TEN LIES WE TELL OURSELVES

Do you have any idea why you have a problem with a particular sin in your life?

We say, "It's hard to deal with sin!"
Perhaps we should stop and examine why it's hard.  

It’s hard because we lie to ourselves.
If an enemy wants to stop your progress he will often spread lies about you to do it. WHY?

· To poison public opinion.

· To cause you to doubt yourself.

Our enemy (the devil) uses the same tactic to stop your progress.  He is so clever that often he gets YOU to tell the lies to yourself. It's easy because he knows what you want to hear.  

We must recognize the lies for what they are in order to make progress once again. We must stop telling them. James 4:7, “...Resist the devil and he will flee from you.”

This hour we are going to examine ten lies we tell ourselves. Once we recognize them for what they are we can "resist the devil" and "he will flee from (us)."

************************************Lesson****************************************
· LIE #1 "I DON'T HAVE TIME." 
· It's a matter of priority. Eccl. 12:13-14; Matt. 6:33.

· Do the Lord's work FIRST. That's what you do with a priority. 

· Ex. If your boss says to make mailing an important package off to someone your top priority.... do you keep at your desk all day?  This applies to our priorities with God.
· Matt. 16:26. What does it profit you if you get some paperwork filed but didn’t mail off your bosses package?  What does it profit if you get all the laundry done and lose your soul. Lawn mowed. Car washed. TV watched. Get that promotion. Finish that education.

· LIE #2 "I HAVE PLENTY OF TIME."
· Is it laziness? Prov. 6:6, 9; 10:26.

· Maybe you just procrastinate?

· Ex. I do this, but then I often forget the task and it goes undone.  Will that happen in your spiritual life if you delay what you should be doing for the Lord?
· Do you realize that life is fleeting?

1 Pet. 1:24 “All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of grass.  The grass withers and the flower falls off.” 

·  Jas. 4:14 “ Yet, you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow.  You are just a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes away.”
· Again this is a Matter of priority.
· LIE #3 "NO ONE WILL SEE ME"
· 2 Sam. 12:9 - David moved Uriah to the head of the battle so he Uriah would be killed.  David then took his wife.  Later, Nathan is sent by God to talk to David.  David was not able to hide his sin from God.
· Acts 5: 3-5  - Disciples were selling their property and giving money to the Apostles.  Annanias and Saphira sold property also and laid money at the apostles feet.... but Annanias and Saphira held back money for themselves.   They were not able to hide their lie to the Holy Spirit.” 
· No one will see me...

1. On the Internet.

2. Take a drink.

3. When I think that evil thought.

· LIE #4 "GOD UNDERSTANDS THAT'S THE WAY I AM" "HE MADE ME THAT WAY" 
· Ezek. 28:15; Rom. 9:11. God made you perfect.  We are to be as children!
· We choose to sin. 

· God commands that we repent. Acts 17:30 “Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to men that all everywhere should repent, because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness...
· Take, for example:   Bad temper  /  Foul language  /  Homosexuality / Lustfullness / Excessive behaviors / not spreading His word.  He did not make us this way!  He will judge us!
· LIE #5 "I CAN ASK FOR FORGIVENESS LATER"
· This is a sham. A misuse of God's grace. Rebellion.

· Will your repentance be from the heart? 

Rom. 6:17 “But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which you were committed, and having been freed from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.”
· Are you sure you'll be able to repent later?

1. Might die suddenly.

· LIE #6 "IT'S OK IF MY INTENTIONS ARE GOOD"
· Ask Uzzah. 2 Sam. 6:1-7 
2. Remember Uzzah when:

3. You tell a little lie to "surprise" someone.

4. You steal to feed your family.

5. You lie to get elected.

6. It's for a "good cause."

· Invite someone over to meet a friend.... and don’t tell them its a Bible study.
· LIE #7 "SURE GOD IS PLEASED WITH IT."
· Feels right. 1 Sam. 15:10-23
· Majority approves. (Scholars, Christians.) Exod. 23:2
1 Kings 18:17ff; - Elijah against the prophets of Baal.... majority not right.

· Col. 3:17 – This is why we don’t do what we are not sure of....  What we do not know for certain.

·  1 Cor. 4:1-6; 2 John 9-11
· Ex. Inst. Music, one-man Elder system.

· LIE #8 "I'M TOO YOUNG"
· Not too young to be an example. 1 Tim. 4:12.
· Titus 2:6-8 
· Not too young to overcome. 1 John 2:13.

· LIE #9 "I'M TOO OLD" "I'VE DONE MY PART"
· Old age is prime time in Christian life.

· Who is to teach younger women? Tit. 2:3,4 
· Who is to lead the congregation? Elders!

· Why elders? Experience, training, knowledge, proven faithfulness.

· "Too old?" Finally old enough!!!  If they have followed the paths of God.
LIE #10 "THERE'S NO WAY HE'LL EVER CONVERT."
Rom. 1:16; 1 Sam. 14:6; Luke 1:37; Acts 9:1; 1 Cor. 6:9-11.
