                     TEN QUALITIES OF A GOOD BIBLE STUDENT PRIVATE 

I) Introduction 
A) Every child of God should love and enjoy Bible study. 
1) Psa 119:159 - Consider how I love thy precepts: Quicken me, O Jehovah, according to thy lovingkindness.
B)  In Bible study one partakes of the food that will help him grow into maturity (Heb. 5:12-13; I Pet. 2:2). 
II) Body: 
A) First, he must have an open and seeking mind. 
1) This attitude is manifested throughout the Bible (cf. Acts 17:11; I John 4:1; I Thess. 5:21). 
B) Second, he must be spiritually minded. 
1) Paul was unable to speak to those in Corinth because they were not spiritual (I Cor. 3:1-3; 2:14-15). 
C) Third, he must have a passion to know the truth (Job 23:12; John 17:17). 
1) He must also believe that he can know the truth (John 8:32; Eph. 3:3-4; 5:17). 
D) Fourth, he must be a man of prayer. 
1) He must ask for guidance and wisdom in his study (James 1:5; Mt. 7:7, 2 Pet. 1:1-3).

E) Fifth, he must be persistent (II Tim. 2:15). 
1) Some things can't be understood without constant study and effort (II Pet. 3:15-16). 
F) Sixth, he must be willing to accept revealed truth. 
1) Finding the truth will not help the student unless he accepts and applies it (John 7:17-19). 
G) Seventh, he must rid himself of all preconceived ideas about the subject or text. 
1) This was one of the problems that the Jews had (Mark 12:10‑12). 
(a) They envisioned Christ as something and someone else and would not listen.

H) Eight, he must be a man of courage. 
1) Men in time of Ezra regarding foreign wives, Reformers, Christians today.

2) To accept truths that have heretofore gone unnoticed will, in many instances, take great courage. 
3) It will also take courage to put them into practice in our everyday life (Acts 5:29). 
I) Ninth, he must be able to use reasoning skill  (Acts 17:2; 18:4; 24:25). 
J) Tenth, he must believe in the plenary verbal inspiration of the Scriptures (II Tim. 3:16-17; 2 Pet. 1:21).

III) Conclusion: 
A) Let's all try to become better Bible students during the coming weeks, months and years. 

