Judgement Day
I. Introduction

A. Setting – Mt. Olives – Matt. 24:1-3
1. Parallel text is Mark 13
2. Jesus has just said Zerubbabel’s temple is going to be torn down.

3. Jesus is asked 2 questions which we divide into three parts

a. “When will these things be?” [The temple being torn down]

b. What will be the sign of:

· 1- [Jesus] coming?
· 2- The end of the age? – The end of Roman Rule.

· The disciples lumped the last two questions together because they assumed Jesus was going to set up an earthly kingdom which delivered them from the Romans.

4. Had Jesus answered these Questions as the disciples asked them:

a. They were three different occurences

b. None of them were going to occur at the same time.

5. The way Jesus answered them:

a. Regarding Jerusalem - He gave them signs as to when to expect its fall.

b. Regarding His Return – There would be no sign.

· Which effectively ignored the end of age question because they had an erroneous belief.

6. Jesus then discusses the events that would occur when he returned.

a. In doing so, he utilizes 3 parables:

· Parable of the Ten Virgins

· Parable of the Talents

· Parable of  the Sheep and Goats

7. Today, Our Main Text will be the Parable of the Ten Virgins 

II. Parable of the Ten Virgins

A. Analysis of the Text

1. Matt. 25:1-13

2. 10 Virgins – Ten is viewed as a complete number

a. All of mankind

b. Pure in original state

3. All have lamps

a. Psa 119:105  - Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, And light unto my path.
b. All mankind have been given the Word.
4. The oil represents the active Faith or Works of each individual.

a. Mat 5:16 -  Even so let your light shine before men; that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.
5. The Extra Oil represents the works we have done in preparation for the coming of Christ.
6. The sleep represents the physical death of men.
7. The Bridegroom represented Christ
8. The Door represents entrance into the Eternal kingdom.
B. Summary of the Text

1. 10 Girls off to go to a wedding feast. – Practice of Wedding procession
2. Waited for a considerable time – Guys always running late - Length of the Christian Dispensation
3. Not all were prepared – They were “foolish”
4. Pleads from those who were prepared.

5. No all the girls got in – Common Practice of Closed Door
III. Lessons from The Parable of the Ten Virgins – What can we learn?
C. Lesson 1 - Preparation

1. What are we preparing for anyway? (Celebration or cutoff from the Groom)

a. Judgement
2. Who needs to be prepared? – (10 virgins – complete number)

a. 2Co 5:10 - For we must all be made manifest before the judgment-seat of Christ; that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he hath done, whether it be good or bad.
3. Why do we need to be prepared?

a. We don’t know when the end is coming.

b. Could be today, tomorrow, or the midnight of some far off day.
· Matthew 24:36 – Of that day and hour knows no man.

· Matthew 24:42 – You know not the hour.
4. We Might be dead when Christ Returns

a. Dan 12:2  And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.
b. The Virgins in the parable were asleep.

· Some fell asleep unprepared
· Christians don’t want to see death unprepared – “OH How sad!” (“Careless Soul”)
5. We are going to see foolish Christians

a. They may not heed our warnings to be prepared.

b. But we must make certain we are prepared.

6. How do we prepare?

a. Act 5:29 - But Peter and the apostles answered and said, We must obey God rather than men.

b. 1Pe 4:17 - For the time is come for judgment to begin at the house of God: and if it begin first at us, what shall be the end of them that obey not the gospel of God?
c. Joh 3:36 - He that believeth on the Son hath eternal life; but he that obeyeth not the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abideth on him.
d. Obedience!
e. Jam 2:26 - For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, even so faith apart from works is dead.
7. How much do we have to do?

a. This refers to the next Parable in Matt. 25
b. Parable of Talents

c. Matt. 25:14-15 – According to your ability.

· Are you living up to your abilities?  

8. Those seeking God often have put their confidence in one or two things.

a. The Church Directory

· Rev. 3:1-6 – Some members are going to find they trusted too much in the Directory.

b. The Book of Life
· Rev. 20:12 - This is the book we want to be in!
c. Half of the ten virgins thought they were ok just being in the Church directory.

· They were good.

· They weren’t mean.

· They gamble, drink, or cheat on their spouses.

· They went to church every Sunday.

· They fellowshipped often.

· They weren’t prepared to meet the BrideGroom.

· They weren’t let in.
D. Lesson 2 - Patience

· The 10 Virgins were kept longer than they expected.  

a. So long that they fell asleep.

a. Today folks find it hard to believe Jesus has kept Christians waiting so long.

b. 70 AD Crowd has grabbed a false doctrine due to their lack of faith.

c. The faithful endure to the end

a. Luke 8:11-15 – Parable of the soils. – Perseverance!

b. Patience keeps us faithful to the Lord.
a. Mark 13:32-37 – Jesus is on a Far Journey
b. Patience Keeps us Alert and Watching for Jesus.
c. Will we watch or sleep? 

d. 1 Thess.5:6 - "Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober."
a. 1Co 15:58  - Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.
b. Patience keeps us working in the Lord
c. While Jesus is Gone, we have work to do!

1. There are souls out there to save!
d. Do we want to hear “You Never Mentioned Him to Me?”
2. Patience will bring us to the Lord.
a.  James 5: 7-11
E. Expect Consequences

1. There are good consequences for proper preparation.

a. Mat 25:21 - His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.
2. There are bad consequences for a lack of preparation.
a. Mat 25:30  And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
b. Matthew 24:48-51 "But if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming; And shall begin to smite his fellowservants, and to eat and drink with the drunken; The lord of that servant shall come in a day when he looketh not for him, and in an hour that he is not aware of, And shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth."
c. 2Th 1:7 - And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels,  In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power;
a. Final Consequence - Righteousness is not Transferable

· The five unprepared virgins asked for oil.

b. Remember the oil was the works we did for the Lord.

· We do not have righteousness to spare.

c. All of it is due to our Lord.

d. Rom 14:12 - So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.
CONCLUSION:
A. To Enter the Wedding Feast…
1. Be prepared – Have we been Obedient!

2. Be patient – Are we keeping the Faith and watching for Him?

3. Expect consequences – We must work out our own Salvation with Fear and Trembling.

