historical documentation and eye witnesses.
1. Christianity is the historical fact that Christ was God in the flesh, coming to give us the opportunity to repent and through baptism bring Him back into our lives.

2. It wasn't a bunch of men theorizing about a higher power and then meeting in Jerusalem to decide what to do to save mankind.

3. Documents after document and hard evidence continue to confirm the Bible and its Truth.

Ex. Walls of Jericho, Armies at the bottom of Red Sea, Dead Sea Scrolls, uncovered tombs, etc.

I. Personally - KNOWING JESUS IS A PERSONAL KNOWLEDGE.

· It’s a belief.

· It’s in your heart.

· Jesus has to be in our hearts & working in our lives for us to have a personal knowledge of him.

A.   A lot of people have Bibles, but very few have Jesus.

· Ex. Hotel drawers across the country.  Libraries have Bibles.  Many homes in this country have Bibles.  Many churches across this country have Bibles.... but not everyone has Christ.  Not until we make Christ active in our lives will we have a personal knowledge of Jesus.

· Ex. How many of you have seen Scriptures hanging on the walls of unbelievers? Footsteps – psalm.  Crosses?  Do these develop relations with Jesus?
· Athiest Professors who know the Bible yet argue its truths.

B.   Do we want a personal knowledge of Jesus?

· John 14:23 – “Jesus said, "If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him.”
· The word "know" in knowledge means "to have a personal intimate relationship."  This is the ultimate privilege of N.T. Christianity.  To know Christ.

· We must know Jesus and not just know about Him.  Christianity is more than just accumulating facts.  If that is all that a person has, it's not enough.

C.   How do we know the things Jesus made known?  The Bible!

II. Relationship - KNOWING JESUS IS A RELATIONSHIP KNOWLEDGE.

· Christians must be committed, faithful, and obedient.

A.   Committment

1. Without commitment relationships fail.   
· Ex. Marriages, Coaches, Committment of the offensive line to the Quarterback and vice – versa.  Keep them happy!  Buy them cars!
· John 15:13-14 "Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one's life for his friends. You are My friends if you do whatever I command you.”
2. Christ was committed to us, are we committed to Him?  Will we follow his commandments? Expand
· Ex. The farmer had ham and eggs for breakfast.  Between the pig and the chicken, who was committed and who was just involved?

We try to keep our relationships at arms length... like the chicken...  but we can’t do that with Jesus.

B.   Faith

· We must have a personal faith in Jesus.  How do we develop that faith?   Rom 10:17 - “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.”

· Have we worked on our faith?  How many times did we read the Bible this week?

· We cannot have faith for someone else.

C.   Obedient

· Knowing Jesus is more than information; it is an encounter requiring Obedience.

· Preaching Jesus is an encounter where Jesus demands a response (READ Mat 11:28-30).  The response is .... Come to Jesus!  Let him guide your life.  Build a relationship with Him.
III. Closing  with a few scriptures- Christianity began and continues on the cross

Luke 9:23 ...Jesus said. ‘If anyone wishes to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.’”  What is our cross?
 Paul states in Gal 2:20 – I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and delivered Himself up for me.

Rom 6:3-4 - “Or do you know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into his death?  Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, in order that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.   

· Is there anyone here needing to be baptized?  Do have an Intellectual, Personal, and Relational knowledge of Jesus so that you could maintain a strong relationship with Him?  One that is committed, faithful and Obedient?

